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A Diſquifirion upon Dent 24. 5. 
Concerning the 


BROTHERS 


Propagating the 


NAME and MEMORY 
OF H19 


Elder Brother deceaſed. 


Which the Fr WP Reaſon, and circum- 
ſtances of that Law art —_—_— the 
miſtakes and impoſitions 
Rabbins, inthis = other matters 
ed, anda fair way opened for « cleares| 
underſtanding of the moſt obſcure 
_ dark pallages in the Law of Moſes, 
. TOGETHER 
With a diſcovery of ſeveral things, as well ia the 


Eaſtern, as the Roman Antiquities , never yet 
explained or underſtood by any. 


By Jols bn Turner, Ho St ThomaSoutbiwark, [ 
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To the Right Honoura- 
ble, and my very Good 
Lord, George Lord Jef 
feries, Baron of Wem, 
Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England, and one of His 
Majelties moſt Honou= 
rable Privy Council. . | 
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My Lord, 


Do bumbly Dedicate this diſqui- 
ſition to your Lordſhip ', after 

" = ſome ſmall, though very Hearty 
2 endeavorrs,..10 let your Tard/hi 
the World Jee bow extrea 
IT am b your goodneſs ro me, "not 
out.of a printiple of gratitude, 
intereſt too, in gratitude” Þ was : 
A 2  lige-.. > 


Ip and 


enſible © 
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The Epiſtle DellemSry. © 

wed to bethink my ſelf of a pre | 
__ witable to wh 196 ot 
ſerved Charafler and Greatneſs, than 
any I have yet had the hardineſs 
or opportunity to make ; and in in- 
tereſt, I conſidered with my ſelf, 
that having engaged with ſo potent 
adverſaries as the memory -of Mr. 
Selden, who was the glory of the laſt 
Age, and the living fame of a Per- 
ſon yet in being, it concerned me to 
look out ſome Patron of the Higheſt 
Quality and the moſt axiveriath ac- 
knowledged merit, to give ſome coun- + 
tenance to my undertakings, which 
are wenn my. for the diſcover 
of truth, and for the benefit and -) 
vantage of the World. 

I have in this Eſſay given a' deadly 
blow'to the Rabbinical Learning, 1g 
that I pretend or would. be thought © 
to ſuggeſt, as if they were not to, he 
believed in any thing they ſay, for - 
who is ſo guilty of miſtakes and - | 
pojt- 


Ne Dediciooly, 
ry 44 01 to ſpeak truth ſomes 
rimes * But if- by virtue of '@preten:t 
u'T Tradition; they ſhall .any 
 falfity. upon us, 2s 1 have proved in 
this" Treatiſe, they beniidfond bigey 
many, we are. not to believe any: rh 
pon account of any. ſuchypre 
Tradition,without other nres 
and probadilities' to worn ary\\'os a 


witneſs of drackt credit and; Profigere 
go at ; agy\ yer prat ew 

tobe: Scale of T nol ey if be\ have et- 
their other circumſtances'or Wore al- 


fowable teſtimtony to conturer# binr, 
bati upon his: own | acconntube 3x bs 


thing, and'ifany have a-Ygind\to ſup- 
port — credit "of the Rabbis, it's 


_ to be done. by proving\that\in"ſore 
ings they bave. been \tr * the right, 
he at they area in\thoſe\ parts- 
emdars,, whereind. bave aid. falſbood 

eu forgery to their charge. " 
IfMr. Selden were alive, I fbould 
deſpair but. be would acknowtedg 
bis Error and-that of thoſe upon whoſe 
A.3 authq 
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= _ autbority and credit be 
of the other 1 bave \no 97s 
then only:that be will not, prete 
(criptis #0 confute me, though Toes 
bly: —_—_— in the dark,” wb 
Can ar nor fee him, .and may 
have party:in the C offee- ens 
ftand bybim. 
» But = content. barely to "Wee nd 
futed theſe two Learned Gentlemen, 

ik itzted poſutive and affer+ 
mative\ Dottrints in the room of. thoſe 
which theywould bawe obtraded upon 
2 4, I bawe, 1 hope, held ont a Key th 
$ the Leatned Warld, by which —_ 
difficult paſſages in the Law of 
may be. explained, and bave befides 
giver ſo. fair an entrance. into" the - 
Antiquities 'of Rome, und fbown' jo 


their dependance «pon\thoſe ; 
Pebekaſt, from whence they are im. 
queſtionably —_ at is ce 
G new w pavs __ 


le Dedicatory 
|| aps all which I do humbly 


it to your Lord/hips known Can- 
” and unbyaſt Tadement and with 


, 
\ 
I 
x my moſt earneſt Prayers to Almighty 
Y 
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God for the continuance of your Lord- 
ſhips health and ſafety, in which that 
of the publick, hath »54 o great a /bare, I 
am, may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
: Tour Lordſhips | 
| moſt Humble, Obedient, 


- and Obliged Servant, 


John Turner. 
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umblcd rogether with ſuch an og- 
Winter-cales, that it is very difficulr, 
where thexc js apy Tyuth, to ſepa- 
rate the Truth and Falſhood from | ; 


oy EE et | 


the moſt remote Antiquities of || | 
Fo - - ſhow they — 
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ces; could nt: Jay! 

fuch /particular and, 0{Frgor 
xpenſarion;; which having; only 
wtgardite:tns pervidonef Hikes: | 
fances arnong the Jews, oy 
rition is. now finally: deſtroyed 
Martiages arg n0W! Unlgwtul, ca 
this Fews 
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_to' afſert© or indicate" our | poo 
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concerning the - ng rods 
© f homicide likewiſe wthis Caſe, 
I did-ir” only: our of a <_—_— 
Principle to chofe gallant 
Men!,- whoſe Virtue: tes Vis 
dom” ii-4lt others reſpedts w 
ſcarce ever called into: by 
their greareſt-Enemics: 
and. Acdrwn inſtance bbahigl 
Seneca have been, 1f he\had+done 
what he- defigned-in the foriner 
Caſe of pain, on ſuch Catowas in 
the latrer of diſgrace, for theavoid- 
ing of-which,” and-chat- he might 
not fall:into the hands of -his- 1s | 
_ ial pr mer, 

bughr it his wi r0/pres | 

vent,and anticipatetheir contempr | 
of his perſon, andall the barbarous 

 outragesoſa victorious Army tha Gal 
a'yenerous contempt of wa | 
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Yoo os that Carre whth " __ 
ct gives o Jofty and f6'&x *xe6e ten 6 
a Character, that no mort 
can 9s deſerve: 4 great Jn: 

reacular 1 ent 
run and reaſon er inal _ 
ations $ 2, 
Hi on agret 4 inimite 

Catonis 19 HU aDih 

Sefla'fuit, ſervare modum, | fries 

que indy; fr  ,G0pE? 

'-- Natur e ſequi, atri 

bs hrs nfo : pn pe 

Net fibi,ſed toti genitum ſe credere 

mine. * 

Fourchly \, It ſeems injcbih 
hard and unequal ro condemu hg 
as unnatural, and in all circum- 
ances whatſocver | prohibitcd-and 
unlawful *ro a wile Man,” which 
the” Sroicks 'a wiſe {e&, 2rd the 
greateſt Maſters of their paſſions of 
any other, did univerſally allow, 

a 2 when 
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ſons, then 2 { or bod of 
c being 
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wife Man, m_ EE 


natural reaſons 
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y Laws, and cannot otherwiſe 
be preſerved , .then -| -a-conſth 


entious and durtiful obſeryationof 


| 7 


a FE 
; $19 of | 
. 
- 


Bu SYS a2 ou. TS Eon EEE oe re EP Set 


$085: Hhgl 


a 


Wt, 


Uh Lipid 


» " . (uch 
F KT 
aqua Lt ua 
conſalatc anguiſh,ans hur- 
2 Arc a towing mind and, be 
ric for an hearty and aerigus r6- 
= Leen 


Nag _ 
od inks on 6 GI 


| Terk Reade, 


Canary forbid any 
wet ck re 


he'erirred 'into Society, row! rw « 


ro, receive a ſatc 'gnard and 'pro- 


tetion from it, and that now dif-' 


claiming all benefit from its pro- 
re&tion}, he is under no obligation 
ro'Its Laws _— the very famercaſon 
rhe ar -man, 'or a Midnight, 
er, may . excuſe = 
if; forhe alſo by > Ubonn 

an for the Laws, docs diſc Sand 
all anche and protection from 
chem, 'yet he is neverthe leſs guil- 
ry for all this, for he does ſtill break 
and violate the Oath of God, and 
diſturb the: peace and welfare of 
mankind, #5 of which the Laws 
of "nature, and the neceſſities of 
hamane lite, do forbid him' to dv ; 
and the ochcr is a breach of ano {els 


ſacred, t 


poſitive obligation, and this | 
me to a Tenth thing to be cont1i- 
dered. 


For 


h a ſuperinduced and | 
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| | peradventurdfotbid thepra@ice 
mak, yee!it "ſufficient 
t the riature of # Society doe 
as if the-Laws/ ſhould” mot 
Adultery! or © Thekt, 'yer- acer 
they: would be never the 
les unlawful, becauſe they tend to 


contention! and' ſtrife, [x0 the di- 


aid of kick mnddetaDIappeneks 


and mutual tion; and-:{o 
1n'this- caſe/ alſo, of ſelthomicide 


in'aty inftance; xhough it m 

eo bejuſtifiable, xr, a 
cuſa ava finglt inftanceconſider- 
ed-/by: it:ſelf;,'and without relation 
gear re wocyact 'of which he 


lation; 7A atk circu 
a&tion x ogra and 
propitious to them(ſelyes, yet it-is 


cnough 
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© Robe Rodder 


of 'this'ManJ-iattion ;'confidercd: 
45 a-fingle *petſo petſon, and 'withour 
_ £6 Society, (i ny; all 
| to be made 

i ox'0op make uſe 'of- 

ſorne ries pots upon 'himſelf, ra-: 
cher'then conflict any-longerwith 
expe Thema ag: w—_ by 
Evils, to.hrtle or 6 &; , 
if - we © conhider” wes ror A- 
meraber- 'of- Community , ow 
whatever may--be -pleaded/:in ex-- 
caſe” 'of his '{a&t-conſidered by ic: 
ſelf, thou I&-may appear-never' 
fo xcal ,>ſoineceflary, or 10- 
&, if you reſpect: no body bur 
im, yer in its conſequence it will 
Patronize Faticy,- and Mclancholy;; 
and c/o way tears/- or frantick 
deſpair, - or ' atiy' thing clſe* tha 
{h be. thc occalion-ot the ſame- 
violence; acted -upon .chemſelyes, 
in-others,- For-chus is certain, thac 
Jheutable: Fancics:areas real things 
i: thoſe that ate actuated - and 
b poſleſt 
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| hh ſome alogrs 
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and Fancics, by which | 
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| | have 
been known to make away their 
Wivcs and Chluldren, to take chem 
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To the Reader, | 
away from the evil to came, or 
ro prevent that Scene of miſchicts, 
winch Fancy had painted as hang- 
ing over their heads, and tO 

; down in ſhowers of mitcry, 
and musfortunc upon them: now 
this is enough to make any a&tion 
Unlawful , _—_ by it felf it 

no 


might hurt, if 
owl] ran th upon the ſame 


cerning the Marriage of Cofin Ger- 
mans , WC are to confider what 
the conſequence would be, if ic 
were frequently fed, not 
it is where the inſtances arc 
few, for there is no doubt bur 
ick and private good, are the 
of evil in theſe 
whatever that action 1s, 
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© the Reader. 

publick, char a&tion even in a'ſin- 
gle inſtance 1s Unlawtul, | becauſe 
every pattern hath a tendency to 
amication,; and that imitation-pro- 
pagated wide , would: be of -dan- 

crous:con{cquence to the publick. 
bo that muſt here inculcate once 
more:, 'that if I have any where 
ſpoken favourably of the practice 
of ſclf-homicide , it - was: only 1n 
theſc reſpe&ts, that in ſome Caſes 
it may appear to be anArgument of 
gallantry and courage, and that 1 
am very willing to cntertain ſome 
Chariry for thoſe great Men; cf- 


00m among the Romans, who 
hav 


e been guilty of it, and:who 


are fo far from being. blamed for 
what they did, 1n:the-circumſtan- 
ces they were in, that they are 
mentioned for it, with Honour 
and Commendation by the Roman 
Authors; not to add that _ 
ſcem to have received this, -as w 

as other of their Cuſtoms — 
be: & 4 Eaft, 
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\ T6 the Reader) 
Eaſt," where it ſecms'tohave beer 
a very common practice,” we have 
fevcral inſtances” of it inthe Scrip- 
ture, 'of Sampſon'and Seat 'and his 
Armour-bearer,and Achitopbel, and 
Fudas, all of whom, whatever 0+! 
ther perſonal faults they might be: 
guilty of, as"fome of them were: 
guilty” of rhe greateſt that'can be: 
committed; yer they: are no:-where/ 
blamed 'for- this 'laſt:-a&t:'of their: 
lives, and perhaps upon ſuppoſiti- 
on'that there was no life after this, 
which moſt if not all of: theay 
ſeem to have believed, and a my-! 
ſtery it was with which: Rome Pa-' 
gan was- utterly - unacquainrted ;. it; 
might -appear- more reaſonable 
then"it can'do:now, after /ife ad. 
immortality - are brought to. light by 
the Goſpel. 1 7 | 
\ Eleventhly. , 'What: hath been 
ho above of _ _ that 
Owe an cxample of . puniſh-- 
ment and diſgrace to the Wo tld, 
IR12270 b 3 and 


= _Totbe Reader. 
and therefore that others may take 
the more - eftcEtuall _—_— y 
them, they arc to.endure with pa- 
ticnce the: worſt that can happen, 
which is the beſt amends they can 
make for the muſchicfs, or wicked» 
neſſcs of their life paſt, and which 
added £0 an hearty ang ſincere res 
pentance,may perhaps be available 
with God m their bchalyes to cx- 
act.no further puniſhment in the 
life to come ; The ſame 1s trug 
likewiſe of thoſe that ſuffer for-a 
and righteous Cauſc , thar 
rhey are not to withdraw them» 
ſelves from any torment, or perſecus 
tion by an untimely death, wilful- 
ly commurted and brought upon 
chemſlvs, ny "oy Jen rent 

a great a on, 
ES. cannot avoid it, by flight or 

by concealment un a 
timc, to ſtand the-brunt of cheir 
attverſarics, and expcet the work 
chat 'cah | þcfal: them, though for 
very ; another 
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If a: Mats 
hunk wo, var under a 
carful a cafion, and:dejeibed 
d E:the Gallibings-larmabed 
undcrgo, that he is 1ndangeri.cts 


ther ro:renounce chertruth, to pur? 
chaſe this -quier © and- delve 


fronv'thoſe cvils! that! hang:!ovet - 


his head and fill his mind with ter- 
rour-and-dreadfulc apprehenſion; 


or orherwile that he 1s:not-like to 
ſuppore himiſelt under his calamis 


ty ,*{o .as:not' to-do: difp 

:ment to' rhe Cauſe] for which Tr 
ſuffers, /17ſtead of grving creputari- 
'oN or advantage rO'1tyEr even in 


this caſe: he' 18 nob/by any: ne 
to caſt-away himfclf, i bur. ra 
to his/aid: the conſidergrion/ his 


Innocence, the and cheer- 
ng reflections uperd Indy wiechoa- 
RN wth hn incs 3 
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'ous'recompence-in-the Workd/tb 
come, ' which will hayc a natural 


yendeney to Create a = 
__ 


- = 
[ bow : _— Þ v 


on 


Ab aa ot ae #4. ws wet 6h wh 


TT WW RN Vow” WD R VUyXx Wer WW wo gang TY Vu YT Wwe Vw TIO: VETS OT”, -, 


{RABE þ35] | {rl 
That ll 
th Ir 


Uh It relief 


vs IH HAT 


ihe Perk 


Tor 


th 
u THTEY 


32838 


424 Hy 


: BELL 


To BOURTY 
Neighbours: po 


wet i 

of or poſſeſions whicharves Cx! 

hims £4 

_ wha tho Law = 
or uſc-of Carna 
'to-nature/;/ and©when it: 

forbad inceſtuous ConjunGtions, 


Fu homers wt within ſuch certain: 
{how ſevere ſoever-the' 
of \theſciprohibitions-is,; 


in'ithoſe places of Leviticus, and: 
Deaterowomy where they arc found; 


yer uc does nor at all: 
ons 17 re .them , .the 
reaſon- is, becauſe though in- os 


cafe/thero' be. a . mit 


COM- 


wer [either to imi- 
rare, or'{crvalone as he-plcaſes him 
le” ſo-that- there 'is n6- we 
commirted cither upon perſon, 


berwcen both ofinks! 
iparrics, in one of theſe 
ms. Tn fre 
. andthe Cinedus in the other, yer: 
it'! was not an offence yiolkenedy:! 
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done violently - and+: withour- his 

conſent to'our Neighbour; as wall 
appear ſufficicatly,, by 'acflefang 
upon all the; inſtances jof | 
bition in the ſecond Table; forhat 
in this caſe; fo far as theſe Com- 
mandments had any thing to do; 
the maxim was'as true-then as it 
is now, wolenti non fit injuria, net- 
ther indeed: was: the-/injury, pro- 
perly g, perſonal; fince 
were ; conſenting; but 


at injury of example, or; afi-in- 
jury to the Publick:, -by (ctung a 

Copy to it, which: jt Was: a | 
us intereſt ro tranſcribe,” or to pro- 
pagate by 4nitation.. +: | 5 
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 Neitheris ie ſafficient in this mas- 
ter 20 ſay, that when our Saviour 


enjoyns as to ave our - 


as cxr eines; that thereforc whar- 
ever ve may nordo to our Neigh- 
bonr;,we may notdo to our ſelves; 


6c.conſcquently that ſcl-homicide 
by this 
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but onthecontrary there are ſeve- 
ral inſtances of it) mthtioned with- 
burany feverity of reflectionupon 
them , ſo that it ſeems to: have 
been notunfrequently: practiſed inf 
the Eft,” and from' thence the Ro- 


mens did” -probably” derive; that 
Piecc of lanty, as they eſteem- | 


ed it ; 10 it ſeems in a'manner ab» 


ſolurely - 'impracticable, - chat -it 


ſhould have been: prohibited by 


the Moſaic diſpenſation, for every 
Law muſt have a Sanction to 'in- 
force it,” and to him that fears not 
death ,-what San&ion-can there 
be? unleſs'it be the conſideration 
of his Family. 'or Poſterity, whicly 
might ſuffer/by- che Alienation or 
Forteiture ' of ' his Eſtate,” as 'a- 
* mOngſt us - which: would 'have 


been one 'means- to 'deftroy the' 
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wear in nces': 
wont''to' do," all che anſwer he 
IVes18, \thow: ſpea heft” as one'o 
fl _ nem ret, har is/that 
h-it were a veetived opini« 
Te rf ir was Lawful 107 ſuck 
caſes, for a Mair to diſpatch him 
ſelf our of the way; and aw-ordiz 
nary practice todo it, yer'it'was 
an opinion and actice founded 
upon raſhneſs and want of confi 
—_ and thar''whoeverlaid 
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fliting hand God; which whe» 
ther it were intended for a punith- 
menr of - our fins, or an exerciſe 
of 'our-parience, oran inſtance: of 
his Soveraignty and Dominion 
over” us; /it ought in; all cheſs 
caſcs ' ta. \be ſabmirred [to ,;: and 
therefore he uſed all the morives' 
and 'Ar mens he could :think 
of with himſelf, ,.to bring” his mind; 
| ro 
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band and cut me off, "yet would he 
nbC execute the ſenrehceof! darh 


upon hinafelf, nd pri rs 

ears roar: 

as well as: his:'writ 

nn ESC 
[1nifach unfortunar Fond: 
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awarc, and that I 
ſorry, if any thing that I have ſaid 
upon that occalion ſhould; give of. 
fence to-any wiſe or good. Man, 
though, I hope, in this review of 
that whole matter, which I have 
endeavourcd carcfully ro confider, 
I have made ſome amends for 
Ming amifs- in the body of the 
BovkE, if any man ſhall happen ro 

be diſpleaſed art it. wy 
The other thing . which. I have 
in my mind; and which-I find my 
ſelf obliged ro*Recant, "is concern- | 
ing the Year of Nama, which 1 
was very' confident I had dif- 
covered ; but I have made a new 
diſcovery fince that, and thar is, 
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f Brotbres dell mgerkns, and one _ theit 

aud hive no>Child ; the Wife of the 

1 ſhut not marry without. ant aſtran- 

ge ;\her- Hurhand Brother. ſhall go in 
yy ber; and take ber- to \bim-te: 
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B revfon bf which is 
A \in thenexr 
T- yerſe,viz. That the name 
FY of che Brother might not 
| For which cauſe 
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| begocrea, can) 
bock;/wes nor arcomeed the ny 
Y or her natural ; but iof ham whoſe 
fon hedidin' this » ſuſtain, tharis,of his 
Brother or! near Kinſman. 
V.'6. at it ſhall dey that the Fr Zorn 


which 


Boaz and Ruth. 


. which ſhe beareth, ſhall ſucceed inthe name 

of his Brother which is dead, that his name 

e not put out of Iſrael. Which in the 
inſtance of a near Kinſman, tho not of an 
immediate Brother was afterwardy the caſe 
- dads wen ; om whoſe Lois in 

few generations, K. Davi in 
neſs of time-'the Nicſſias himſelf, the Son 
of David was deſcended. Which Cuſtom, 
RE ERPIDY or-ofoy army 

an expreſs Law it was 

i cl anc alone chan thediions 

of the Law by or gee on 
the ſtory of Er, Onan and Shelah, the Sons 
of Jadab, all of them fucceſiively.married 
to Tamar, parry eu ncons pm 
ed, as is very plainly intimated, 28 ad Oran 

y aſſerted, Gem. 38. v. 9 

knew that the ſetd bald wor NT bs, 
it came to paſs \when raya grey ode 
Brothers Wife, ifizan ini The yh 93. Sean 
omgua ry divas «R For which fact of his it 
is ſaid in the next. verſe. And the thing 
which he did inal, he the Lord, wheres 
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&e- Sa th came to votes "” 
Author o x divite Law , which before 


_ —— in the Fgyptzans abſti- 


'nefice from Swines Fleſh and from Fiſh , 


which tho it be aſcribed by Porphyry and 
out of him by other Learned mieri, to na- 
tural reaſons, for the avoiding of the Le« 
proſy the op” diſeaſe of thoſe Coun- 
be upon ſuch Symbo/i- 
cal reaſons likewiſe as wete, if I am not 
A, the of the Fewiſh abſtis 

ich T have in other Papers 


more ge intncs baſp' And'tho = oy 


the fatne prohibitions Toll 
the neighbour Nations, yet there are two 
to be conſidered veer will make 


it "oy probable thr chey did. 
Firſt, 


TAS 


I. 


_ and ""Y 


admitted into ep eitine by arr 


out giving 
Not: 5 ich tÞ ſhould know the clean 


and unc from one another. It ſeems 


plain that he and his contemporaries were 
acquainted ;with tins. Oi ion and. the 
bounds of it before, . _ 

that it: had been conſtantly o 


the Creation until then, there being oo 5 


reaſon why it ſhould not, nor any..fir 
imaginable wherein it can be av 
that it did not obtain.  . 

You will haps that before the 
Flood, the Flek of a of animals wag not per- 
mitted to be eaten, which is true, and that 
the nature of this cleanne(s or uncleanneſs 
in animals conſiſted in this, that the'one 
were prohibited, the other allowed in food; 
men is true | ws. but £ on the 
whale truth, for were allowed or pro 
hibited RE ively Sacrifice as well as. 
food, therefore, Zan men did facrifice 
Animalsbefore the Floud, tho they did. not. 
feed upon them, it is clear that this diſtin 
tion might well enough obtain before that. 

time, 
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me hich wall 


to believe that oe: 


nt vere bm brripe/ and Birds, 
 iinces, wes firved iefork oye 
livery” of the Law , -as- well 'as after; 'ard 


- Crmanta welFasthe Jaws! And 


That you no where meet with Bo the 
ſtance as the common praftice of a Nitfon; 
at leaſt for'any ſo ancient;Idare boldly chal- 
lenge you , any ofthoſe either Birds or 
Beaſts mention'd in the ugelean Catalogue 
have been offered up for Sacrifice, neither do 
we or any Nation that I know of, uſe any, 


- or but very few, of them to this day in our 


food. The ſame may be faid of Fiſhes! of 
which thoſe that want Fins and Scales, are 
even amongſt us accounted the moſt con- 
temptible, as t = are certainly the moſt 
unwholſome kind, - and for the Sacrifice of 
Fiſh, it will be as hard to meer with ir, 

unleſs it be here and there a particular , 
and perhaps a fabulous inſtance in profane 
Authors, as in the writings of the Fes. 


And as the prohibitions, fo alſo thewl- 
lowances for Food and Sacrifices, are and 
have always been in almoſt all Nations 
ad all times the ſame with thoſe of the 
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be produced, but this, being ſoremar 


inſtances in one, *is ſufficient to 
juſtify what I have affirmed, that many of 
thoſe Rites _ the Jews, which 
afterwards the Authority of a divine Law, 
did prevail among themſelves and other 
Nations long before the delivery of that 
Law ; of which nature this very uſage, of 
which we are now diſcourſing, of the Bro- 
thers raiſing up Seed to the Brother, ſeems 
to have been one, ſince we ſce plainly that 
in the Family of Facob, that is, -1n the Na- 
tion of the, Fews, it m_ in uſe from the 
very beginning of it and was put in pra- 
QAice ps Fudah his immediate Uaeadiae, 
and 


and being a complication of ſo many . 
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Boaz and: Ruth. 
and that 'not  as'a new thing\, obut as « 
known and common pradtice im fach/ caſes, 
otherwiſe it could not be fgid of Oar. g, 
that be knew the Seed fbould not-be bis, 
if he had not known this by former 'Prece- 
dents and of a i watt und by 
the deſign of ſuch es in caſe-the 
thing > late rom Grin er 
Fadah v. 16, She hath hes mor Rios 
than I. By which” he Loa Sapage's 

which Tamar 


a 
enjoyment of his / eſt. Son! b-hry 


Cn 9 power ro'dety her 
It therefore of neceſiiry depend upon 
ſome known Law or uſage of thoſe mr 


fortner times, which was rus the thing to be 


Bur ou will fay, i it depended only upon 
his pevualls, » 11; Thew. ſaid why vp Fo 
Tamar his Dangbtes in Laid | remain 2 
Widew- at thy Fathers Hoafſe, "til! Shelati 
my Son be grown; \which words: do'manis 
teſtly contain an implicit Promiſe , thar 
when Shelab was come to mans -eſtats, he 
ſhould be obliged to m the Husbands 
part'ro- up Seed to his Eldeſt Brorher 
Er; and anocopteſbeming thy condition 
on her own party 'by-puti ing out Widows 
Garmznts , the betcer ro avoid all- pre- 
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tary eeſtrazat whach he by his promiſe had 
Jaid pep la by any rs 


Law. : 
though the 


But- to this I anſwer, that, 
inſtanceof She/ah. will not perhaps: prove 
it to have-been a Law, yet that of Onas, 
the intermediate Brother between him and 
the Eldeſk, ' will ; to: which purpoſe it- will 
be neceſſary for us toobſerve, thatiin-the 
18th of Leviticus, whers the degrees 
hibited . jn,-marriage..are recited ,; that: of 
the Brothers Wife 1s protubited with no.leſs 
ſeverity than any ofthe. reſt ;. the reaſon 
of which, together with thg prohibition it 
ſelf, is expreſſed in-thoſe Words, (ne 
Thou ſhalt . uncover the natedueſe. 
Brothers Wife, it is thy Brothers nake 
that is, Man and Wife, inthe very firſt i in. 
ſtitution of God himfelf,. when- our -firſt 
Parents came together;, ,were $0 be-one 
my Fa e. the ue bonnis = rr 
be Q i&t and ſo in as 1 
wereboth of them united into one and-the 
ſame perſop, trom whenge.it came to paſs 
that the Wiſe was accounted every whit 
as near, inthe _ ay _—_ 
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Laws;Levit. 18. 8; The nakedneſs of fy Fa- 


thers Wife ſhalt thou not uncover, jt is thy Fa- 
thers nakedueſs. wv. 14. Thou' ſhalt. not 
uncover the nakedneſs of "thy Fathers Bro 
ther, thou:ſhalt not -approach to his Wife, 
ſhe is th « 9s vor 1s, Uncles = a 

\Uncles and: 'Aunts, and- ſo all 
ana pr Collfteral Line , 'aſcend as 


igh as you will, are-in''the interpretation 
print ey? as well/as of the Civil Law 
Parentum loco, in the ſtead of Parents; and 
are to have'the ſame 'or a like reſpe& paid 
them by us,the ſameor a like Authoriry and 
rule overs; with our. natural Fathersand 
Mothers, which are the very reaſons aſlign- 
ed for this and all furrherprohibitionsin the 
dire&ly - or 'collaterally*:aſcending ' Lines 
by the Qivil Laws of the'Empire;' which 
are neither: of -them- any way conſiſtent 
with the conjugal fatniliarities of Maw'and 
Wite, ſo that "to uncover the nakedifeſs-of 
a mans Unele, is the'ſame thing”as to-un- 
1cover that*of his Father, and the Uncle and 
Uneles Wife: being, both- by the primitive 
11:8 Inſtiruzion 


Neitber ſhalt — take her Sons Daughter, 
or her Daughters Daughter to wncever her 
wakedneſs , becauſe being united to the 
Mother from whom. they. are deſcended, 
He is by interpretation a Gomman-Parent, 


as well as ſhe, to all that derive their pe» 
digree from her Lo ; 4c] 

$3. This is ſufficient to ſhew; that by 
the firſt- inſtitution of things, the Brothers 
Wife and the Brother are both of them con» 


fider'd as the ſame, ſo that to uncover the. 


. nakedneſs of the Brothers Wife is, as the 


Law expreſles it, to uncover the. nakedneſs / 


of the Brother himſelf, and conſequently 
the ame thing as to-marry a Man's own 
Siſter : -Siſter and Brother Germans being, 
tho in different Sexes, the ſame degree of 
relation. It is clcar- therefore:that, if to 


marry 
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Man. * 


_—_—_ << zz . 


>» SS OO = 


: 


JH 


Fs 
8 


HE 


: 


Ft: 


thoſe fins which werg the reaſons 

of Gods wrath ſt the Amorites, the 
Ancient Inhabitants of the Land of Canaan! 

V.-. $7.28. For all theſe abominations . 
have the men of the. Land done, which. were 
before you ,: and the Land is defiled : That 
the Lord ſpuc not you ont alſo, when ye dev 
file it, as ho, hhoedune the Nations ig | 
| | efore 
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Boaz: and” Ruth. | 
before you.” Again, v. 36.-Therefore' ſhall | 
ye keep mine Ordinance , that ye 'commit not © 
any of theſe abominable cuſtoms which were. 
committed before you. ' "aid. ch. 20.23.” And. 
ye ſhall not walk in the' manners of the' Na- 
tions, which t caſt out before you, for they 
committed all theſe things , and therefore | 
1 abhorred 'them. Wherefore there being. 
no- puniſhmerit inflicted: but for fin, "nar 
any fin againſt God that is not a Trahſ 
greſſion of ſ6me- divine Law, nor/any di- 
vine Law' but' whar' is either Natdrab/or 
Poſitive, "that is to'ſay, revealed, it is mas 
nifeſt that the marriage bf the Siſter Ger-- 
man was' an offence againſt one it nor 
againſt both rheſe Laws, before the Moſairk 

* diſpenſation was of any force or Authority! 
in the World. $3074 | 
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$6. Andrhol am not ignorant,that ſome 

of the 1 s mentioned / as forbidden, 

were notwithſtanding allow'd and rue 
in 
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ed by the permiſſion of God himſelt in for- 
mer times ;z as in the caſe of marrying the' 
half Siſter, or the Siſter by the | 
fide, which was Abrahams caſe and" yer | 
is expreſly forbidden. Lev. 18.9.:yet char j 1 
this of the era German was not of that 
nature, I conjecture with t-probabiliry 
from the Puniſhment hh un it as its" 
ſanftiog. Lev; 20. 20, If a may ſhall take" 

| * bis 


bis Brothers Wife, tt is an anclean thing , 
be yt: ancevered, -bis. Roſe nakedneſs, 
# Childleſr'; that is ,. not that 
would viſit them. by particular. 


t 


to death, without giving them 
agen as to ax cg me» 
mory by their iſſue, they were to be utterly 
and totally cut off from their People,both in 
their own perſons, and* that of their poſte- 
| rity, as it isv. 18, they were to dze, Child- 
leſs, as it' is v. 20. and ſo the Seventy have 
likewiſe render'd it in this verſe, as well 
as in the former, d&nwo dniotl, It is the 
ſame thing with, rhey ſhall ſurely be put to 
death, v. 10. their blood ſhall be upon them, 
vV. 11,12, 13. he or they ſhall tear their 
iniquity, 'v. 17, 19. That is, there ſhall be 
no Atonement for -them by any Sacrifice 
or-ſin Offering, but they themlelves ſhall 
bear their own iniquity, and ſuffer death 
f in their own pro ns. 
$7. But.now 1ts not at all likely ; that 
that - which. was .no- . offence before the 
Law, ſhould under ir be-thoxigft I heinous 
that no Sacrifice, _ nd Luſtration,.. Ho Re» 
. 4 _ demption, 
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Germans, and 
conſequently ofthe Brother to the Brother! 
Wife which I have al ſhewn to be 
the ſame, is urilawful , will be ſuffici 
proved, if I can prove there was any ſuch 
thing as an inceſtuous or prohibited mixture 
before that time, which, beſides what has 
been ſaid of the Amorites and other Na- 
tions the Ancient Planters of the Land c 
Canaan, I can prove by other inſtances}. 
both before and after the Floud. | 

C9. And Firſt beforeit. Gen.6. 2. We 
find it thus writen. The Sons of God ſaw: 
the Daughters of Meu that they were fair. 
and they took them Wroes of all which they. 
choſe. that is , they made I ages Nl. 


among one another, without any regard . 
to the prohibited degrees of | Ys 


0 


; it 2ÞHLE 


HE Rk 


fall 


= 


them Wives ;w 


Wives © 


Violence, bur a laſt 


ly thoſe of m3 ns 
F prove thus 

y to enter into: 

, and live'at Bed and: 


took them 


They 
ap cenk 


as well ava dchberat t 
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And, which is a mighty confirniatior of 


this interpretation , this is deſcribed asthe 
ſtate and condition of the World juſt before 
the ers een Floud, by St. ' Matthew 
and St. Luke. Mat.2.4-'38, 39. Lak; 119.27.) 
They did Eat and Drink they married Wives 
and were given in marriage, untill the day 
that Noah entred into the Ark; andthe 
: Floud came and deſtroyed them all. So likes 
wiſe, 2 Pet. c. 2. v. 5,6; God ſpared wot 
the Old World, but ſaved Noah the. Eighth 
perſon a,P reacher of I HO in 
the Floud upon the World of the \ungodly, 
and turning the Cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah into Aſhes, condemned them with an over- 
throw, making them an enſample unto thoſe- 
that after ſhould live ungodly. What is 
meant moſt eſpecially in the latter verſe by 
the word ««godly we know very well from 
the Hiſtory of thoſe wicked places; - but 
the Old World not being charged with 
ſo unnatural a crime, whuch yet it is very 
probable it would have been, had it- been 
guilty of it, the beſt, as well as the moſt 
charitable , way. of interpreting the ſame 
word in the- former verſe, 1s by expo 

ing it of inceſtuous mixtures which have 
always in the eſteem of the World beeo 
accounted the next in guilt to it. 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
$ 11. The ſame thing is likewiſe won- 
derfully. confirmed from an expreſſion in 
the ſtory of Zelepbebad, Num. 36.6. Let 
them marry to whom they think beſt, which 
anſwers exattly to that other place in Ger. 
they took them Wives of all which they choſe, 


is of the ſame import and ſignification : 
Let them marry into their own family, for 
the better - preſervation of the inheritance, 
without regard tothoſe reſtriftions, with- 
in which the Law of Moſes would other- 
wiſe have Haig "yan yr: eb and - ac- 
cordingly, married to Couſin 
Gm eek, were yet in other caſes 
ibited by the Law of Moſes and by the 
praſtice of the Jewiſh Church, as I ſhall 
prove .- more largely in another dif- 
courſe , wherein 1 ſhall ſtate that whole 
caſe and ſhew, that as well by the Law 
of Chriſt, as that of .Moſes and not only fo 
but by. the Law, of nature too, ſuch mar- 
riages are ex antecedenti, unlawful, tho af- 
ter they be conſummated by fruition, they 
are. upon the ſame . reaſons valid upon 
w_ before it they are- prohibited” and 

void. 
$ :2. Thus much may ſerve fot the firſt 
part of what I undertook to prove, that the 
was in Genefis abave cited 18-40 be under- 
ood of Inceſtuous TI I will we 
ew 
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Boaz and Rue. 
ſhew that'the Marrtage of Siſters and Bro 
rhers Germans is chiefly, if not- otily;, 
pointeld it in this place, by this$Sylogiſin, 

Either rhe Marrizges both of ' Mothers 
and Siſters, with their Sons and Brethren 
is to be underſtood in this place, or of 
Siſters and Brothers only. 

But atriet of Mothers with their 
Sons is not at all pointed ar in this place. 


"Therefore it muſt of neceſſity be- meant 
of the 'Marriage 'of Brothers and-'Siſters 


o_- 
- The Major I prove plainly from this, 
that all ocher ces of Conſanguinity 
ore the 'de 'of ' the Law were no 
obſtrudtion. to Marridpe, forof the Marri- 
age of Confin Germans, we havean inſtance 
in rb ! who- married *Rache! and Leah 
his Unc Zabars Daughters, of the Aunt 
in Amram the Father of Moſes himſelf, and 
of the half Siſter by 'the Fathers ſide, in 


"Abraham the Farher of the Jewiſh Nation. 


Ic 'remains therefore, ſince the very next 

rees, both in the aſcending and in rhe 
collateral line were permitred:that this Text 
cannor poſſibly be underſtood of any other 
Inceſtuous Marriages, 'but thoſe ot Brothers 


and Sifters Germans, or of Sons and their 


natural 
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Boaz, and Ruth. 

natural Mothers together ; bur of. the Mar- 
riaye of Sons with their Mothers, it is ab- 
ſurd to underitand it;' for thys reaſon, that 
it is laid, che Sons of God ſaw the Dangh- 
gers of Men that wy _—— in,'which 
it is plainly implyed; t y were 
and Virgins ; wow thus much. 2 
that the Epither of fair, is by rio means 
ſurable ro Women in. their declining Age, 
as they muſt needs be who are the Parents 
of marriageable Children ; it is therefore 
evident. that it muſt be meant of the Jater- 
marriage. of Brothers and Siſters Germans 
together , which was the thing I under 
took to prove. "61 

$ 13. And this being ſo great a provo» 
cation to Almighty God, that it was one 
ot the main caules of that diſmal Floud with 
which the Qld World was overtaken, ,and 
it being inconſiſtent with the Juſtice, of 
God, to-puniſh an offence ſo heavily and 
ſo univerſally, whichthey themſelves who 
did it, did not know to be a fin, it follows 
plainly that before the Floud ſuch Marriages 
were, and were accounted in the eſteem 
ofthe World, unlawful. | 

$ 14: Having thus proved that before 
the Floud there were prohibited degrees 
of Conſanguinity, andthat the tr | 
thoſe bounds by DISD Mixtures,whict 
2 


id 
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Boaz arid Ruth. 


did” -then' very frequently prevail in the 
World, -was one great-cauſe of that univer- 
fal calamity with which it was overtaken; 
it may ſeem an unneceſſary task to go a+ 
bout t6-prove, that the ſame prohibitions 
were eſteemed no lefs ſacred and inviolable 
after it, ſince Noah, who together with his 
Sons wete. innocent of this fin, and yet 
knew fo well as they did, by the puniſhment 
of others, how heavily diſpleafing it was in 
the'Eyes of God,' could not chooſe, to 
ther with the tradition of the Floud it ſelf, 
but deliver down the cauſes of - it to their 
Poſteriry,-together witha caution to avo,J 
the fame iniquities, for fear of hong Vis 
ſited, tho not with the ſame ( for God had 
made a promiſe that he would net drown 
the'Worldany more) yet, with fome equal 
ly terrible and dreadful judgments. 

F'15. But yet, becauſe nothing can be 
too ſure, I will prove it by a double in- 
ſtance; by the firſt of which it will appear, 
that the marriage of Parents with their 
Children;by the ſecond, that that of Brothers 
and Siſters Germans or Uterines with one 
another , was after (the Floud and before 
the delivery of the Law, look*d upon as de- 
reſtablE and unlawful. 

$ 16.. The Firſt is the caſe of Lot, 


who lay with his Two Daughters , from 
| | | which 
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BoxZ and Ruth. 
which ineceſtuous + Coitions the -two great 
of _ and coin =_ deſcended ; 
ired 0 ling upon him 
to ey « mage whkond « defires , Fil they 
had made him ſo much more than mellow, 
that it is ſaid, he perceived not when they 
lay down or when they aroſe , Gen. 19. 33. 
which is a plain argument that a juit and 
righteous man, which is the Charatter of 
Lot, would not , in his right ſenſes and 
while hecontinued to have a due exerciſe 
of his reaſon, have been guilty of a Con- 
ſlion; of that nature, and conſequently 
that in thoſe times it was eſteemed and 
looked upon by all as an abominable and 
accurſed thing. 
$17. The Second inſtance is that of 
Abrabam, when being charged by 4bime- 
lech, the King of Gerar, for having deceiv- 
ed him under pretence that Sarah was his 
Siſter, when ſhe was in reality his Wite, 
ſays in excuſe of himſelf, Ger. 20, 12, She 
is my Siſter, ſhe u the Daughter of my Fa- 
ther, but not the Daughter of my ' Mother, 
and ſhe became my Wife , by which it is 
lain, that in the opinion of Abraham her 
ing a Siſter only by the Fathers ſide, was 
not an hinderance to Marriage, and this be- 
ing ſpoken by way of appeal, anJ. in his 
own vindication to Abimelech, who had 
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indeed injured himfelf,- for cwant- of duly 
conſidering rhe true meaning of: Abratgily 
expreſſion, it is an argument that it way 
the Cuſtom of thoſe times, and- rhar the 
ſame degrees of Confanguinity wereallows 
ed and prohibited at Gerar as well as in the 
family of Abraham, who probably if in 
theſe matters he had differed from hig 
neighbours, it would have been in this that 
the allowances would have been rather 
more narrow than more indulgent and It 
centious on his fide. ' $7.4 mores . 

$ 18, * I know very well that Joſephu 
and our of him Biſhop Tay/or, and'out of 
him his Tranſcriber, 7. D. the Writer of 4 
ſmall Treatiſe in behalf of the Marriage of 
Couſin Germans , will needs have' Sarah 
not to have been Abrahams Siſter in that 
ſenſe in which we uſually take the word; 
but only his Niece, the Daughter of hi 
Brother Haran, and the ſame with /fcah 
Gen. 11. 29. and this he tells us, p. 84. of 
that little piece, 'will appeat to any one 
who rightly conſiders the place; but it 
decd, whether. 1 have rightly confidered it 
orno, I am ſure I have conſidered itas well 
as I can, andTcan find no ſuch thing in it; 


" but Sargh and [ſcab are both of them men- 


tioned in the very ſame verſe, which' it is 
2ot likely that it would have been done 
_ without 
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Boaz and Ruth, 
without any mention of the of the 
Baie , 5 18 uſually done, or. without {@ 
much as intimating that ſhe was called 
both of theſe names, if they bed been 
of them one and the ſame perſon. 

Beſides, if a man. would be underſtood 
of bis half Siſter or his Siſter by the Fathers 
fide, how could he expreſs hunſelf more 
ckarly than thus. She is my Sifter, ſhe #s 
the Danghter of my Father, but not the 
Danghter of my Mother. 

Again that very expreſſion, fbe is the 
Daughter of "7 Fatber, but not the Daugh- 
ter of my Mother, cannot without granting 
many precarious. aſſertions, ind ſuch as 
can no way be juſtif'd, be underſtood of 
the Niece or Brothers Daughter , ſo, as the 
ſenſe of the place mult at that rate, be this ; 
She 1s the Daughter, or Grandchild of my 
Father Zherah, but not of my Mother, but 
the is his Grandchild by ſome other Wite, 
who was the Mother ot Haras; (o that it is 
plain to make this interpretation good , 
theſe two things muſt firſt be granted, Firit, 
that Therah had twq Wives, either together, 
which cannot be proved of any but Lamegb 
before the F or lucceldively , which 
cannot. be proved neither ;- and it it could / 
be proved. yet, Secondly, it muſt be grant- 
ed likewils that of tijeſe two, Abraham 

C 4 Was 
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Boaz ſand Ruth. 
was the Son of tlie one, and Zaran of the 
other,but that they were not both deſcended 
of the ſame Mother ; all which is not only 2 
ſhameleſs but alſo « very needleſs begging 
of the queſtion. =e 

For the reaſon, as I conceive, why this 
opinion was Firſt ſtarted in the World, 
was out of a pious deſign todefend Abraham 
From thoObloquyofan inceſtuous Mi 
whereas if a man would conſider things a- 
right, the Niece or Brothers Daughter, is 
rather more than leſs a kin than- the half 
Siſter by the Fathers ſide, and that upory 
two ſeveral accounts, both becauſe the Fa- 
ther's is of the two, the more uncertain 
fide, and becauſe in the Niece or Brothers 
Daughter, there is at one remove if he be 
Brother German, as it cannot be proved 
that ZHaran was not, the blood of both oar 
Parents running in her veins, beſides that 
to ſuch an one we are parentum /oco, which 
is another hindrance to Marriage in the 
Meſaick as _ as the Civil Law, 

I conclude therefore upon an impartial 
ſurvey of the whole Hoa4 that this con- 
jeture, let it be ſupported by never fo 
great names, is not only precarious but 1m- 
probable into the bargain. Neither do. we 
read of any other change of Name which 
Sqrah ever ſuffered but only that of Saras, 
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Boaz and Ruth. 

av mutation into Sarah, which 
by a re hee one marr Prizcep Fee 
mina, to make jt of the ſame fi tion 
with Miriam or Maria , which was the 
Name of the bleſſed Virgin, trom Mar or 
Maran Dominus, whence rhe Maronites in 
the Eaſt, and that bitter form of Excom- 
munication called by Sr. Paul Anathema 
Maranatha have their name likewiſe. 

For as 1ſaac was A Type of Chriſt ſo what 
the bleſſed Virgin was to him, that Sarah 
was to [ſaac, the reſpettive Mothers of 
thoſe two bleſſed offsprings, the one an Old 
Woman with whom it had long ceaſed to 
be after the manner of Women, the other 
a ſpotleſs Virgin , that had never known 
maps, both ot x prin in 2 manner” equally 
miraculous as hath been faid elſe where in 
the caſe of Fohn the Baptiſt his forerunner. 


The Reſult of all is this, it hath been ſuf- 
ficientlyproved that for Brothers and Siſters 
Goring ww ro pra 6 was all accoum- 
ed impious and unlawful, it hath prov- 
ed likewiſe, that the Marriage of the Bro- 
_ Wa in allbut the caſe excepted , is in 

interpretation of 'Law the ſame thing 

bs «omar the'Siſter German , laſtly, by 
words of the Levitical. Table of 

Marriage it gp that where the Brother 


dying 


Boaz and Ruth. | 
dyiog leſt Iſſue, ar leaſt Male Iſſue begotteg 


in lawful Wedlock, behind him, fuch- Mar 


riages were puniſhable with death ; which 
Puniſhment was too ſevere for the breach of 
a Law, that had not ſomewhat more than 
a poſitive. turpitude init, or of ſuch a Mar- 
riage-as was till that time without ſcrupke 
allowed and praQticed in the World, 

It is theretore clear upon more accounts 
than one, that fuch marriages in general 
were always reckon'd /ince{tuous and for 
bidden ; Onan therefore being put upon pay: 
ing this ſervice to the memory of his Bro- 
ther, ſo much againſt his own inclinations, 
as we ſee by the ſtory-ut was, might have 
urged in his own excuſe, that it was an In- 
px Mixture, forbidden by the Laweof 
Nations, and the conſtant practice of thoſe 
and former times, and that though there be 
an entire Obedience due to the Commands 
of our Parents, as well as Politick Superi- 
ours ſo far as thoſe Commands are; in the 
matter of them Lawtul,. yet that in this, as 
in all other caſes, where the Divine and 
Human Authority interfere with one ano- 
ther, it was better to obey God than Man, 
which fGiace he did nat do, but inſtead of 
that made a ſemblance of Obedience,though 
he was reſalved before hand not- to do 1t, 
it 15 4. plain indication. that thus caſe Gf 
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been | by the ob thoſe times; 
RE Wet yr would have 
puniſhed this diſobedience with that feveri- 
ty whieh-he did, if he had refaſed that ſer- 
vice in" compliance, or at feaſt in; agree- 
ment to- the- Laws of God, 'or the Uſages, 
though but. repuredly- facred, of thofe 
times. | N! 

Fhe fame is likewife further clear from 
the apprehenſion- of Judah, leſt the ſame 
untimely Fate might likewiſe be the porti- 
on -of his youngeſt Soh Shelah, it Tamar 
thorough his negle& did not continue in 
her ſtare of Widdow<hood, till $hel/ah was 
grown upto marriageable years; v. 11. lf 
prradventure he dye alſo, as hu Brethren 
did, which yet would have been no-fault of 
his, if through the negligence of the Father 
a ſufficient rettraint had not Leen laid upon 
his hrer Tamar ;z neither could Shetahb 
have ſutter'd any thing by it, if it were not 
that God does often puniſh: the-ſins of 
the-Farhers in the: Children, which is no 
more'rhan a proper exerciſe: of his Sove- 
raign Power and Dominion over men. 


Bat ' Judah had been guilty of ' no' fin, 
in ſuffering her to marry avroad, if the rea- 
fon of her marriage to Ovam,Firſt,and of her 
being afterwards deſigned for $She/ah, had 
: het - not 


| Boay and: Ruth. © 
not depended on ſomething' elſe be 
own arbitrary pleaſure. Further we 
find that ſhe was afterwards | 
to Shelah, but it is more 
ſilence of the Scripture in itthat the u 
got, becauſe by the Levitical Law, which 
in this inſtance alſo ſeems to have been 
much ancienter than the time of Moſes, it: 
was not Lawful for the ſame Waman to 
conceive by the Father and Son. And 
though i ba'eews that ſhe did 
enjoy both Son and Father, ndeonay 
this righein it ſelf,but only 
is ſomewhat excuſed from a ſort of 


that ſeem'd to attend it ; She hath beew more 
righteous then I, ſaid Fudab, as much as 


fay,ſhe hath donean abominable 
I that which was more i than ſhe, by. 
with-holding my Son $ from her em- 
the re? due aug a Sar nr 
t ve to the memory of. my 
ceaſed Son, wa + her for her }Huſ- 
band, — 
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part, and þ | on PI, 
_ gs: berween Ao 
Therefore he faid -rightly , ' She hath 


been more righteous than 1; for Er the Eld- 
eſt Brother. was-to'xaiſe up ſeed to the Fa» 
wy. or to, prapagazaebe. name A 


— 


© 


of 


| | . * Dreſin 
aduk evie temeravverst? Non 


oft ſenſus magis quam eg, 


NN 


25 
+ 


& 


; guenacs puſs 
the ſame [thing is &v 


y which you ſee 


, b 
other 


gue /e 
L 4 


Tufts off quam ego 
com 


i.e, juſtior. 
Bed of her Husband Er 


Laſtl thi 
this, [char till Jad 
likewiſe, which is an 


forſaking $ 


_ L one 
bs. 
dicit julta 


[FI EEE Am eREeECQrC cGoDiyuicam.ii1iGd4 cr. o> 141.49 


Boox and Ruth. 

of what hath been ſaid, char” Adulterylong 
betore the delivery of the Law was puniſh» 
el'with Death bar 4rdoesnor ſeem'rharhe 
would have puniſhed this offence' fo heavi- 
ly, if the Cuſtom 'and Law of char-rune, 
had/riot'made it Adultery'to _—_ or th 
joyanother'ſo long as; any of the Brethren 
Null remained alive, / and in a/Condition'of 
lkelyliood 'of being io; xo propagate' he 
name of their Elder Brother. HON 

It remains then'tharirhis Cuſtom' muſt 
needs bencietiter rhagrhe time of Judah; 


and fine there is/ho inſtance. of amyiſach. 


thing inallthe/ Family of Abrabam, though 
Foupsd ab high as ro'Stmihimſelf, rrill 1 
come tothe Sons of !Fuddhin this 'Chaprer, 
ſince all -the' Soas' of 'Nbab were attually 
married\at 6neund the ſame time to ſeveral 
and diſtin&t Wives Since Noah himſelf is no 
where taken norice vf as! the 'begirmer of 
any ſuch pratice, .or., as.4n example pf it 
it ſeems moſt reaſonable to go yet furrher 
backwards and olice-the firſt begimings 
of this Ancient: ulage inthe arite:noachiol 
or antettluvien tins, 1 10 
1 id hor defend this fat of '7awar, from 
all faſperion- of guite,” wheh: ir mayiſeem © 
beat firſt fighitznot onfy a very uglawtul/but 
"# very dereſtablepra@ice- and whenar this 
diſtance of ſeveral Thouſand Yearsbeing in 
| - 


ſtaid thus long, 
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uſages of thoſe tim 
ſible'to make ſuch a 
may be' 


lab the Third Son of Judah was alive, or he 
was dead ; if he were alive,it is true the was 
the years of his Maturi- 


time, ſhe'did in 'betray 
her firſt Husband Zr, whoſe: 
was in\this-caſe to ſuſtain.Bur it after ſhe had 
which was all that ſhe was 
obliged 'to.do, ſhedid then demand him in 
Marriage, -according to the contract and 
ment formerly made between: them ; 

- Judah who was LI NI 
this agreement, which was the propaga- 
ting ot his own and his Sons name,' and the 
continuing the'Inhericance in-the line of 
the Fir born,would:nor ſtand rothecon- 
clam by al tices; cadallewoyes 
| | 26 q ui- 

ty inthe edArygen Natty: w-rkoad tb 


fancy ſome other perſon usband 
more than ſhe did She/ah, in which caſe it 
is altogether unreaſonable ſhe ſhould be un- 
der any reſtraint, when the parties on whoſe 
ſide all the advantage lies, will not make 

their own part of the bargain. 

—— _ | Bs. 
Adultery upon tion $ 
ing alive, Bad himſelf refuſed, or had by 
yrs þ Reagan hindred _ from 

orming his :part of the condition, 

it was umpoſſible tor him at that time todo, 
pr es. 8 ,' Who had, as 
it according/to the Ancient practice 
of the Geſt.mortaly jus vite & necis, an ab- 
ſolute and deſpotical power over all his fa- 
mily. :and dependants, - as appears by. the 
ſentence ipaſicd upon (Tamar wathout any 
other Procels or Formality of Law, but his 
own Arbitrary decree,. Ges.  38.-2.4. bring 
ber farth and let her be burnt. 

Of 'which deſpotical power of Parents 
over-their Children / and ſuch was: Tamar 
in this-caſe, being. ſtill conſidered; as the 
FO hn el Sadend 1 /720008;08 
9329:194 | Judah, 
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 - Boa and. Ruth, 
Judah To long as Sheldb lived ;\. who was 
arent yes Fo Age woſuſtait hig on 


mn. kr Omen png 
known s in the Ancient Reman 
ſtory,/the- firft is that of him; of /the.ſur- 
viving 'Horatii, who killed his own Siſter; 
for bewailing the Death of her:Lover, an 
enemy of Rome, who being for this.ſa&t ar- 
raigned,; and. about to receive ſentence of 
Condemnation from the Daxmu###', who 
fat in'Judgment him, was thits defen- 
edand 1 for, by the miſerable old 
man his Father, who was now in;danger of 
lofing all his Children, though aot many 
hours before, the happy Parent af nume- 
rous andhopeful ing, Se Filiam" jure 
ceſam judicaregnt ita efſet patrio jure in film 
animadverſurum faiſſe. Liv. lib. x. The Se- 
cond-is of Sp. Caſtus in the Second Book 
of the ſame Author, who being accuſed of 
aſpiring to be King, a name 10; hated- at 
that:timei/by the Romans, among; other ac- 
counts:/given of his:puniſhment, 4s faid- to 
have-been: ſentenced to Death for! it- by his 
Father, and executed at home by vertue of 
that Sentence. Ezvies words are theſe: Surt 
qui patrem auttorem- ejus ot hr ferant, 
eum ,' cognith domi.causa, werberiſſe' ac ne- 
caſſe : pores vt mg erert - cenjecraviſfe; 
Sanun inde fattum efſe, & inſcriptums, EX 

D CASSIAH 


pan. 
ASSS4 RAMILIA ( 
wr ate yory and the former inſtance is 


that of ki Wirginius, in'the 3a. Book of the 
fame Weiter,, who, as'it may feem by/vers 
tue of 'this- paternal power, flew his own 


her from the Luſt of 
_ Ap. 


of 
of Military 


to free 
Tthe-Decemvir, but as for 


Lo... __ FO—_ —_— — Med md ws "Ol 


y 
tle Kingdom by it ſelf, of which the Parer- 
familias was the Supreme Lord, from whoſe 
determinations there was no manner of Ap» 
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with in greater Bodies ; and in truth whe 
matters are examin'd to the bottom it v 
be found, that the Original of 


% wk. a _ 


. is i J3' ,LI907] JMNICI 
if you ſuppoſe She/ah 


ter another, there was no | 

to raiſe up Sced ro'the Eldeſt; therefore he 
was perfettly dead to all intents and: pur- 
poſes, both in himſelf and in his Proxios, 
and fo there was no poſſibility of commit- 
ting Adutrery with relation either to him 
or them. * 


It is true indeed according tothe 
of after days, which fee to have taken 
their Coppy from theſe, and thoſe that 
went before them, in default of a Brother, 
the Widdow of the deceaſed mightchallenge 
the next of Kin, as is clear troms-rhe-in- 
ftagce of Rath, who firſt demanded a 1oar- 
er Kinſman, and then upon his refuſal _ 

| D 2 


Q 


* 


Boaz, and Rath. | 
in Marriage, the latter of which challenges 
WAS AC N 
And it ſeems clear inthe Law of 
Moſes, atleaſt as toan immediate Brother, 
that the Woman was bound ro put in her 
Claim to him, yet it was ſtillat his liberty 
whether. ho woukd-com y with it or no, 
only it ſeems by the of the neareſt 
Ee nts Both of Elimelech, in_the 
dhe rgher rh that he was to give 
ſome tolerable reaſon of ſuch his 


But then againthere be two reaſons why 
ſuch challenges as theſe were made ; The 
firſt was this, That the Younger was conſi= 
dered in the Nature of a Servant to the Et 
* der, of which I ſhall ſpeak more largely 
and. b » but this did not hold in the 
la Relations , who were not under, 
the fame ſubjection to the party deceaſed, 
nor to the | Authority of the Pa- 
ter-familias who was in the Nature of a 
common Soveraign to all the Sons, but 
had no ſuch power over che deſcending Re- 
lations in the tranſverſe or oblique Line. 

Secondly, It was done for the better 
ſerving the Inheritance in the Line of the 
ppp for which reaſon the Firſt-born 

this umputative Wedlock, was to riſe 
in and inherit the name of the 


that. 
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Boaz and Ruth. 

thatis, not that he. was to be called bythe 
fame -name with his imputative Father, for 
the Son of Ruth by Boaz, was not called 
Mable, which was the name of her decea- 
ſed Husband, but 04ed; only all the buſt- 
neſs was, he was to inherit the eſtate of the 
deceaſed , which it was not in the-power 
of his real Father 20- alienate him , 
or divide the Children. of another 
Venter, neither had he any right to ſuch 
Inheritance, but what was devolved upon 
him by his Elder Brother for the uſe of his 
Eldeſt Son, by his faid Brothers Wife, be- 
gotten by him in his Brothers ſtead. 

It is apparent therefore, if there were no 
inheritance in -danger of being alienated 
from the Houſe of 7adab, ,or of his''Eldeſt 
Son, Er, that ſhe had no manner 'of rea- 
ſon why ſhe ſhould challenge the: »ex: of 
Kin upon the deceaſe of the three Brothers, 
and t re clear that ſhe'did not do 'it, 
much leſs would any of them be under any 
the leaſt obligation to accept of any ſuch 
chal as that was.  . 

For that Fudah and much leſs his Eldeſt 
Son, had yet no Inheritance of their own, 
may ſeem probable from this, that Faco5 
himſelf was yet alive, beſides . thac the 
ſhortly after were to par for Ezypr, bid. 
ding a long Adieu to the Land of. Caraas, 

N D;_. and 
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38 Boaz. and Ruth, 
and all their immovable' Poſſeſtions in it; 
However Ja«dab himfclf being fttllaswe fee 
by the ſtory in a condition ca — 
a Poſterity deſcended bor ork from 
own Loyns, it was a prepoſtetous way to 
have. recourſe to: this artificial remedy 'in 
the tranſverſe Line, when Nature as yet 
was {© vigorous and- warm as to be able to 
propagate and continue its ſelf ; fo that it 
remains an undeniable truth , that whe- 
ther Shelab were alive or dead, ſhe was 
free from all manner. of Obligation cirher 
to him or any other of that Family;:and 
therefore could not by this Attion be ſaid 
to have committed Adultery,which was the 
thing to be 

But now after all it is certain that She/ab 
was yet alive, Gen. 46. 12. The Sons of 
Judah,. Er, Onan, avd Shelah , Pharez 

' and Zerah: but Er and Onan dyed in the 
Land of Canaan. Which is as much as to 
ſay that She/ah did not but went along with 
his Father, Grand-father, and Uncles into 
Egypt as it is alſo, Num. 26.19,20. The Soxs 
of Judah after their Families were of Shelah 
the Family of the Shelanites, Sc. x Chros. 
4. 21. 22, the Sons 5x the Sou of Ju- 
dah were,Er,the Father of Lecah avd Laadah' 

\, the Father of Marcſhah, and the Families of 

\, them that wrought fine Linen, of the Houſe: 
Fr | | of 
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any mark'of his favour, but it is manifeſtly 


a horical expreſſion; 'and therefore. 
ft aide to ſome Cuſtom of Uſage of. 
thoſe rimes. . 527] | [2 291 


: Now: it Pane hte Genea- _ 
ogy were c pt, -1 will not: 
74.4 the Creation , when there were;no 
letters, bur as ſoon as ever lettersbegan,this 
being -the Principal if hot the' farſt- uſe. of 
Letters inall Nations. To what wherefore. 
cur this expreſſion better .allude .than to 
thoſe Tables 2 which- being probably writ- 
ten over in every Family tor themſelves, 
when the Family increaſed, and conſeqt 

ly the Tables were to be enlarged; and 
often-times Tranſcribed for the ule of new 
deſcendants in every Generation, they.did 
not Tranſcribe any more than what was 
neceſſary to carry down the Hiſtory: of 
Succeſſion, ſo as if a man had Five Sans 
as Fudab had, Two of which dyed with» 
out Iſſue, and ended'in themſelves. , they 
were omitted as uſeleſs out of this Table, | 
becauſe the knowledge of their names' was 
of no uſe tothe Herauldry, as I may-call it, 
of thaſetimes, which could give a ſuffici- 
ent account of its felf without them ,: but 
could not:make uſe of them in order to the 
ſetling- any doubt that ſhould ariſe in the 
Hiſtory of a Pedigreein after times. ire 


— "2 = «TT +, © © = 


Do» mr 5H O© < © =© 


Lens 


DOG I UL SET H aw Yyyaurwogowo oC OCT 


— 
—__ 


Boaz and Ruth. 
Of the ſame import is that ' of Pſalw 
69. 28> Let them-be blotted out of the Book 
of = living, and _ alas with the 
righteons.. | | Genealogics is 
called-the Book of the Living 'becauſe in 
wap >< names es pen 
live in their Poſterity in their own 
perſons: thiey be dead and buried. - And 
wot written. with-tbe righteous , becauſe 
fruitfulneſs was always look'd upon among 
the Jews; and that with good reaſon, as an 
argument of Gods favour,and of ſomething 
commendable in thoſeon whom thisbleſſing 
was beſtowed, and the contrary as a curie 
nan 
provoki which was manifeſt! 
the ole of Er, and Onan, who ſeem __ 
fore to have been left out of Joſephus his 
account, as not worthy the notice of after 
times. 

Soalſo Pſ. 109. 13. Let his Poſterity be 
cut off, and in the Generation following let 
theix name: be blotted out, i.e. when the 

Generation, ſhall - come again to 
Tranſcribe the Tables of Genealogy for 
themſelves, let the: names of; this mans 
Poſterity, . as dying without Iflneibe omit- 


& ted. And this no: queſtion is the true ſenſe 


of that place, Devut.. 25. 6. And: it ſhall be 


that the Firſt-born which ſbe beareth ſhall ſuc- F 


ceed 


41 


Boaz and Ruth. 
ceed in the name of his Brother which i; 
dead, that his name be not put out ; of a 
Pat out; viz.” in that manner which I have 
fid, and that in the Regiſter of his Family 
bis name may ſtill ſtand over his unputative 


ag 02s gs rn 
do, all the defcendants from that 
adoptive Birth, enjoyed the Inheritance 
only in right of him , who himſelf. died 
without any Ifſue of his own Body; ſo that 
earth, noo of the m_ 
the Eſtate w 

ad; _ fome* Collareral ork 
becauſe his imputative deſcent mn a ri 
therefore it was neceſlary it el 
tered down thus : 


Mahlon 


Boaz 
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F-Ruth, 
Obed. 


Or ſome ſuch way.as this, to ſhew how 
he and his deſcendants came.by that 
ritance which they enjoyed, - otherwiſe 
he that. died unmarried or being married 
had no Inheritance, nor Iſſue either of his 
own or his Proxy, his name was omitred 
as uſeleſs in the Catalogues of Succeſſion, | 


It 
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Boaz, and Ruth. 

of diſpute then that She/ah was 
| od drrovter certain that he 
come to Marriageable Eſtate. 
v. 14.” She ſaw 'that Shelah was grown and 
"uot given him to Wife. and v. 26. 


It is 


ave hey not to Shelah my 


did not give or, which ion ins 
likelphood maſt be Anſwered thus : 

Onan had fuch ſuch an averſation for 
the perſon of Tamar, or rather far the 
etting Children to propagate 
enjoy the inheritance, it he 

_ that we - _ 
tality he was guilty of, to 

eful Service; and it is 
not unlikely that Shelab, when he came at 
Age, might as to this matter have the 
ſame ſentiments with his Brother Ozar, for 
it is natural to every man to hate Bondage, 
and to loath every thing that beſpeaks him 
a Slave, which was the true reaſon of the 
Younger: Brothers, performing the Huſ- 
bands part to continue the name and me- 
mory of the Elder, as I ſhall prove more 


Ty nts 
15 very lik re, that knowing 
how ſeverely God had puniſhed the beaſtly 
diflimulation of his Elder Brother , that 
vViny 
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hath beew more righteous than 1, becauſe 


FE 
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very fa& it ſelf being made death after. 
wards by the Law of Moſes, which is « 
new argument of the Antiquity of the 
Moſaick diſpenſation, \as to moſt. of the 
things Prohibited or. Commanded in itz 
it is very likely, I ſay, upon this account, 
that having the ſame averſion with his El- 
der Brother, he would not yet be guilty of 
the ſame foul Hypocriſy and Duſſimula- 
tion, but declined this ungrateful office 
more openly than his Brother had done, to 
which though his Father by his Arbitrary 
power might have compelled him, as he 
ſeems to have done his Son Onan, 

fearing to drive him to the ſame wicked 


extremity which had coſt the other his 


life, and would in concluſion rob him of 
all his Children, he did fo far at laſt yield: 
to the fixt and immovable averſion of his 
Son, as to ſuffer him to Marry another, 
for Marry it is certain he did, as'I have: 
proved already, and from that match the: 
Shelanites were deſcended. x 
Beſides that Tamar would have. had no' 
reaſon to deſpair, which yet it is certain 
ſhe did, v. 14. If Shelgh.had ſtill continued: 
rfe&tly diſengaged, for ſo long whatever! 

is own inclinations. were , ſhe had a rea-. 
ſonable ground of hope; that he was ſtil 
by his Father J«dgh deſigned for: her, in 
_ . purſuance 
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of the made between 


them, v.14. Theſame is clear from v.26. 


Becanſe that 7 gave her not toShelah my Sox 
bo bod ae ; 


for i remained- ſtill unmarryed ; 


and had been firmly-deſigned by Jadab for 
her Bed, it would haye been no excuſe for 
her, that he had not done it yet, ſo long as 
he. had not violated his faith by giving 
him to another. - - | 

It is certain therefore that ;Shelah was 
not only alive at this time but-attually 
pies and being ſo he had till a further 
excule why he would not raiſe up Seed to 
his Brother. - by 

Becauſe beſides his own averſion, which 
would to be ſure - encreaſe, with the love 
which. he may well be ſuppoſed to have 
conceived for his other Wife, the piquesand 
aniimoſities betwixt the two Women might 
make it a duty me he owed to the quiet 
of his Family and' the comfort of his Lite, 
to continue with the ſame or greater obſti- 
nacy to refuſe her,; than he had formerly 
done ; nay, the rational proſpett of thoſe 
diflerences which do naturally ariſe in Fa- 
milies from Poligamy , where there are 
more. Women than one pretending at the 
ſame time to an equal or greater ſhare in 
the afleRtiohs of the Husbangd-, - and inthe 
Goverament of the Houſe, together wed 


to take 
whole Family would be engaged in n 
. of Civil War, and wonld be embroyled in 
everlaſting Tumults and Diforders ; this» 
lone might be ſufficient "— : 
admitting 7amar into partnerſhip 
his "he and-much more would the expe 
rience which he might poſlibly have of 
the inconveniences had attually hap- 
J, ſcare him from edmitting any rival 
|= thonyery, or partner in his comugal 


r parts, by which means th 


| h in truth whether it were from 
theſe unfortunate janglngs, or that in 
thoſe times it was not looked upon as lawful, 
the inſtances of Poligamy before the Law, 
are very rarely to be met with: I do not 
remember to have found above one before 
the Floud , and that is of Lamech who 
had Adah and Zillah to his Wives at one 
and the ſame time, and but two after it, 
and before the delivery of the Law; that 
is, of Facob who had Rachel and Leah rhe 

Daughters 
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"Boz \and Rab. 
ny gs Uncle Labay, and of his 
Hjan, who had Three Wivay, but 
Two ,were ſach as it was not Lawful for 
any Of Abrahams 
which reaſon, 
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hetically apply Rt to 
had been ſome way ” 
init, Ge. 4. 3» An 

| 's Adah and Zil- 
of Lamech 


Max to my moundi al man to m 
hurt, hh for ©:4 = . 
tentions between Rachel and Leah are ſut- 
ficiently known, to all that are not pertect- 
ly unacquaiated with the Ceremony 


En  EBSASRSSES 

F 

I 

HA | 
2z2D 

SY 

4} 

DF 

Filth 

HJ 


Wherefore Shelah being now Marie's 
another, _ _y now the inconvenien- 
ces of Polig, in his own bs 
_ 2 Its has been alwa 
ery teaſonable excuſe, as 
the caſobf the neareſt of Kin of the Family 
of Elimelech, his excaſe-why he would not 
purchaſe the Field of Naomi, nor redeett 
the Inheritance of \Mablon and Chilion is 
this, 7 tannor redeem it my ſelf, left T mart 
my own Inheritance, Ruth 4. 6; But how 
comes that to pals ? Joſephus will tell you. 
ra: N uo quraing | Nov mech rr ple 
he ſaid be had aWife and Children alre 
Which whether it were the Anſwer that- 
ave no,yetit HR _ — 
in Joſephus to peaking th 
i had er Groans upon as'a tee 
ſonable excuſe ,- among the Fews, and 4 


proper Bar to Marriages of this Narure/ 


Again it ſeems v that " 
was The very pro rin fLnprrer as of the 
"Anſwer winch he gave, becauſe" this Ar 
ſweris a very genuine interpretation-of the 
place in Ruth above cited. - / camnor redeem 
it my ſelf , leſt I mari'my own Oren 


Now 'there are two ways which thi 
Inheritance might be marred; Firſt if thers 
were 
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- come to paſs 
fortune , and that 
fol cncher FEET: 


and a _ wh ay : broods. of Children to 
or, 

mf hs byGack of Polygamy had not been 

ot 1m 


Polygamy before the 
Law than-are to be found in 

whereas there are but three in all, p_ 
which ſeems tome to labour under the ſuſpi 
cion of a much fowler occaſion, the other has 
been proved to be unlawful, and the laſt 
was 2 matter of neceſſity not choice,as pro- 
ceeding from the treachery of Lahav , con 
rm ps the true meaning and intention of 
ace q 

Thus far therefore Joſe hu is intheri 
but yet there is one- in which n& 
queltiog hejs eauahyioue ot. the way : his 
ords are theſe, nine may ions Foragytl 
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Bells Y 15 aags Bae 54 og. 
@ Gm uy amy of 4g ro 
ſending firs for Ruth, "an{rhes for bim mbe 
was neareſt. of Kin of the amily. 
lech , asked him ha gue an, thes.p 
ſeſs or occupy tbe Inheritance of 
and by Sons yet , Wigite | 
_—_ Kin. Nay ,, but Boaz, 
erve the Law by baker; q 
ther ave a3 Inherizance ,. 
man. with. it; { to rai(e. I 
dead upon his rerun) Woes h 
be immediately quitt 
the Woman and the hanvy fo Bagg 
was himſelf. a Kin tothe Der. ah 
Ae Even: ty Akio 
elit of: 
THT; \Elimelech ,. or.of. kn Ripe 
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ham with his Half-Sifter, and of Facob 
with his tw# Coufin Germans, both of 
Siſter Germans to one another , but of the 
I ſhall give a fair account, when I come 
to ſpeak of the Marriages of Coufin Ger- 
mans, Which will be the ſubje& of another 
Diſcourſe. | 
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Of the firſt ſort is thg inceſtuous congreſ- 
fion of Lot wink bs trom 
whence Moab and ly our $2v/our 


himſelf by * Ruth a Moabitiſh Woman was 
, and the Marriage of * David 
with Barhſheba the Wife of ©riah in which 
there was an horrid combination of 4u/- 
tery and 'Murther together , and yet from 
thence Solomon who was himſelf no very 
virtuous Prince, andfrom him ma =_y 
wicked Kings of Judah ſprung, in all whote 
Loins the Mefias was contain'd, fo thar it 
may be applied to this fenſe as well as any 
other, in reſpeCt of his Genealogy as welt as 
for _ other reaſon,what the Prophet Zaiah 
hath ſaid of him Eſai.53. 12, He was num- 
bred with- Tranſgreſours. | n 
Bur afrer all it 'is certain that the very 
worlt of theſe Congreſſions, had ſomething: 
E + : in, 
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fel was this Phareez, 1s it _s 
barats nple} age One EIA | 

name point at the Meftas, who. was 
the fulneſs of time tg urea yaa” OL 
his Loyns, by whom arc DIUT 
was 0 be alhopgnand the Partition Wal 
betwixt Jew and Gentile to be broken down 
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Boaz. and Ruth, | "i 

And now I am the ef diſpleaſed: with 
this conceit in that ſinee I find *Grotius, 4 
man-of -unqueſti - judgment; as well 
as Learning, 'to coneur with me wnthe ſam 
opinion. | His words are theſe upon Riith 
1. 4-: Merits autem :Rahabam @&' Ruth 


preludia vocations gentiam, que per Meſſi | 
facienda erat... 0 «oe 
\ - But when all is done, it neither ' is noi 
oughtto be looked ypon'as any ſuch difpy 
ragement, that in our Saviesrs Genealog 
there are inceſtuous Mixtures to be founc 
For as Seneca faith wiſely, with irelati 
to thoſe: who —— a Tac 
Family of which they are deſcended. 
bus nobis totidem white nos ſunt, 'nuliita 
origo ultra memoriam jacet. Plato aid. 
minem regem non-ex Servis efſe orinndum) 
neminem nou ſervant ex tegibus\, ' omuia iff 
longa varietas' miſcuit,' © ſurſum' deorſuns 
fortuna wverſavit, - And'agajp, Si ad ve 
revecas wemo non inde. eſt Inte quod "wil 
eft. - A\ primo” mundi' orta, uſq; in bc 
pus, perduxiti nos ex ſplendids” fordidi 
alternata” ſeries. Ep. 44. 1 ſay , what he 
ſays of the, Antiquity ot Families, that we 
may ſay with as much 'appearance of reaſon 
of the Legitimacy of them too,and perhaps 
: it 
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th ie would: be" Reding — whinborece of the 
3. records took notice 
ſach obſcure ryatrers, not 6nly chat there 


was, 
ure. .. paftor—rct ilud#quod dicere nols. 
But that ever Baſtardy and Inceft' would 
| , and the beſt of us'z#l} would be 
—_ to owe our Being 'to thoſe” | 
"Nl which te branded with the 'imoſt'i 
ll ajous names, and which ts we exnfare tia 
moſt heavily in others, ſo in oar ſelves we 
cannot think of them without a'! ſenſe of 
Abhorrency and Shame; And yet for all 
nt man's and ought 
on ſelf, a mans EL 
Vers 0 or Vi 'the' on ly things 
Sherry watt 
a gr fk it than Commendation 
ton bad man, that He is deſcended of s 
Ml Vertuous and t: 
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App he-- 
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to Maſters:over their which 


madrs {can a ore vob coal 


wag try 4 Tm which « 
porn Far Bn rn petſons-of cheir Wive SA 
many as were born to them'by 
> IT re. we 1;111 8 
Jon Antiquity which power,wek 
del Jr orange 10 
IW-" ving firſt \Leab to Facoh:to Wie, 
bab along with her"for-an h nar LIC 
— - afterwards beſt "Rachel ; 
ahi Bilhah likewiſe to _ fame quali 
9 ut to her. Neither 15 | | 
= Hagar was fov-the am races bode 


,._ upon Sorah'; upon 'het'. Marriage - 
pred  Abra | 
credit, of theſe four =o rr ets defends row thes, a 
deed they were not looked upon in the eftecin of Law; to be the Childres 
of the Servants but if their Miſtriſſer, pheſe par? they did in _y 

4in,his words ave theſe, ntiq." L. 1. Jour 15 va a, 
muTE#s diem. fog vie Paxgnde Ne Bdaar, | 
I AAety If ſoſephus Thebes 4 
wnderſiood it, which I am very much afv did net, that would hat 
rold him, after yn at pate hor cheſt 
occur that Shi and or 4 bend- 
and accordingly 7 rely the the Stvemty hors, He, by 
murig, ohne goefyrk ebay 


wet, figni PARTY pay 
who rin by ET Pet Eno YE Po 
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hat he pleaſed, 

BY moveable ſi | 
Neither was this all but the Hushand was 
4 an abſolute Lord over his Wife;and the Wile 

was in the Nature of a Servant to the Hus» 
ty band. This is the reaſon why Sarah ſtiles her 
it Husband by the name of Lord, And that not 
err 
to imagini no Body 
her, which 1 been the Lan-: * 
of thoſetimes, Gen.18. 12. After [am 

= waxed old ſball T have pleaſure,my Lord being 

Ml 0d alſo 2 Which ſubjection of the Wie to her 
Husband:, as her abſolute Soveraign and 


and 


Eating the Forbidden fruit and tempting her 
»H Husband to do the any ar on 
oy nicious-an example with ts no: 
#0) fatal toall'the Poſterity:deſecnded from her 
Sf L7yns , Geay 3-16. Z/nto.the Woman be ſaid, 1 
| 611 


wid 


died, v.20;21 ſhall fay unto 
of bis City, feta gers 
Wl hors avd rebellious , be will- not obey our 


Wl ooiceybe is a Glutton and a yn 1 ror 


the: men "of bis City ſhall flone bim 
a that be dis. fo ſhale they. 


il from among/t you ;- ani all 
bear, and fear. 
| Much morethen, might they ciſinherie 
, and giyethe Birth-right. from the 
to another, gh SE_ as 
as , o 
T Gn Fn ſeem 
d, which it is En 
by Jacob were LI, Wite' Leah 
r Sons one after r, without any 
ther between them, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 


aBfudab, Gen. 2 32, 33z 34» Reuben 
| ho Fillion, © ot a - he natural 


az wo any 
*oOmmittin Inceſt with his Fathers Con- 
mbine Bilbah, Ges. 35: 22. was diſinherit- 
| and for that inſtead of a bleſſing 
zeived a curſe from his Father, hogs 
- Unſtable as Water thou ſhalt not e _—_ 
7 © thou wenteſt ap to thy Fathers "Bed 
hen: defiledſt theu it. He went wp to 
F of 


Boaz and Ruth: «+ 
Conch. - Simeon and Levi were" likewifh 
Diſinherited for their Treacherous dealing 
with the Sechemites, Gen. 34. whichhow 
heavily it was reſemed by: Faced, is plaii 
from v. $6. of that Chapter. Ard Jacah 
ſaid! roSirieon and Levigye have troubled mt 


to make we ftink among the Camaanites and the 


Perizzites. © And / win 
ſhall gather abies Ih — 
and (ly id nd I fhall be deſtroyed, I and 
houſe ; which was the reaſon of thee ded 
ful Curſe, phy ynY —ntmr ye 
them, Gen. 49. 5, 6, 7: Sirgeon and. 'Levi 
are Brethren, inſtraments of cruelty are 
their Habitations, O my Soul come not thay 
into their ferret; "unto their aſſembly mim 
honour be not thou anited, for in their 
they flew a Man, and in_ their ſelf-wilt the 
digged down a Wall ; cnrſed\be their awger ft 
it was freree, and their wrath, for it" wan 
eruel. I will divide. them in" Jacob aj 
Seatter thew Matby ankeb alle, ani 
three 0 bur bh alſo, agai 
mage] rar appears, i, Chros/ 
Io 2. Now 1 (fe of -Reuben = Pers 
rn of Iſrael ( for be was'the- 
ob as much as he defiled” bis | Fathers 
Bed, his Birtharight was given to the Sous 
of Joſeph the Sou of Inch and rhe Genes 
Wogy i. not to be rectoned after the Births 
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Ie + Foy Judah previiled\ above his Bres 
hem and of bin came the" ebief rulers, but 
"Jl {be Birth-right w Po V. 3. the Sevs 
Bf Z/ay, &c. Now this: it'were an Arbis 
wary thing; 'a$'there is no reaſon ſigned 
Tudahs being en it 


hy 


But it is moſt likely that! Jacob had ca, 
ceived ſome -difpleaſi 
my 


uk, 
wnhperamertt 
together ; for the' others 

hed hint ourri de 


Boaz and Rath. 
ſtate , for to the Elder Brother the Maſters 
rell us there belonged three things. Firſthe 
was the Xing of the Family to reign in lis 
Fathers ſtcad after his deceaſe.” Secondly he 
was the Prieſt of it, -and Thirdly he wastg 
a double ſhare of the 


which double ſhare they: affirnt to haye 
s ha ph, and that his Birth 
dro have been given him 


- And truly to aware ney 4 due, .. 
thing of this Nature is very reaſonable to 
believe, for its manifeſt not only from the 

of the Chronicles above cited that J# 
dah prevailed over his Brethren, but he 
did this as the Rightful Heir, by vertue of 
his Fathers bleſſing, Ger. 49. 8, 9, 10. Jw 
dalt thou art he whom thy Bretbren' ſhall 
praiſe ; thy Hand ſhall be in the — 
thine Enemies," thy Fathers Children 
bow down before ' thee. Judah is a Lyom 
Whelp, _ the prey, my Son, thou art gow 
up: be ſtooped down, be couched as a Lys 
and as an old Lyon, who ſhall rouſe bim u 
” be Scepter ſb "er depart from Judah, a 

tver from between his Feet , 
Shilok, come, and unto him alt the ow 
ing of the People be. 

Ir is clzar therefore that the Xing dmer 
Soveraignty over hs Becthranwashe 
99r7! upon 
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| Boaz and Ruth. 
upon Judah, and as for tlie Prieft-bood, it 
was upon another occa- 
fionto the Sons of Levi, not by the-deſign- 
ment of Facob, but of God himſelf. - It is 
likely therefore that as Judah tempered mer- 
cy with his hatred, and was inthe midſt 
of -his Envy: an Inſtrument of ſaving his 
Brother Joſephs Life, ſo Facob mixed the 
Kindneſs of a Father with the Severity of a 
Judge, and depriving him only of a part of 
what belonged to him as his Birth-right, 
as a puniſhment for his offence, left bim 
the reſt entire, as being due to him: as the 
Eldeſt, and as the reward of his mergy. 


Bur yet after all this, he paſſed by not 
only Dax and Naphtali, the Sons of Rachel 
by her Handmaid Bilhah,' as alſo Gad and 
Aſber the Sons of Leah, by her handmaid 
Zilphah but likewiſe 1ſachar and Zebulon 
the Sons of Leah her (elf, all of them Elder 
than Foſeph,and all wn ro of the Birth- 
right without any reaſon at all but only the 
Arbitrary power with which their Father 
was inveſted, unleſs it were perhaps upon 
ſome Prophetick reaſons, which neither 
are or can be at this time known to us, as it 
was inthe caſe of Ephraim and Manaſſeb , 
Gen. 48.17, 18, 19, Aud when ] ſaw 
bi Father lay his right "aid = 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
of Ephraim, 7 diſplzaſed him: and he held 
wp Þ15 Fathers to remove #y om 
iths'bead avto Manfſchs bead. ' And Jos 
feph ſaid to his Father, not fo my Fat | 
for ebich is the Firft-born, put thy 

"bis head. And his Father 4) and 
aid 1 know it my' Sou; be aiſo hall becon' 
a people, and he alſo ſhall be great : but tri 
ly his Tounger Brother ſhall be 'greater thay 
be and his Seed'fhall become larry 
Nations. 

But if no violence were done'to'the ng 
tural ſucceſſion , then the Elder Brother 
did-in right of Pri geniture ſucceed ; hy 


Gen-4-7- was in his Fathers life time looked yu 


as Heir -apparent tothe domeſtick Crown, 


Patric a%t and in-his Fathers abfence he was the $u- 
aut abſen- pream Lord, and his Brethren were a 
tiam, ps- mach his Servants as he was his Fathers; 


» oy mer 


73d of Gen. where me his Bro-Y | 
ther E/as , and being fearful he would F. + 
now 'take that opportunity to him- 
ſelf for the weed nd rooaind) 
him all - the Submiſſion aid Mt 
to the Blder Ara as well in 
his-own perſon, as'in thoſe of his. 
Children and Servants, from verſe the 14 
ta 
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| theſe are to find grace in the fight 
Lord, and biau ſaid, [ewe ag] 


co'the 16-in theſe words, they are fore- 
markable, I will Tranferibe them all. 4nd 
Jacob lift ap his Byes and looked and behold 
Eſau came, and with bim four hundred men ; 
and be divided rhe Children uats Leah aud 
weto Rachel and wnto the two bandmaids, 
and he put the handmaids and their Chilaren 
foremoſt, and Leah and her Children after, 
and Rachel and Joſeph hindmoft ; and be 
paſſed over before them and he bowed bim- 
ſelf ro the ground ſeven times, till be came 
wear wnte " Brother. Eero rome ran ts 
weet him and they wept,and be liftup bis Eyes 
and ſaw the ara the Chilhe tg cr 
ſaid,who are theſe with thee ? And he ſaid the 
Children which God bath graciouſly given 
ſervant. Then the handmaids came wear, 
«4 and their Children , and bowed 
themſelves, and Leah alſo with Chil 
dren came near and 
ter came Joleph near = Rachel, and they 
ed themſelves. And be ſaid what meanef 
thou by all ths drove which I met, and he ſaid 


Brother , that thou haſt ants 
And Jacob aid, nay, fprgpees th ok 
found grace in thy fight ar” ear, 
Preſons at wy 4 ; fo 

- hna wn the fr 


feon thy face, «at 


Boaz and Ruth, - 
of 6a, and thou.waſt pleaſed with me ; take 
pray thee my bleſſing that is brought ta thee; 
God bath Is 4 rouſly with me., 
and becauſe I have , urged him 
and he taok it. And he ſaid let us take our 
journey and let us go and I will go before. 
thee, and he ſaid unto him my Lord knoweth 
that the Children are tender, and the Flocks 
ond Herds with young are with me, and 
anex ſhould out-drive them one day, all the 
Flock will die, let my Lord 1 pray thee paſs 
over before his Servayt, and 1 will lead on 
ſoftly according as the Cattel which goeth 
before me, and the Children be able to em 
dare,until T come unto my Lord in Seir. And 
Eſau ſaid, let me now leave with thee ſome 
of the Folk that are with me, and he ſaid 
what needeth it > let me find grace in the 
fight of my Lord. 

But ifrhus much ſubmiſſion were paid on 
account of Primogeniture to a Fellow-7win, 
born but juſt immediately before him,an In- 
habitant of the ſame Womb at the ſame time 
with himſelf, then it is ſtill the ſtronger evie 
dence of that vaſt reſpe& which was uſed,by 
the Cuſtom of thoſe days, to be paid to the 
Jame Primogenitare in others , whoſe birth 
was ata greater diſtance from the Y 
Brothers, becauſe in them'the reaſon of thi 
preferment of the Firit-born before the 
6. # , Younger 
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Y Children , was'much more ſtrong 
chanit can be in Twins, who are born in a 
manner . Which reaſon is aſſigned 
by Faceb ſpeaking of his Eldeſt Son Rexben. 
Gena. 49. 3- thou art my Firft-Born 
and the *berinni ng of wy Strength, the excel- "Done. £1; 

Dignity and the excellency of Power ; 75 '*:7- 
hn the excellency of Dignity 5s. ws 
and the excellency of Power that is,he was\to Five, me 
have excerciſed a Soveraign Rule and Domi- 902% © 
CT EEEIED 

y t 

Nakedneſs of his Father;in the enjoyment of 5: 4.5, 
his Concubine Bilbgh). becauſe he was the #5: »«r 
beginning of bis Strength , the Son. of his ;,,99-—,, 
Youth,the firſt,and the moſt lively repreſen- moi: :he 
tation of his Father to the World. ery 


Srft-born --- but be ſhall acknowledge the Sem of the hated for the firft- 
bern ---- for be. is the beginning of Strength, the Right of the firft-born 
is his. 

This Dominion of the Elder over the Younger , is as ancient as the two 
firſt Brethren that ever came into the World, and was expreſly warrant- 
ed by God hignſelf, Gen. 4. 7. Unio thee ſhall be his defire, and thou 
ſhalt rule vyer him. 


Now onegreat inſtance of that SubjeQtion 
and Duty , which was paid by. theYoun- 
to the Elder in [thoſe times was 
he 
, his Widow. mi for- 
mer, pred woe hte arm e 
vant, .to m a T an 
CE ney". > Wand 


Boaz and Rath, | 
Cnahing ai tas an acknowlatgmny 
not an 
of Servitude and Subjetion, will appear 
not only from the xdluftancy of Owas , of 
which [eve alrcady ſpoken , but fromthe 
Stories of Sareb, Leeb, and Rachel, all 
of them Inſtances of the ſame _— 
who finding themſelves barren, appointed 
their we Handmaids Hag ilpah, 
and Bilhab, to conceive by their Hasbands 
in their ſtead, all. which Children fo. b& 
gotten , were accounted in the eſteem of 
thoſe times Legitimate, and looked upon 
as inheriting not in ight of the Hand- 
maids ,, who were their real and proper, 
bur of their Miſtreſſes the adoptive and re- 
puted Mothers, whoſe Children in the in- 
terpretatian of Law they were accounted, 
Gen. 16.2. Behold now, the Lord hath re 
wr me from On I pray thee go in 
be that 1 may heals 
Childers b "Ay Glar7o: 3. Bebold my 
erty go in unto her, and ſbe ſhall 
bear apon my "knees , that 1 may have chil 
yes = 
Nay a propriety did they conceive 
chomblrma cs haje nee ren bprgrcs 
that if they had been neyer {6 
* truly and properly their own they. could not 
expreſs a RR — 
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accurate in theverſon of the Seventy, for 


| Boag and Ruth. 


and it'was not their real Mothers, who 
gave them their names. Gey. 30. 6. Rachel 
fatd\,\ God hath j me , and bath heard 


alſo" {mt ma bath given me a Son, 
called ſhe bis name Dan. So alſo 
v. $.. Rachel ſaid with great w 5 have 
1 wreſtled with my Sifter , and I have pre- 
vaited : ond (he called bis name Naphtali. 
both of theſe were trul 


perly mot_ hers, Ke werey ate 


| Handmaid Bitheb. 


Neither was Leah leſs fond of her Adop- 
tive Children by her Handmaid Z:/pab 
V.” 18; y_ Leah ſaid a' Troop cometh 
(70 & in a fortunate time ) and ſhe 

called doneneGat.vis3, And Leah ſaid ,hap- 
py am I, for the Danghters will call me bleſ- 
ſed, and fhe cal ton pen Sa 

This is the meaning of that 
She ſhall bear upon my Knees , Gen. 30. 17. 
with alluſion to, ' as 1 conceive, and in 
imitation of the Sr90/s mentioned in Exod. 
I, 16. When yop do the office of a Midwife to 
the Hebrew Women , and ſee them wpon the 
Stools, i if it be a Sow, thew you- ſhall kill 
him : hat if i be « Dang Daughter then ſhe ſhall 
live, Wn Hebrew it is hal baabnaim (70. 
ray 'patidis is Ahenbcs 1 Ger whe of dw 
the fonſe is rhe fhenw in both , but not 


woke » 


. Boaz and Ruth. | 
avis T6 tre ,, is about to bring: forth;, bat 
they could not yet make a judgment, whe- 
ther it was a Boy or Girl, nor conſequent. 
ly whether they ſhould kill the Infant or 
ve it alive in purſuance of the inſtrutions 
given them. by the Agyprian King, | It 
would therefore be better to keep exaQtly 
to the Senſe, 4 Iau went on wixre. And it 
ſhall be when they have brought forth. But 
though-this 'be right as to the ſenſe , 
it is not Yerbum verbo; which, though & 
fault in ſome tranſlations, is a Virtue in this. 
For Haabnaim is certainly a Noun, the He 
emphaticum in the beginning he .Fod 
Mem which are the formative Letters of 
the Plural Number , or by adding a XKamerz 
to them,if the preſent punRation be true, of 
the Dual, are plain demonſtrations of this, 
that it is a Noun an1 cannot poflibly be a 
Verb. It muſt therefore of neceſſity be that 
when it is. ſaid, w hen the women ſhall be. 
upon the haabnaim, that by that word, 
ſome Inſtrument or Utenſil, made uſe of 
in the Midwifery of thoſe times muſt be 
underſtood, and indeed it is not likely to 
have been any thing elſe but a Stool of par- 
turition , where the Woman in Labour was 
_ placed by the Midwife, . which anſwers moſt 
apayrnlly to the ſignification of the Prepoſi- 
tion hal (upon) whi is ding 00 6 ens 
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ae Steed; fark newre whaaly ache th 

ing Stool, as are inthe [les 
Acts? both for the more caſie ſet- 
ting , wc v1 g.and 
movi we might with more 

ary af.che this punRaci 
on-if the Hexapla or Ota Origen, 
which are unhappily loſt, 


ar tbr} wc wo retreived, 

it by ag 16 wx[ew. 
are the fr aſe ny ey have poin- 
ted our the of that Word, which 
is not-from Ebew, Lapis, but from Bazah 
edificavit, with the addition of an Aleph, 
as in Aben for Ber. In Abeu Ezra, Aben 
Melech, Aben Tibbon ; and from thence 
alſo rhough that be.not ſo commonly known, 
the Two Famous Arabian Phyſicians and 
Philoſophers, Averroes and Avicenna have 

Names. 


their | 

The ſame word occurs likewiſe Fer. 18.3. 
and with the ſame Przpoſition, ba/ bag 
xaim,.. But there the Seventy have render'd 
it 9 ai2w, from Eben Lapis, though in 
truth Ebes it ſelf is from Baxvah too , be- 
cauſe of the uſe of ſuch Materials in build- 
ding. And fo is. Bon, intel{exit , becauſe 
of the flion of all, Human Sciences, 


from one . Propoſition to another , in the, 


nature of a Foundation, with ſundry Super- 


ſtructures -upon-it, and fo 4bnaim in the 


ing and re- - 


7 


gorges Ruth, 
of Ex6dws, 'is from Ben, Filius\, 


becauſe Generation or Poſterity is a kind of 
Super-ſtruQure upon former Ages, andb& 
cauſe of the uſe of the word Baxah in mat- 
ters of this kind. As Gen. 16.2. That'7 
® mayobtain Children by her, "Inthe Hebreid 
Batt __ Mimennah. ng 


by her. ' Ando alſo Ges. * 
pros Ruth reds rh x 1th, which sto't 
EM y a part of the Jewiſ inalt their 
. The Lord make the Woman that is 


come into thy houſe, like Rachel and like Leah, 
which ey build the” Flowſe of Irael.”” 


tention made at all of the'two Hand-raids 
Bilhah and Zilpah, Notwithſtanding _ 
were the natural and proper mothers; ” 

Dav, Naphtals, Gad and ' #fher , to 
whole bulintſs of buildin up the Honle'of 
Nel is aſcribed periedtly*to' Rachel and 
Leah, thereaſon is beciiſe the others did 
but ſupply their places and eoniceive in/theit 
flead , artnet in} ſuch eaſes they were 


uſed to bring t the Knees of theit” 
md ey, ory n this cafe 
the Office of rr where 


oned Exod. 1.16, fo as the "real Moth 
fitting upon the Lap of the Adoptive, eh&y- 


were 


which is all one, from Bavab phe Po | 


Where you ſee likewiſe that chers vids 


© « ..Jctq#4 .qM4 


Ry + «© "BD {@ A = A ka ww: a 


<» mm HM cc rw SS ct © a 


Body and Ruth. | 
were like two Perſons united into one, and 
whatſoever the one did or ſuffered at that 
time, became by this means to bo aferibed 
to the other. 


Now. nathing in more certain chan thar 
thereaſon of this laſt Cuftom was founded 
inthe.fervieutic encentive fabjettionies the 

t or hich 
er Brother by the ——_— 
of | ces hore: twcke Biden was! 
ar ns ur ar 
yy no emer re eng nn 
the Perſons of nor any that what 
ber wy amy or thing to be proves. 


Having thus diſcovered the Antiq of 
this uſage, andthe reaſonof it, en 
an Inſtance of a Caſe. in which it ſeems at- 
ways to liavebeen dif with,  F will 
now take Mr. Seder Rabbins whom 
he follows, / ta task,, not fo much-out of a 


rainglorions humour., to triumph 'over 
the miſtakes .or miſdpprehenſions of + 


Learned/ and fo ares rr eos 
ſon, as our of love: to./Truth,, which we , 


ſhould all abovethe greateſt names 
and. inderd/let: a mans. Wit, or Judgment, 


"LH 4 TT ac rnama oo 
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'Braz'and Rath. 


, be what it will, if he be but 
of thar one miſtake of giving him- 

upto the Condutt of the Rabbins, that 

it ſelf will involve him in a Thouſand more," 
for when all is done , when all their Advo- 
_ ow ſaid cheir beſt for them, they 
appar cath gracadotennge 

when a at ; 
whenthey apyurth rollout 
ry wag 017 ra, ee} 
mans a are Ims 


The —_— —_— Ee hi I ſhall take no- 
tice of in this affair is this: It' is ſaid 
Dent. 25. 6. And it ſhall be that the firſts 
born which ſhe beareth , ſhall ſucceed in the 
name of his Brother which is dead, that bit 
name be not put out of Iſrael. Where Mr. 
Seldex moved only by the Authority of the 
Rabbims will have it, that by the 
firſt-born , not he that is firſt en and 
brought forth in- this Leviratical Wedlock 
but the Levir himſelf, or the next Brother 
to the deceaſed is to be underſtood , and 
= thoſe words, which fhe beareth, not 

ife but the Mother of the is 
_— which is ſo wretched a Vic 
done to the moſt natural and» eafie ſenſe of 
the w which is this, that the firſt-bornt 
ne Vicarious Wedlock ſhall ſucceed inthe 
name 


or 1 
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\ Boa and. Rath. 


name, that is , the Inheritance of tho 
ceaſed , that I wonder very nach ho 
himſelf to 
had ſo much. as a. bare po 
els he thought the true warp 

per ion of the; Sentence as it 
now in the .Bible , was.of leſs. Anton 
rang this diſtorted expolition of the Ra 


dddes, the ſecond. Brother , though he 
be the Eldeſt Survivor, upon the death, of 
the firſt, yet he can never be the Firſt-born, 
it will-be- eyer. true 4. whether his, Elder 
Brother: be alive or dead, that there was 
one born. before him, and it will not only 
be improper., but always falſe to call him 
the Firſt-born, unleſs it;be.in an E tical 
way , meaning the Firit-born of thoſe that 
Fwd = what an ce ye wan 
Wa expreſſion "1s ? Or how 
would it be poſſible for men to underſtand 
one another, if they ſhould always, talk at 
this rats 2, If this way, of interpretation be 
once- admitted ; the he. Jeſaits may . go, to 
Schoolto the Rabbins to learn how to zqui- 


___ it.ſball. eagen Firſt Fain 


"HS obG ind; 

of thi Mother of. thee deceaſed , of whowy 
+Hets is rio rention before? Oris not this 
to makes Relative without an! Anteredent; 
which if it be onre adrnirted;, jt-will mtro- 
ire arr Univerſal Confuſion ifto all mans 
net of oy. oor yreryrye cnn 
tound ariother. Orb 3 

ity wnece Shows Gn th re antts T mmm 
Here if the Queſtion be asked, »? dex 17agndd 
+l hc; the anfwer will be o ==, And 
if 6; their it is manifeſt that *-=«/# ruff 
be tthderſtood of thi' Sen of the Levis, 
pq 5A and P "he Fife of th 


#4 mint be explained of 
Aa And hh 76 Outlet gry 
priv wrus gaem genuerit , 'W 
words y be undetſtood of the 
Hwsband cf, but 'of his Ekdeft Son. . 


- This inthe fit tas The fecond þ 

3Jq 

oy lairily favours that coneeit of Joſs 
ſorne 1ater 'Fews, Who: i 
ts And it fbalFbe that the 
rnd+{ > all ſucceed in 

tbd BrorBer which #5 —_ 2 

wor pit out of Ifracl As if theadoprive 

Child, were to be-of the ſaniy'th tne with 

zathve ; that is to lay { 

Sri "of this real Father. rim 

name 
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le? W 


1 -4:gh 
fon ? W obs mien d 
us Lopes, why then the Acopeny 
ſpri ago Purcurhce nk wks it 
_ ever known that P's zal one 


? Examine the whole Bible and 
7a ll Garee fn og Inſtance where Fa- 
ther and Son were of the ſame name ; And 
if his name muſt periſh out of 7/ae/with- 
Fon wopig® £50% then for ought I 

ive it would at this rate be inore 
ible to have an Adoptive than a Real 
, becauſe the oneby Cuſtomdid conti- 
their names to Poſteriry which theother 
id not. . The Ado ptive Son was intended 
MIOE: ©0e PRes "ud robein lead of 
one , ſince real one did very 
meelyaf ever go by the {ye gums with bl 
ather, what can be more unreaſonable 
to believe the adoptive ſhould be obli- 
it. Woihye 15 this 0uny 
but to experience too, whe th 
Rach y Boaz in the 
Mohien buy; © 
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7 Boaz and Ruth. 
rentthing, from that of the Brother to'the' 
Brother's Wife, and depends upon another 
Conſtitution of the Moſaick Law, of the 

De ſuceefſ truth of which Mr. Se/dex was ſo through- 


ly perſuaded, that he has employed an 
mw” CE Chaecrin defence of it ; bein what 
ſucceſs we are now going to ſee. 

The Law upon which the Marriage of 
Boaz and Ruth depended is affirmed to be' 
Levit.25.25 , Gc. in theſe words. If thy 
Brother be waxen poor , and hath ſold away 
ſome of his poſſeſſion , and if any of his Kin 
come to redeem it , then ſhall he redeem that 
which his Brother ſold, and if the may 
have none to redeem it , then let him count 
the years of the ſale thereof , and reſtore the 
overplus unto the man unto whom he ſold it ; 
that he may return unto bis poſſeſton , but if 
he be not able to reſtore it to him, then ſhall 
that which he ſold remain in the hand of him 
that bought it, until the year of Jubilee: 
And in the Jubilee it ſhall go out, and be ſhal | 
return unto his poſſeſſion. This was the 
Law of Redemptions among the Fews, in 
caſe of a Morgage upon their own , their 
Brethren or their Kinſman's Land; and the 
teaſon why this is applied to the Caſe of 
Ruth. and Boaz, is becauſe of the frequent 
occurring of the word redeeming”in that 
Story. v. 4.of that Chapter.  rhowwill Y} * 

| a> redeem } , 


@ 
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at 


al 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
redeem it , redeem it ; - but if thou wilt nor 
rem it, then tell me, that I may know - 

For there 15 none to redeem it befides thee 
T am after thee. And he ſai Twill redeem 
it. 

Having thus recited the words as 
in the gf of Leviticus dk wats 
which Ss 0d yy ge to be the” Gals 
ground of the e betwixt Rath and 
Boaz. I will now enially ſtate the caſe, 


and ſhew, plainly how, far this Law” was 


concerned in this Marriage and how far it 
was not. 

Ruth 1. w.1,2, we have theſe words; 
Now it came to paſs in the days when the 
Judges ruled, that there was a famine in 
the Land , and a certain mas of Bethlehem 
Judah , -went to ſojourn in the Countrey of 
Moab, he and his Wife and his two Sons, 
and the name of the Man was Elimelech , aud 
the name of his Wife Naomi , and the name 


| "Gu two Sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephra- 


hites \: Ko rpaanmny Judah : And they came 
into Countrey of Moab and continued 
there. 
a9 five continuance it was to be 
ws, they were forced to live whol- 
| LI gong Perſonal Eſtate, what Mony 
rao had or could, get tagether , while the 
lay waſt ahd nl would not yield any 
G 3 thing 


C 


$6 Boaz and Ruth. 
. th . n at w 
heavy. 
- "cauſes 


341 


\ &b 


'fore bd 


'frlehds to'the Jews. | 
How long this famine laſted we cannot 
'tell , 'but'the Zgyþ:ian famine is an exaty- 
ple tar ſuch Jo tate in choſe Countreyz, 
wete ſometimes of a very long conti 
and if you ſuppoſe 'it to have 'fallen 
the year before the 'Sabbatical as it 
well'enough'do, 'when the whole'L 
Iſrael was at'reſt from all manner of H 
bandry and Tillage , 'it muſt be'df thre 
Rt: TIC 
that year on which it 'began, the $ ; 
4 | nl 


cal year wherein | 

lage , and the year” following rill theirims 

of Harveſt, *for it is impoſfible bottt tro 'fow 

and reap-together, ' © FTYR ; 
, Bo well, 


- 
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Baox and Ruth, 


Well, in. proce ns 


dyes, and at bis death 
igto, three parts, .0nc part. CS 


Naomi ,. not. wholly , tor that it 
{ſeem to have been ig. his power tags, hy 
Allen gs sf Folie ar ner 
te year of Ju = or pt way 
af re: uring her lite; the & he diy 
s alter-what mgnner. 1s not 4aid,,. noir 
hat came. tell which, was the eldeſt ;( for 
long pore nes 
u , Ant between lay 
and Chilion , his two..ſons, who , As 
os hens being not yet ended, the better to ſer 
cute what/they "had, or perhaps.to acquire 
more far their ſupport married Alt ej 5 
toa Moabitiſh Woman; Reth 1.4. but did got 
cohabit: lopg with.themefore they {dag 
o as; their Father Z/imelech had doge:be- 
fore them. , By which means it to 
pals > that.the- whale. eſtate , which Gems 
to, have. been paſſed avar-ang c ed to 
Naqwig1incale thetwo Brothers ith- 
cure. rpe mawedually'is bexpotete 
of Rage, "in th. Ks And 
Ot « to 4+ 9+ 
Boaz faidwwto the Blders 


are moja: this a , that 
Ce ems propuin, en alhet ne {Nao- 
|ww#'s properthare, chat mar; Coupn's 
G 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
and Miihlon's of the hand of Naomi, From 
whence it will be <afie t6 diſcern how far 
the- Law in Leviticus concerning the res 
demptzon of the poor Brother's Inheritance 
wascdneerned. Elimelech's eſtate upon the 
detezfe' of himſelf and his two Sons was 
now Wholly in the Poſſeſſion of Naomi, 
either rill che ear of Jubilee,or for the term 
of 'her wraral lite'; for the reaſons already 
mentioned ;- this the next of Kin , to whom 
the Inheritance after 'the expiration of this 
tertn” would ofit ſelf devolve, might 're- 
deeth at his pleaſure to re-unite-it to the 
Inheritance of his Family , and that either 

by aUowing ſo much as a valuable conſide- 
kc Brown e Intereſt of her lite in it, or by 
ſetting *an equal valoe upon- her Right in 
the time'to come fromthe date of the- pur- 
-cliaſe'to the year of Jubilee, be it more or 
leſs,'-#ecording to the manner preſeribed in 
that Chapter of" Leviticus ; 1f he would 
\not'redeem it then-the next of-Kin might 
dothe ſame, -yet ſo-as he wasonly to enjoy 
1t#Hthe faid year of 'Fubilee,, -and/then -1t 
\miuſt*oF-courſe fall 'to the ſhare-of the firſt 


refuſer,, -as being neareſt of Kin, -accord«. 


4nges the Moſaick Platform of Suceeſſions. © 
This was Bl idcals, who could not. 


redeem. the Inheritance of Elimeleth ; rill 


as 


A © mt tid te 
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Boaz and Ruth. 

hethat was neareſt of Kin had firſt refuſed, 
Rath. 4. 12, 13. Now it is true that I am 
thy near Kinſman, howbeit there is a Wins 
man wearer than't, tarry this night and it 
ſhall be in the Morning, that if he will per- 
form unto thee the part of a Kinſman, well, 
let him"do the Kinſmany part, but if he will 
not' to "the part of a Kinſman to thee, then 
I will do the- part of 'a Kihſman to thee, as 
the Lord liveth.” Again Chap.” 4. wv. 3, 4. 
And he faid*untv the Kinſman Naomi that 
us come again out of the Conntrey of Moab, 
fſelleth a parcel of Land, which was our Bro- 
ther Flimelech's, and 7 thought to advertiſe 
thee, ſaying,” buy it before the | Inhabitants, 
and before the Elders of my People, if thou 
wilt redeem it, redeem it, but if thou wilt 
wot redeem it, then tell me that I may know : 
For there is none to redeem it beſides thee 
( that is, you are by Law to have the firſt 
refuſal') and 7 am after thee, as' much as 
to ſay, and the next refuſal is mine. 


But now whereas t ſaid that the Eſtate 
of Elimelech was bequeathed to Naom! till 
the year of «bee, or during her Life, the 
latter' of theſe ſeeins to me the more pro- 
bable of the two,  in- that it is*but reaſon- 
able,! the Widow-ſhould be always conſi- 
'dered out-of the+fortune of the © deceaſed = 
( Or 
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for the tearm of her own we ip? 


her, —_ Tay 
any Alienation, when ng +> wh ber 
deceaſe was toreturn into its proper chag- 
nel ; beſides, ths Nom fo ought we kaoy 
man TL ye 
f ters. of um 

and 36.,and of the.Da Daughters-of Sheba 
1.Chrou. 2. 34. of Eleazar,, 1 Chron. 
22. and as \I ſhall make it-very 

in.its -due place, of Acbſab the Daughug 
of Caleb, Joſh. 45.16,.17. and Fad. 1.13, 
14, 1F.. in which caſe.it would be very up 
.rcaſonable they ſhould be left deſtitute 
.themſelves, who had ht an .accellian 
.ofpayer,and riches| uato.that part of.thei 
family ,ugto which they .were , matched, 


Who they were that in caſes of this ne 
ture :had 2- Right of xedemption, we find 
;particularly. ſet down-1n. Gaapter /g| 
Aevitices {o often, a pw _in-che ca 
Hh heggorborrgy wh who, 6. 

' yy 3” : POPRad 
.demption of 


| Igheriganecs is: 
Sala in which ee region 8p 


Journer or ftr 
'thy Brother ehe 'dweWeth by him wax poor, 
'tnd "fell himfelf wnto the ſtramger or fojour- 
wer 'by thee, vr 'to the. Shock of #he lrangers 
family: After that 'be is ſold, he may be re- 
deemed -aydin'; one-of bis Brethren may re« 
deem bm ». Either his Uncle or 'hids Uncles 
Son may redeem him, or any that is nigh 
Kin 'unto 'bim of 'his family, 'may redeem 
'm; or if he be able , be'may m hing- 
ſefft Tt'is certain tharthe Fewiſh commen- 


EE DEP EBREES ET 


i} tators are of Opinion, that the 'ſame per- 
wy 'fons had a right'sf rei ton, 'in/the caſe 
"0 W og i i a 
vs of them, notby/an n10n, the 
wy authority cOrhilidia have ra Aero Boaz 
L. to be Uncleto Mablon the deceaſed Hus- 
band-/of Ruth, and v6thers would have him 

of be his Confn German. | 


* 'But 1 am*rather'for the (letter of 'theſe, 
pints nts Marry'the Niece 
whidr is the-famie thing with the 'Nephews 
Wife, is forbidden” by-parity 'of ks wore | 
traſt, Z#vir. 18.114. Neither is there-any 
one thſtarice to'be found, after the delivery 
of the an af Sntiaogtr- = 
Wi 


IS - 


_ 
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Boaz and Rath. 

with , but now there are inſtances. in the 
Daughters of Zelophehad and of Eleazar, 
wherein -the Marriage of Confiz Germans, 
(and a Coufin Germans Wife is the 
thing) has been diſpenſed with ; it is there- 
fore much ſafer to conclude on that fide, 
which has ents to favour it, than on 
that which has none;beſides that the nearnef 
of Kin beingin a manner the ſame, between 
two Couſin Germans, and an Uncle Mar- 
rying with his Niece yet there is an equa 
lity in the former, which is one yore p0- 
ſition to Marriage,which in the other there 
is not, but inſtead of that he isto his Neice, 
as hath been ſaid Parests loco; which bar 
to Matrimony has always been ſo ſacred 
not only in the Moſaick but alſo the Roway 
Law, that it has never been broken down 
without the diſgrace and infamy of thoſe 
that gave the example of ſo fowl a 
crime. | | 

But that which will put the matter out 
of all controverſie it this, that the reaſon 


of diſpenſations in Marriages of this -na- 


ture, being. founded in that Servitude. or 
SubjeQion, which the Younger ows to the 
SOREN — ne Conte tf | 

that is,the Son of a Younger Br might 
properly enough marry the rel of him 
who was the Son of the Elder ; he veg 1 
1311 2/ k 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
this perform a ſervice to his Uncle, the 
Father of the deceaſed who was by inter- 
pretation of Law, a kind of Father to him, 
as well as the other, but the Uncle himſelf 
being to the Niece in rhe ſtead of a Parent, 
it being - impoſſible that Superiority and 
SubjeQion can conſiſt together in the ſame 

with reſpe& to the ſame, and fo 

the reaſon of the diſpenſation ceaſing, the 
diſpenſation its ſelf muſt of Neceſlity ceaſe 
with it. But yet after all I will 

not be too poſitive in this caſe, which ſeems 
to be ſomething extraordinary, if the Uncle 
would decedere de ſuo jure , if he would 
ſubmit himſelf to his deceaſed Nephew, 
whoſe perſon he did in this caſe ſuſtain, 
and equal himſelf in a manner to his Niece, 
to whom he is by Law and by Nature in 
the ſtead of a Parent, volenti non fit injuria. 
Therefore I leave this buſineſs as I found it, 
without determining any thing either way. 


But either way it is a very great mi- 
ſtake of Mr. Seldex and thoſe of the Fewiſþ 
Writers whom he follows, to think that 
this match was not made in purſuance of 
that Law of Dext. 25. by which the Bro- 
ther, was to raiſe up Seed to the deceaſed 
Brother, and to propagate his name and 
memory in his ſtead. . _ 

. The 
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apply wore unto him ; it being not in 


Boaz and. Ruth, 
The buſineſs in ſhort is thus, Naoms had 
area more me pony 
Elimelech to -10- 
upon condition that he of the Kindred: 
who would accept of her Daughter for hig 
Wife, ſhould have the Inheritance together 
with her ; upon this Ruth challenges Boaz 
for her Husband; which challeoge he did 
not refuſe, but only faid there was ane nears 
er of Kin thart he; being 2s I coneeive his 
Elder. Brother, who was 1n this caſe always 
to have the firſt refuſal; and the muſt firſt 
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accept of what the propoſed, till 
eh chr tare — _— 
agreed that in the preſence Elders 
and the People, the thall make her appli 
erp Forag Jar prayed ore 
of Ruth, ſelleth a parce W 
was our Brother limelech's, you are the 
firſt. perſon who by our Law have 2 right 
of redeeming it, fay therefore whether 
ou will redeem it or no: I will ſaid he, 
ut did not think at the ſame time that he 
was to purchaſe a Wie into the bargai 
er tate wh cinSpgn rlimquihesbigrigh 
true 
to Boaz, who unmediately takes Ruth to 
Wife in the preſence of the whole Aﬀoas 
bly to raiſe up the name of the  drad ups 
Now 


his Inheritance. 
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-Now-ifholtd aright of redeeming the 


of theſe two, the Land and the Woman to- 
gether, ſo as he muſt of neceſſity take both 
or hither, could not depend upon any 
other Law, than that of the Brother's raif- 
ing up Seed to the Brother. 

For itis another very groſs Error of theſe 
Writers, when they diſtinguiſh with fo 
much - micety as they do , xt what 
they call the Jibboum and the Gew/ah, That 
is, the performing the Husbands part and 
the re iow of the Inheritance ; for 
be two names, and it 


may | be a ties that they 
honor fi Lo cnoguieny ob "ye he 
miſchief of it is they are both of the 
fame, or if there be any difference it is on- 
that the one is more comprehenfive 
the other, ſo as mr every. Fibboum 
there is a Gea/ah, though in every Gemlab, 
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there be not a Jibhoun, by the rule 

in that every Pippin is: an | 
every benort-a'Fippt 

thi Lay. 

Leh Brothe 


3s 


Boaz and Ruth. 
Brother was to Marry the Brothers Wiſe, 
was to raiſe ap the name of the WG 
his Inheritance, therefore where there. was 
no Inheritance, neither was there any Fib« I 
boum, and where there was an Zrheritance 
there muſt: be a Ge«/ah. Theſe things -are i 
ſo very plain, that they need noco | 
tion, they carry their -own evidence in 
themſelves. | 21.4] 

Bur they tell us none had right to Mars 
ry the Widdow of an Husband: deceaſed 
without Iſſue, but the next Brother to the 
fame. Husband, and upon his refuſal the 
next to him, and ſo on ; but this is only ſaid} 
not proved. Ir is true indeed that what the 
Rabbins call Fibboum or Leviratus, it you 
argue too nicely from the fignification of 
a word which 1s of their own making, be- 
longed only in propriety of ſpeech to- the 
Brother of the ſed ; but as for all that 
is meant by it, and all that was the deſign 
of this Law, which was the performing 
of the Husbands part to the Widow of the 
deceaſed, this may be, and was — 
the praftice of the Fewiſh Nation, Þ. 
ed farther. | | 2 7 

For look you, the: words of the Law 
are theſe, her FHusbands Brother ſhall go i 
wnto ber. This the Rabbins, to appeal»to 

themſelves, apply to the Eldeſt of the ſure 
| viving 


B+ ans os. 
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viving Brethren" if there were more of . 
them, arid it was vr that: he was 
firſt to be applied to, bur,then- it he refu | 
ſed, application was to be made to the ſe- 
cond and third, and fo 0n:, - And:that this 
was the order in which they were taken is 
evident from the ſtory of Er, Onan and 
Shelah already ſo much inſiſted; upon, and. 
from the Hiſtory of the ſeven Brethren all 
of them ſucceſſively ;Marricd tothe ſame 
Woman, in the Goſpel; but what if all 
the immediate Brethren refuſed, as they 
might do if they. pleaſed ? ſhall: rhe mans. 
name- periſh for want of an adoptive Heir 
rather rhan the next of Kia ſhall -be ad- 
dreſſed to, to perform the Husbands part ? 


The 90 Interpreters who- underſtood 
theſe matters betrer-than either. Mr.. Se/- 
den or any of thoſ& Authors, whom he is 
pleaſed ro follow xn this matter;-were nor 
of his mind ; their words are thef&:'Qvx. 3m 
» 5u1l oy Timmons Ie dried iypitorn, vg, It is. 
manifeft-therefore,__it was enought.if he 


"were*initer, nigh of Kin, which the Cou- 


ſin German muſt not.be $0 be, and. 
thereforetheir T the-word Fabem 
v «Migis,ne 7c whith might have been 
Tranſlated - more.: comipendiouſly by 47 
& ffficicat-to prove that by -th#..word 

H Sagas 


«N\agt; they did not intend to confine them. 
ſelves to the ſtri& ſignificarion of Jabem, 
but ro expound it by the praRiice of the 
Fewiſh Church, which extended roall that: 
were near of Kin ro thedeceaſed, who in: 
the Hebreis '7diom are': frequently - called” 
Achim i: e. ary armory The ſame br 
likewiſe proved from their-general way of 
rendri Ts verb 7Jabbem,without reitonind 
ing it in their verſion to the Brother ' of 
the deceaſed ; Ger.'38. 8: Bo el  efheth 
| achika vejabbem Otha 50. Wowis us F yinaing 
6 age 07 4 Ardpbgdea dorly. That is, duc 
eam uxorem;the vulgar Latin,& Soctare: illiy 
and our Tranſlation; Go in unto thy: Bro= 
thers Wife #nd-Marry htr) Again Deut. 25, 
. 5. Lechachah lo kiſhah wejibmah, 70. 
ala) dunts bard y euales £ eururhoe dvry he Hat 
take her for bu Wife and fball cohabit with 
heri, whereas if they would have render'd 
it by a'word, reſtraining it wholly tothe 
Brother of the deceaſed;they muſt_inſtead'of 
Binaubewer, aruxiy, and, aragiva 3 our, Which 
they uſe-elſe where, have uſed ſome' ſuch 
words -as theſe, drn/vagd/ew , drmdugelduenf 
&rHegSngilts or ſuch like. Again, Rath F., 
Then ſaid Boaz, what day thou'buyeſt the 
Field of the hand of Naomi, thou maſt buy 
it alſo of Ruth the Moabiteſs, the Wife of 
the dead, to raiſe up the name of the dead 
pou 
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= ate , 
Bodz and Ruth. 
{ih ce Matic, the 1996 of Makin 
F the Wife of M 
have I purchaſed to be my Wi raiſe ; 
the name "*-; the dead upon his Inheritance: 
that the name of the dels be not cut off from 
among his Brethren, and from the gate of hz 
place. Which anſwers exaQl is thar of 
Dent.25, 6. And it ſhall be that the Firſt- 
born, which ſhe beareth , ſhall ſucceed in the 
name of bis Brother whith is dead, that his 
name be not put out of Iſracl, it is there- 
fore mCadle that the Marriage of 
Ruth and; Boaz , being betweeti ſo near 
Kins-folk, for the fame reaſon, which is 
of the Brothers Marrying the Bro- 
thers Wife Dex. 25. 5. did depend like- 
wiſe upon the ſame Law, and to ſa other- 
wiſe, 1s to fa ko thing without regard 
either to truth or probability. 
Solomon Farchi nit to com Laipoan the 
buſineſs thus, as he is cited by Se/den de ſuc- 
rl? 106. C a Nacha- 
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a Wi; makes Ruth to Boaz in- 


» 707 are to redeem the Inheri- 


then, / and 


(Far hat Gre, * 
ther in Law are"ts lled to ſell our 
Mberizanes it is therefore incumbent upon 
you to buy it, as being next ot of fi Kin, and with 
the Inheritance you wig me too, that 
ſo the name of the ur Fins be remem- 


bred 
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Boaz, and Ruth, © 
bred becauſe of his Inheritance, ſo that whey 
ever 1 come upon the Lands which he poſſeſſed 
men may ſay this was the Wife of Mahlor 


ſo :ht whether ſhe had = 
they mig wort 7 


Body or no,after the deceaſe of 

fo that it is manifeſt this is but a meer ſhiſt, 
and cannot be the meaning of raifing ap the 
name of the dead upon his Inheritance ; but 
it is ſtill for all this of the ſame ing. 
with that of Dent, that his name be not put 


out of Iſracl, and. with a like expreſſion of 


the Daughters of Zelophebad Num. 27.w. 3, 
4. Our Father dyed in the Wilderneſs, and F- 
was not in the company of them that gathered 
themſelves together againſt the Lord, &c, 
why ſhould # name of our Father be done 
_ away fram among his family, becauſe he hath 
wo Son; give unto us therefore a poſſeſſion 
among the Brethren of our Father. | 
Where it is plain that a wame's being 
doxe way from a Family, and a mans nox. 
leaving a poſleſſion to ſome Body to in- 
berit in his right, ſo-as it was | 
the memory of his name ſhould be contts 
nued for the aſſerting of the Title, are ex 
atly.the ſame thing. For Women coul 
not continue the memory of their Parents; 
Fans _ ha old Teſtament you ſcarce ever 
inſerted in the Genealogies, ; 

have their name from. oblivion, as na 
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are diftinpuiſhed from the Poſterity of thei 

own'; to which we have a manifeſt alluſion 

Pſalm 45. 16. Inſtead of thy Fatbers thou 
have Children, whom thou mayſt make 

Princes in all Lands, It was 

therefore that to propagate the 

of the Father by the Daughters when he had 

no Male Iſſue, they ſhould be conſidered 
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on © means , which otherwiſe would 

WJ have as effectually as if he had 
8 W had no Chi at all. From all which it is 
ot, Wl plain, for a mans name nat to be put 
- WY out not to be done away from 


by Family, and to riſe up apor his Inhert- 
tance" are all of them the fame thing. 


BY TI 


192 on oo 

reſfſed by the ſam d redeeming, 
j hewil redeem thee, Pak = redeem th 

th in the original Hebrew and in the 
Greek, we render it, if he will perform uns 
to thee the part of a Kinſman, well, let. him 
do the Kinſmans part, and the Vulgar Latin 
ſingularly well, # te voluerit propinguitat, 
gure retinere, bene res afla eſt, ft autem il 
noluerit, ego te abſq; wil dubitatione ſaſch 
piam. Where it is certain that the Verb 
; Gaal in this place, isexaQly the fame wit 

: nes in Deuteronomy, though the 
be of a more extenſive ſignification than 
the latter, as likewiſe what our Interpres 
ters do here call performing the Xinſmaxs 
part, is there by them Stiled pertorming 
the Zusbands part. F 
All which 1s mightily corroborated by 
the Teſtimony of Joſephus, Antiq. L. 5. 
XI. who telling this very ſtory, mentions 
together with it the looſing of the ſhoe and 
ſpitting in the face of the refuſer in purſue! 
ance ot the Law made in that behalf, Deat, 
25. 9. Mayweg des by, faith he, © Bbelos # 344 

nan, ixadon Ty uuarns \emAVoa auvrhy aggovibif, xY 
pixrr x; i7ur (Mr. Selden reads rightly a; 
ter Drufus T7V60) eg 78 rejounmy, | | 18, ; 4 
ppeaiing to the, Aſſembly of the Elders, ad 
them tate notice of the refuſal of the neareſt. 
Kinſman, and then inſtrulted Ruth in. pure. 
* =o | | ſuame 
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it in bis Face; which done he 


Shoe innetay 


oh Le ner; A 
any thing better a oſephus 
Confue, faith he, plaſim? kinarum legum, 
quarum altera de bereditate atienath , ſeu 
emptores invitante redimendl , altera de 


fratria ducend2 eft. But I think I have made 


O_ plain already that it is Mr. Seldev 
is inthe miſtake, not Foſephus, and 
I cannot but obſerve. that it is that Learn- 
ed Gentlemans. misfortune to fide with Jo- 
pr only in his'Errors, as when he tells 
ve Child was to be of the fame 

ra wit tus 1mputative Father , bur 
when he ſpeaks rents vom Pang 
ly in this ca t9 j + 

& doen dre deliver this out of 


Marrycd.herinthe preſence of 


| . _ 
ſuance of the Erorefdlaks te take off bi 


uence and: >— rus of that Law of Mo-- 
* by which the Brother was to 
gate the name and memory of the Brother, 
and yet underſtand that ex p—_— that big 
name be not put out of I{rael, as if the Child Wl n 
was to be ot the ſame name, with his Fr 
tive Father, when as it is clear that t fl 
Son of Ruth by Boaz was not cailed Mablos Wl 7 
but 0bed, which name is from habad, ſer- i : 
vivit, and was given him, as I conceive, Wl / 
for this reaſon, 'to denote that he was a 
Servant to Mahlon, to continue his name 
upon his. Inheritance ,'and- his 
memory by a new ſygcefſion of 
from his 7 Gomorhs 1+ to after ages, which is 
ftilla further - confirmation of what [ have 0 
endeavoured to prove. - f 
R 
1 


But it may be ſtill objefted,that Ruth be. 
ing a /ramger, a-Moabitiſh Woman , nei- 
ther - Boay nor an ws Joe cond ag , 
ry her, it being 1o-far from won 
able to any Law, that it was 
trary. to' the Law of ' Moſes 
neither ſhalt thou make Marri 
them; thy Daughter thou ſbalt 1 
—_ 


-m "Pl 
with' 
ve unto. 


i 4 


&, » ,\ A , 
- Be 2 and Ruth. 
his S0n;” wor ' bis Daughter ſhalt thou take 
waro thy Son,” But Ns been NN 
objection, might have urged F 
that was nearer-of Kin to the Family of 
Elimelech than Boaz was, and ſince it was 
not, we have more reaſon to concl 
that ſhe was thers proſelyted and naturali- 
zed and become as one of the Fews them- 
ſelves, which it is certain ſhe did- paſſio- 
nately deſire, Ruth, 1. 16. And Ruth ſaid, 
intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following thee : for whither thou goeſt 
I will go, and where thou hex I wilt lodge 
thy people ſhall be my people, and thy G 
ſhall be my God, © | * 

And 1n this caſe there was no reafon 
why he might not take her to his Wife, 


a 
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is 8 eſpecially if you conſider that ſuch Marri- 
ts ages were allowed, after ſome Ceremonies 
is Il there mentioned, in the caſe of a Captive, 
76 of whom yet it was not required that ſhe 
YI ſhould be ſo much as a Profelyte to the 
6 © Religion'of rhe Fews, Dext. 21.0; 10, 11, 
i- WF 12, 13, 14. the ſame was the caſe of Jas 


rha the Aygyptian Servant, 1 Chron. 2. 34s 
ding was Marnied 
it be the 


35- who yet notwit 
Y fo an Heireſs, | 


Law of God'by Moſes,” that the Inheritance 
ſhould be fo tar from”pcing intothe hand 
of a forteigher, ET INPEEIEE 


yo 


- 


Boaz and Ruth. P 
fo much as from Tribe to Tribe, nor-if it 
could. be avoided, out of. one Family of 
fame Tribe into another , and though i 
were equally forbidden to Marry a Servany 
as a'Stranger, ſo that here was a | 
incapacity, and yet this was it ſeems ng 

| to the Marriage; neither is the 
thing mentioned as. irregular, or taken no- 
tice of with the. leaſt degree of reprehep 
ſion: We may theretore very probably cot 
clude, that he was firſt manumitted or i 
free, then adopted., not by. Sheſban the 
Father of the Damlſel, for thiy could not þ 
for-no man can adopt a Nephew or Niect, 
but only a Sox or Daughter, and this would 
be for. Sifter and. Brother to match toge 
ther, byt he was adopted by the Broth 
or Uncle-of Sheſbax, and ſo Married to þ 
Daughter in the Nature of one that was 
neareſt of Kin to her, as in the Inſtancg of 
the Daughters of Zelopbehad and Eleazar, 


ations ; 

Further, That .it. was Joſephus his delibs 
rate opinion , that, the Marriage betwee 
Boaz and Ruth was, in purſuance of th 
Leviratical or rather the anchiffes ca 
ſanRion in Deuteronemy, and that they weng 


chance, / x  Raths taking 
off ber Kinſmans Shae, and Spitting .in his 


Face, 
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But what are theſe Laws which he ſpeaks 
of ſo often ; are they not the Laws of the 
Leviratus or the dyais? ſearch all the 
Law of Moſes from one end to the other, 
and you will find no other Law to which 
this can refer. It is manifeſt therefore that 
John has not only plainly, but with 

e ſeeming follicirude delivered his qpi- 
gion, that the Marriage of Ruth and Boaz 
was in purſuance of that Law, andI think 
it is equally clear from all that has been 
ſaid, that he does not confound two Laws 
together as Mr. Se/dex has repreſented him 
to have done. 

Before I leave this, I will obſerve 
that. Foſephus though he 2 made ſome 
unwarrantable tions of his own, of 
which I have carefully taken notice, yet 
that he took his relation out of that very 


ak | gene; receng 


"0g, anus Greek Ip- 
opting in which F 


af a. y.from two, things. / Firſt 


Pas though falſly, that-he who 


© Boaz and Rath. : 


was nearer of Kin than Boaz to Elimelech,” 
was in a&tual poſſeſſion of the Inhe rancy 
ny agirmer 9] rh x dy ;greierand then it fols 
lows, is if iwrda I woot, Hf river, ve 
now this ric dy255wa was the Law of 


demption , or that Law which permitted 
the oe of Kin to Marry the Wite of the 
deceaſed and poſſeſs himfelf of the Inheris 


tance into the bargain for which reaſon 
Boaz, who is by Hebrew called Goe ay 


or the redeemer, is all along by the Greef 
Interpreters called 4 54s or the neat 
Kinſman , and their tranſlation of c. 4. v 
6.-4s very remarkable ; the words of the 
Hebrew are theſe, Yajomer Hagoel Lo ouc: 

Ligeol li, phen Aſhchith eth Nachalathi 

Geal atta eth Geulathi, chi lo oucal legeol} 


In the Greek theſe. | 

Kei timw 6 dy rs © Sionua dy rw oa arts, 
1. m4 Magheige Thi xnnegrouias ws , dy is dow on 
any Thy dyyrear ww, Im % Joriomua diy ii ras 

The Second thing by which this appe 


is this, that he who is 1n the ZZebrew rights 


ly called Elimelech, is by Joſephus all along 
| called Abimelech, and this he had alſo or 
of. the Greek Tranſlation, «though not 


of that reading of it which the Yarica 
preferrs ; but the Alexandrine Mſ. will bot 
thew you-that it is a corruption and" by 


whas 
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Boaz and Ruth. 

what degrees it proceeded to be what it i 

for Ch. 2. %. 4.that copy reads it, yore 
and 4.9.4. *Amibdax; | 
 All-this may be yet farther ſtrengthened 
from the Law mentioned in the of 
Numbers +.-35, concerning Chance-Medly 
or Unwiling Slaughter, 11 which caſe if 
a man firſt fly-ro One of the Six Ci- 
ties of Refuge, and when his cauſe came 


toan hearing it appeared that rhere was no . 


evil intention nor any malice fore-t 

in him that had commuted the fat, he was 
faſe ſo long as he inued within the Po- 
meria of the ſaid Ci d ing the life of that 


High Prieſt in Pontificate the thing 
; WO was done, and after that he might repair 
ol, to his own home, and enjoy all the tree- 


dom of an innocent and guiltleſs Perſon , 
as js ealb the Rogeager of Bin howdy 
overtake him before he to, one of 
"WI theſe Cities, or if after he made his 
| thirher ho ſhould afterwards at any 
rsFtime within the time prefixed, be found 
t where without the Bounds or Pomeria 

the ſaid City , theo it was lawful forthe 
Revenger of Blood to exa&t one life for ano- 
ther, and a the Death of the Decea- 


ſedParty , with that of him who did tho” | 


hn never ſo unwilli y fly him. Now who 
7 Þ was this Revenger of Blood 3 Joſephus tells 


you 


"Kos Bt tha. 


ouit was any of the Kindred. 7. 4. c. ris 
Art are theſe. 'Ornhps' 3 Movers Av 


mad, mas its # act) uby bios £ Tron gaxorm arthe- 


wirg;, &v of; did its miis Ws" dduvie gore pev2o hare, 
Kat yebvoy iraguy ras # guys + duniy mh d;nþiÞ, is 


s no mis # gbrer pra, wt by oy naget THe Tho 


, Wafrmtly Wurlay 9% mgoreuuine ovyartt 


> week & x4buty Vw  Gewr + recur, is WP to 
», + mporwune, brigp 5 i rnoireerts. Thiat 


Moſes built Ten C ties, being ate" the 


Fourt 

wnwillingly had ſlain a Mas. 'The time of 
their x. Gun to any of the ſaid plac 
Was during the life of that + h Prieft > at 
whoſe time ſuch an accident fetts out, But i þ 
ter his deceaſe, he wis' at liberty t# Feturs 
home, or go whither he pleaſed in ſafety, 
But in'the mean time, if he were bed with. 
out the bounds of the Tad Sanftuary to which 


he was confin'd, it was lawful for any of thy the, 


Kindred, and none elſe,to kill him. 
Now if you ask what Authotity Foſe! 
act has for this, the Anſwer will f 
took this as he. does. every thing | £ 
Hiterpreters. oY 1 


hen « Fix yy in our T ion the Revews 
ger of Bload, is in the Hebrew Goe! Hate 
And in the Seventy all _ Hong in Num- 
Fers » Deuterowomie,, and Joſhua, it is 


dy tut 
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wn dat, & dyygwer # diuans. 
Asout of them the Fae Latin renders it, 
ropinquus , copyatus proximius vecift , 
n with them Ontelos in his paraphraſe 
the Book of Numbers and Deuterone- 
ie does- exactly concur ; the Hebrew 
ord, to render it exaQtly, is as much as 
the > ron of _ ; and ſoit is taken 
onathan 1n his Targum upon Foſhua 
is the ſame word uſed in doind of 
Ruth and Boaz, and in the caſe of redeem- 
ing the Inheritance or the Perſon of the 
poor Brother who had fold himſelf. 


Since therefore the word in the Hebrew 
is the ſame, ſince the rendition of the other 
does all along reſtrain it to one 

of the Kindred of the deceaſed Party , fince 
the dy ws and the dyyower 54 diwens in 
the Seventy are the ſame , what can be 
more manifeſt than that , as welt in the 
» of the Seventy Interpreters , as 
others, whoſe A ity becauſe*not ſo 
ancient,and becauſe derived only from them 


WM isof lefs Credit, the <y57i« or the degrees- 


of Proximity in reſpe& of blood-in'allt 
caſes , Us lo to hy 3's the Mn of 
the Perfor! of a Brother who had fold him- 
ſelf, or of the Inherits of the fartie Per- 
bn , who being reduced to extredit Pover- 
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was obliged to fell it, and in theavey- 
2 the blood of him who was unwillings 
Fr ſain, were all of them the ſame, being 
either-the Brother , or rhe Zncle, or the 
Uncle's Son , or any that was nigh of Kin 


to the Family of the- Perſon . 
Levit. 25. 48, 49. | Neither does it 
pear only from the [dentity or Sameneſs of. 


the word inthe Hebrew 1n all theſe caſes, 


and from the agreement of the _— 
in their Verfon in every one of the ca 
now inſiſted upon , that the word Goel 
which, we render the Revenger, is to be 
underſtood in this laſt inſtance as well as 
in the other , of ſomebody that was ni 
of Kin; but. it 4s no leſs evident from 
expreſs words of the Original Text it ſelf, 
Deut. 19...5, 6- He, ſhall fly unto One o 
thoſe Citres and live , leſt the Avenger of 
Blood purſue the Slayer , while hu heart 
hot , and overtake bim , becauſe the way: is 
long, and ſlay him , whereas he was nat wor 
thy of death , inſomuch: as be hated him not 
in time paſts. Now in the firſt place it s 
a very wild piece of extravagance toſuppok 
that a man having killed another by -a.pets 
te chance, ſhould for this reaſon' lic ew 
poles: Wome Frey of every man who had 
the power or opportunity to revenge itz 
without any proceſs or formality of Low 
| Eat 


chatit might be ſeen' firſt whether he deſer- 
ved ſuch puniſhment orno. In the ſecond 
\arly wb no reaſon why every mans 
art ſhould be hot, or ſwell'd with a tu- 
multuous appetite of revenge ,* as faſt as 
any other, whom perhaps they gever knew 
or heard of before, ſhould come to an un- 
timely death, it ſeems therefore moſt rea- 
ſonable to confine it only to the relations 
or friends of the - party deceaſed , » who 
may well h be ſuppoſed, eſpecially 
thoſe that are ſo very near, to have had 
the greateſt friendſhip for him, and the 
—_ ſhare in that loſs which is ſuſtained 
by his death. Thirdly, We muſt not Ima- 
gine that the Law did countenance reven- 
ges of this Nature, but it did only 
the infirmity of men, whoſe heart was hot, 
i, e. overpowered with an exceſs of grief 
and a maſterleſs deſire of revenge, which 
paſſionate concern may well enough be ſup- 
pos'd to enter into the breaſt of a Brother, 
Uncle, or Uncles Son, or any that is wear 
of Kin, eſpecially if to the nearneſs of Con- 
nguinity, a ſtrict friendſhip and a neceſ- 
lary dependance be joyned, but cannot rea- 
ſonably be any in his excuſe, 
whoſe circumſtances of Birth and Fortune 
- "hag farther diſtance from the perſon- 
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Boaz and Rath. — _ 
The uſe which I make of theſe thirigs is 
this, that all theſe three inſtances do myu- 
tually confirm and. ſtrengthen one ano- 
ther ; the right of redeeming the perſon of 
the poor Brother, has been ſhewn to be- 
long only to the near Kinſman by the ex- 
pres words of the Law its ſelf, that'is to 
ay, to the Brother , or Uncle, or Uncles 
Son, or any that is near of Kin, that is, at 
the leaſt a farther than this; the ſane 
is likewiſe _ by all the Fewiſh Inter- 
preters, of the redemption of 'Inheritances, 
and is in it ſelf reaſonable to believe, 
it being menti in the very ſame Cha 
ter with the other, without any particula 
mention , who are the perſons 1n who 
the Right of Redemption is legally inveſt- 
ed, nnlefs the perſons who are ſpecified in 
this latter caſe, be underſtood 43 97 to be- 
long to them both , beſides that the caſt 
of Ruth and Boaz, in which the redemprias 
| was no queſtion concerned, 
ws it without all controverſy to be ev 
tended farther than to the immediate Bro 
ther, though not further than to ſuch 8 
were near of Kin. F; 
Laſtly, The revenging the Death of him 
that was ſlain by chance, has been ſhewn t6 
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belong hkewiſe to the very ſame perſons, 
and that not only from he famench ofthe 
o W 


Boaz and Ruth. 
word in a!l the three cafes, and from the 
rndition of a!l the Ancient Interpreters , 

: iron © *xpreſs words of the Law and 
icom the reaton of the thing it ſelf. 

If then whoever redeemed the perſon of 
2 Brother that had fold himfelf, might alſo 
avenge his blood, in cafe he were ſhin by 
chance, and might redeem his Inheritance 
when through poverty or want it was en- 
cumbred or alienated from him ; and if the 
reaſon of that Vicarious Wedlock which 
is uſually, but falſely confined to the Bro- 
ther of the deceaſed, was for the redemp- 
tion of the Inheritance, arid to hinder ir 
from going to any other Tribe, or as nigh 
as might be into another Houſe, then it 
follows plainly, that whoever might re- 
deem the Inheritance might Hay Mar- 
ry the Wife of the deceaſed, which had no 
other erid but this ; which was the thing to 
be proved. 

And now if it be asked why in the Law 
of Deuteronomy , the Fabem or deceaſed 
Husbands Brother is only mentioned, not- 
"withſtanding fo many of the Kindred 
—Ymight Marry to the Widow, I anſwer it 
/as for theſe three reaſons, Firſt; Becauſe 
the firſt refuſal of the Widow and of the 
Inheritance was his. Secondly, Becauſe he 
- was under the ſtrifteft obligation to pro- 
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Boaz and Rath. 
pagate the name and memory of his de- 
ceaſed Brother in the nature of his Se 
whereas thougti the other relations might 
if they pleaſed, do it upon the refuſal of the 
Brethren , yet not ſtanding in the ſame 
relation of ſervants to the deceaſed, 
were not as I conceive under the ſame oblt 
_ gation. Laſtly, Denominatio ſumitur a parte 
potiori,becaule it did aftually fo come to paks 
tor the moſt part, that one of the ſurvivi 
Brethren did accept of the Challenge -_ 
by the Woman. 1n behalf of her deceaſed 
Husband, and there was good reaſon why 
he ſhould, if he were not Married before, 
becauſe by this means there was, as I have 
ſaid, one Child provided for, and that ve- 
ry plentifully, for there was a double por- 
tion in the caſe, which belonged of r 
to the Elder Brother, Deut. 21. 17. andit 
is not improbable that he received like- 
wiſe into the bargain this farther adva 
that during his own life he had the entire 
management and diſpoſal of this eitate, 
for the ſupport of himſelf,. and for the be- 
nefit of all his Family, though at his death 
he muſt leave it as he found it, and could 
not cut off the Entail from the Eldeſt Son 
of this imputative or adoptive Bed. 
This might, for ought we know, be the 
reaſon why the Marriage of the Brother 
to 
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- Boaz and Ruth, 
to the Brothers Wife, was fo ſeverely for- 
bidden by ſeveral mperial Laws, both in 
the Corpus Furis Civilis of Juſtinian and in 
the Theodofran Code, which pore 
perhaps creep , though not for the"fk 
reaſon of raiſing up the name of the-dead 
upor.his Inherirance, out of Fudea into the 
Empire,but if any man hadrather think that 


"this was an only of that Zibertiniſme, 


and Licentiouſneſs,to which men are but too 
ſubje& of themſelves, T am fo far' from 
contending , that perhaps T ſhall be more 
inclinable to be of his opinion ; but it ts 
certain that this praftice , ſo far as 'it was 
uſed among the Zgyptians, was borrowed 
from the JEwe, or perhaps from thoſe El- 
der times from whom the Fews.themſelves 


received it, 'which may be plainly ee 
from the words of that nperial Reſcripr 
by whych it was at length forbidden by 
the Emperor Zeno; they are theſe : 


IMP.” ZENO. A!\EPINICO. P.P. 


Licetquidam /Egyptiorum idcirco mortuo- 
rum fratrum fib; conjuges matr imoniorofutate- 
rint,quod poſt illorum mortem manhſſeVirgines 
dicebantur,” arbitrati ſcil.C quod certis legum 
conditortbas_ placuits) tim corpore non con- 
venerint, nuptias non videri re effe contrattas ; 
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Authority of Grotius, who 


& hajuſmodi connubia tunc t s celebrg. 
ta,  firmata ſunt , tamen preſenti lege ſay. 
cimas, fique hujuſmodi nuptie contraite fu- 
erint., cas earumg; contrattores, & ex bis 
progenitos antiquarum legum tenori ſubja- 
cere, wec ad exempluns (Egyptiorum ( de qui- 
bus ſupra diftum eft ) eas videri fuiſſe fir- 
mas, vel efſe firmandas. 

Now that this cuſtom among the Zg yp. 
tians, | was received from the Fewiſh, I ar 
gue from theſe words, quod certis legun 
conditeribus placuit, which legum conditore; 
are Moſes and thoſe other Lawgzvers of 
Earlier times, from whom he himſelf 
received it ; and though it be true that the 
Jews Married the Wite of their deceaſed 
Brother, whether ſhe were a Virgin or ng, 
in caſe ſhe had no Male Iſſue, yer it is eve 
ry whit as true, \ that there were thoſe that 
would not allow this Law to, take place, 
but only in ſuch, as had never been touch- 
ed by the deceaſed Husband ; of which 
number there is no. meaner a man 'than KR, 
Shammai himſelf, the head of one of the 
two famous Phariſaick Schools, as. R. Hik 
lel was of the other , and the Samaritaxes 
ad unum omnes ; but I take this only upon the 


5. hath ſep works, Poor efuntt; mal | 
Sammai & Samaritani hoc de deſponjatd tax 
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- 1s meant, and given the reaſon why it is 
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* Roa and Rath. 
tam interpretantur ,- ebſbant tum alia, tum 
Gen 38, & ab if this was the Opinion of 
the Samaritanes, who yet certainly receiv- 
ed their knowledge of this Law trom the 
Jews, why might it not be of the Agyp- 
tians tao ? | 

Again, if theſe matches werg made by 
others up and down the Roman Empire, as 
the /ſawe Edit does more than ſeem to in- 
ſinuate , ad exem Agyptioram,. then 
it is true what I have already. hinted , 
though I would nat be very contident of it, 
that the Romans themſelves received it 
from the Fews Originally,tor caſa cauſe ef 
cauſa cayſati. 

-Having thus proyed that by the Firft- 
born, is meant not the Levir himſelf bur 
the Eldeſ# Son of the Leviratical Red , 
and that by raifing wp the name af the dead, 
by hindring hu name from being blatted out 
of Iſrael, is not meant that the adoptive 
birth was to be of. the ſame rawe with the 
deceaſed Farher , having ſhewn that the 
Marriage of Rath and Boaz was in conle- 
quence and purſuance af that Law in Deu- 
teronowy, whereby the Brother was autho- 
rized and obliged 'to raiſe up Seed to bis 
deceaſed Brother; Laſtly, Having demon- 
itrated that by the Name, the /rheritavce 
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Boaz and: Ruth. 
fo, becauſe it 'was 
the:dead ſhould be continued for the aſſert-/ 
been faid we may now di other 
Errors of Mr. Sel/den and his Rabbins ; his 
words are theſe, p. 99, 100, Conſenſu Ma- 
giſtrorum , poſteri a fratre fratriam ducente 
ſuſcepti omnes, pro vario jure in alzis ſpecie« 
bus ſucceſſioms, defuntti fratris hereditatem 
capiebant. In which words there areno leſs 
than-two very groſs miſtakes. The Firf 
is this, that this opinion ſuppoſeth all the 
Children begotten by the Levir or near 
Kinſman upon his Brothers Wife were ac+ 
counted and looked upon as the Children 
of the- party deceaſed ; and the Second 
whieh is expresſly afſerted,that they had all 
of them a ſhare in the Inheritance, both 
of which muſt needs be falſe, if by ſacceed- 
ing in the name rw dead , Dent. 25. 6, 
nothing elſe can be meant, as I have pro- 
ved, that nothing elſe is or can be, but on- 
ly that, he was to Iwherit the Eſtate and 
— of pu —_—— wn ee: = 

( to the Firſt-born'b 
we of "that lace, aud it bal bod | 
the Firſt-born 4 
ceed in the name of bis Brother which is 
ded, thatghigname be wy pov nt of Iſrael, 
now to attribute that in common to all 
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the name of. 
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J- Boaz and Ruth. _ 
which the Scripture ſo plai uppropels tes 

toone, what is it but to Autho- 
rity of a- Rabbin before that of Moſes the 
Lawgiver himſelf »- Only thus much I be- 
lieve to/have been very true,that in caſe the 
Firſs-bors died , then the next Brother was 
to Inherit in the natyre of an adoptive Son, 
as the Eldeſt had done before him, and fo 
on, if there was more Brothers, and the 
Second died likewiſe as the Firſt had done ; 
becauſe without this: there would not have 
been a ſufficient proviſion made for that 
which was the declared end and deſign of 
the Law, that his name be nof put out of - 
Ifrael, and becauſe it is certain it the Elder 
Brother , I- fpeak 'now of the 7mputative 
Father, died without Iſſue, then the next 
was to ſucceed in his Bed and in his Inheri- 
tance,” as a kind of an adoptive Husband, 
or an Fusband in his Brothers ftead, as is 
evident from' the ſtory of Er, Onan, and 
Shelah, and from the ſtory or ſuppoſition 
of the Seven Brethren in the Goſpel. 

Now if Brethren were uſfd to ſucceed 
one another in their courſe, Þ bs the de- 
ceaſe of the El the'Second and fo on, 
rve and vicarious 
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: _—_— it ſeems to me to | 
lt dren begatren 2 a Leviratical or 
ch anchis 


Anchiſteutical __ alſo "my 
another yon. the of the 
= on Soxs, or Heirs to the 


Wan 54g" - þ mee then the 
bter Firſt Begotten was to Inherit; for 


ih a great milbare in. Mr. Selden nnd 
his Rabbine, when they Iaterprex 


words, If Brethren duel together _ one 
of them die, ou ben cen Lo, d hath m 
Son, {o ANY 24 if ut were- nt either 


gument for him in this caſe, that rhe 70 
nd the Fate Latin, have rendered it in 
ſuch general words, by «7iq«« and y likeri 
pe oy St. Hen AT Mark 
of this very t the word 
ſtead of vs For general Wards. 
are inthemſelves extended to a greg 
tude of ſigaification, ſo they ma 
ſtrained when the nature of che Subjed 
treated of does require it, as if a man who 
had »o Daaghter, thould uſe the word. L 
beri, or Twa ſyeaking of his own Chuldren, 
it is manifeſt that in this caſe thee words, 
| however exteaſive their full fignification; 
__ be reſtrained to {ignifie only the 44, 
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ders but that by «iv in _ ag 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
Authority as Interpreters be for the 
the moſt Sacred, and the leaſt ſub) 
ion of by 
or, Firſt, I affirm that when it is fad; 
Deut.25.6. And it ſhall be that the Firſt- 
born which ſbe beareth, Gc. that this by 
the propriety of the Sacred is to 
be underſtood only of the” Male iſſue. As 
it is Exod. 1.5. And all the Firſt-born i» the 
Lond of gry hab , from the Firſt-bory 
Pharaoh 7 teth upon his Throne,even 
xt the F tom the Maid-Servant, 
that is behind the Mill, and all the Firſt- 
born of Beaſts: Ch. 12. 29. rb 
to paſs that at Midnight the Lord fmote all 


' the Firſt-born in the Land 


the Firſt-born of Pharaoh that ſar os = 
Throne , unto the Firſt-born of the Ca 
that was in the Dungeon , and all the irſt 
born of the Cartel. 

Now that by the Fiih-bora who were 
Smitten' by the _— only the 
Males are to be underſtood , from 
the Separation of the Firft-born _ 
Children of ſacl in'memory ofthis | 
ry. Exod.13.2. Santtifte nts me alfthe Fiſh 
whatſoever pe the Womb 

Now if it hat, 


ſtroyed, 
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_ born of Agypt were deſtroyed; ſo after» 


| Box and Ruth. 
, and that by the Firft-bors 
bar he" Males urs to be oderiond Tara 
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I confeſs the Phraſe of Opening the Womb 
is a little general and does extend to Fe- 
males as well as Males, But it is to be con- 
ſidered that it what went be- 
fore. Bibnei Fiſrael, which I take here in 
the moſt ſtrift and ,proper ſenſe, whatſoe- 
ver or whoſoever of the Sons or Males 
Iſrael firſt openeth the Womb, that is, is' 
Firſt-born.. And ſo Exod. 2.1. 29. The Firſt- 
born of thy Sons ſhalt thou give unto me.Bug be- 
cauſe it may be that by Soxs, and 
by the Soxs or Children of Iſracl both Males 
and Females are to þe underſtood, as it is 
certain it is ſo in many. other places, and 
the contrary cannot be proved, without 
ſome other argument than a bare ſuppoſi- 
tion to ſupport it ; I ſhall now deſire you 
to conſider, that as the Firſt-born of all 
the Children of ael, were Firſt SanQti- 
fied and ſet apart, in gratitude for that 
deliverance which they had when the Firſt 


wards the Levites were ſingled out fre 6 
road po Et Be ad b- gacbne " 


<f the ergy ce COT Fi onf 
Numb. 3. 12, 13. Behold 1 Faye tbe | 
| ws | 


Boaz 4tid Rib: 
Levites from among the EMdren of wh 
inſtead / all he Firſt-born that opentth 
. the Matrix among the Children of Iſrael. 
Therefore the Levites ſhall be mine, cecauſe 
all the Firſt-born are mine, for on the 
that 1 ſmote all the Firſt-born im the Ld 
i Egypt: I hallowed unto me all the Firſt. 

orn in I{rael both Man and Beaſt: mine they 
ſhall be, I am the Lord, - 

Now in What ſenſe it was that the Lz 
vites were ſet apart, and what they were” 
obliged to do by ſuch their ſeparation is 
expreſled v, 5, 6, 7, 8, of the ſame chapter, 
in theſe words: And the Lord ſpake wnto 
Moſes, ſaying, bring the Tribe of Levi near, 
and preſent them before Aaron the Prieſt, 
that they may Miniſte® unto him, and they 
ſhall keep bis charge, and the charge oft 
whole Congregation before the Tabernacle of 
the Congregation , and the charge of the 
(Children of Iſrael to do the Service of the 
:Tabernacle, The ſame you have likewiſe 
repeated again, c. 8. of the ſame Book. It 
us clear then if Miniſtring to the Sanfuary 
11nd doing the Service of the Tabernacle, be 
all that is meant by the Levizes being ſ&* 

apart, and all that they were obliged to” 
BODy V ſuch "their ſe 10N, 

E the feparatto of the F#t-born of all” the 

Children 'of 77acl whoſe perſons the 

| * Levites 
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buſineſs was to be converſant about the 
Holy things. 
Now Wome were never admitted into the 


Prieſt-hood , or ſet aptrt to the Miniſtry 
of the Altar, either the Law or un- 
der it, = mote than they are now under 
the Goſpel, therefore it is plain-thatby the 

jon or SanQification of the Firſt- 
born, only that of the Males is to be un- 
derſtood. 


ain, Women were at li to M; 
fl. Tribe into —— eo Wa: 
o © mandeſcended of the Tribe of Levi might 
» MI Marry if the fo pleaſed into that of Benja- 
- min of Judah, but by ſo doing the band of 
of Matrimony unites her much more ſtrongly 
to her Husband and his Tribe, than to that 
-» I Tribe of which ſhe was deſcended, fo that 
& WY tis, _ had been ſeparated would have 
been a kind of alienation from the ſervice 
of God; for that did ſo Marry is evi- 
dent from the eaſe of the Daughters of Ze- 
lophehad, who were hindred Marry- 
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in it${clf unlawful or not 


but to preſerve the Iptierita 
alienated for ever fron that Tribe to which 
| it 
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"FI ing into another Tribe, not becauſe itwas,,. 
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it formerly belonged, and the Daughters of 
the other Tribes were with difficulty and 
by ſuch another wile, as that By which the 
Romans took them Wives of the Sabines, 
ted to the Benjamites after the great 

, not becauſe it was* unlawful 

ſimply confidered,and in its ſelf,but becauſe 
the Children of ſrael had ſworn, ſaying, 
eurſed be he that giveth a Wife to Benjamin, 
Fad. 21.18. In other caſes it was rather 
2 Duty than a thing unlawful for the Tribes 
to intermarry with. one another, becauſe 
ſuch Intermarriages are naturally pro 
duQtive of a ſtrict friendſhip and unity be 
tween them, which was the reaſon why 
ſuch Marriages were by the Law forbidden 
- with Jdolatrous and Heathen People, for 
fear that friendſhipand good underſtanding, 
which this would produce,might be a means 
to tempt the ſraelites from their Duty, to 
make them Eat of their Sacrifices, and d6 
file themſelves with all their abominations, 
Neither was there any Law asI conceive, 
of more uſe to the Aggrandizing of | the 
Roman State, by abating ſomewhat of thoſe II , 
per heats betwixt the Lords and Y: 
Commons, of which it was compoſed, than YI - 
t which was at length paſſed by the F- 
Niddomgang attivitygt one of their Tri- Y 
bunes, de maritandis ordinibss, where if 


nm TER TRESTPRAIDRDPES 6.68, 
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we have L. 
the * Bleſſed Virg n her ſelf, wh > wy 
the Tribe of Levi was eſpouſed to Joſeph ts Ne 


of the Tribe of Judah _ \ aint Fri- 
bules tribelibss wobere debuiſſe, ne que perperuum tf, mequt f fit, co uſe 
Cote lid May tam fuiſſt natam inde 

apporeat Bogouls thief entects forte queſt Judic. 2:. 18, 
| tribus capere, mes 4s (na; nuptum darent Bonjamitis, often- 
ind rr jarirjurand) re/1giont probibert Et David 
Juda proſatur ex Benjaminis greens Michoteny «xrit, em. Et ob 
Hillele Phariſzo  ſeriprums mus apud Hebrzos patron & fwiſſe ex tribs 
Benjamin , matrem ex tribu Juda mT the 17 gt u Annotator, 
upon Lac. 1.'5. where he gives fome othet etamples.,' and does alſo 
ſufficiently confure that cunceit of, Philo Judexs,, as if thee High Prieſt 
ray not pphenn, gun of he FR, of Aaron. Such, another miitake is 


rom oy4T TT (Tov ines Im Fr i , 
__ Oy ry he Te h is fo fat m rrath heme, 
es that the Prieſts themſelves all bur 'the High Prieſt 

any of the Jews Nation who 'hey. pleaſed.” VE £xa\vot, 

Is i2eta; Orgy (HR TEss Tis «79 T4. FI. 

hus ires no more conry. Appion/ bv NT +. wrt 
why res, po WK + > 
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But $ ap is not all;the inftitution of the 4 Pa 
a ſufficient demonſt ration t tby 


oh of t Ei Fers'thiy Fi 
Ke dic Eg oft: react ae 
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' et'ds go, that the Lord flew all the Firft-bor, 
inthe; Land of pt, both the Firſt-born of 


Pa fl wants 


deliverance, and was in its At 
ies Aoeud y of atonetriet*, ro by 
the Blood upon the Poſts of the 
Pools be which the Gro ing dnp 
to pals, was to be a Mate of the Firſt Tear, 
a Wales 2s being an atonement for a Male 
of the Firſt Ter to be an atonement for 
Firſt-born. To which purpoſe it is likewiſe 
faid,, -Exod. 13. 12, Thou ſhalt ſet apart 
unto the Lord, 'all that openeth the Matrix 
and” every Firſtling that cometh 'of a on 
which :hos baſt, the Male ſhall be the Lor 
And again, v. 14- 35. And it ſhallbe whey 
thy Son asketh thee in time to come, ſaying, 
what is this > that thou ſhalt. ſay unto ” bis 
by freng th of hand the Lord br dg #5 Ont 


of A the Houſe of B 
it Bays _ Ee Bon 


Mer and the Firit-born of Beaſt ,- therefore! 
ſacrifice to the Lord all that openeth the Mt 
trix, being-Males, butall the Firſt-born of wy 
Children I redeem. For this reaſon the > 
mainder of the Meat-Offering was to be eqjen 
by the Males only of the Children' 
p Fang becauſe the” Females, a5T have 
woe not ſet 3p a7 to the Miniftry* 

(8.-H11 the Mates | 
Fa xiFrhes of Agron ſhall eat of it, "it 

*_ CR. 
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Boas. ind Ruth. 
be 4 flatute for ever in your Generations, 
jy es Offt? ings" of the Eord made 
rd Fire, every one eh fogcheth them ſhall 
, 4.e. notonly purified with all the 
Moſaic "ways of Neel el » bur aQually 
ſet apart to be employed abour the Holy 
, Which were hallowed unto the 
\ which it ſeems by this place, the 
Females were not, "though of the Houſe 
of Aaron. So alſo it is expresſly faid as 
bout the treſpaſs Offeri Levit. 7: 6. 
Every Male amony mh P riefl. ſhall eat hs 
of, it 4 he iS eaten in the Holy place, it 
is moſt Holy. And'as the Females were 
always excludes from- the number of thoſe 
that were ſeparated in -fepor of the Firſt-born, 
ſo the Males even from a Month old and 
wards were all taken into the Muſter , 
wm. 3. 28. ſpeaking of the Males of the 
Family of XFobath, and-the ſame isto be un- 
derſtood of other Families. In the number 4 
all the Males, from a Month old and upwards 
were Eight Thouſand Six Hundred keep» 
7 "the charge E; the Sanftuary. So then 
it is clear that none but the Males eamein- 


to Ar Account, and none - but they - had 
charge of 2 the ang committed un» . 
Gps nd ro fillupt the detiicaſtratiow, 
and' make it to alt intents HiFpurpoſes 
copplear and as r- _ 46::verſe 'of 


the 
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the ſame chapter, we find the Number of 


the Firſt-bors in the ”"_ Troy » Who 
were to be repreſented Levites 
did exceed the Number If the Levites 
themſelves, by Two hundred ſeventy three 
for whom therefore there was an 
other way of Redemption found, than that 
of their ſeparation to the Miniſtry of the 
Tabernacle, either by themſelves or by 
their Proxies the Levites, which was, that 
they were to pay Five Shekels apiece, ah 
ter the Shekel of the Sanftuary , -cach 
Sheket conſiſting of 20 Gerahs , for the 
uſe of Aaroxs and his Sons, v. 47, 48 
which was accordingly done iſtri 
ted after the manner aforeſaid, as the Lord 
had commanded Moſes, v.49, 50, 51. 


- From whence it is very plain, not only 
that none of the Levites were reckoned, but 
the Males, but that they repreſented none 
but ſuch, in the other Tribes; For if- you 
conſider, that the Tribe of Levi was one of 
the 7hbirteen, all the Males of the Tribe of 
Levi, will bein a manner of an equal. num» 
ber with the Firf-born being Males of the 
other Tribes, for the excels of Two hum 
dred ſeventy three, is only accidental. in its 


” 


ſelf one way or other,.and is not much. e& { 


ther way in ſo largean account as this. | 
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But -you will fay it isan- chance, 
take one with another, bas Male or 
Female be Barn firſt inany houſe or Family, 
and therefore if only the Firft-borx were re- 
by the Males of the Levites, and 
the Females were not taken into the account 
nor. had any to them, then the 
number of the Levites would be in a man- 
ner double to the number of the Fir/-born 
in the other Tribes : But to this I Anſwer ; 
that in ſuch caſes the Female indeed was 0- 
mitted out of the account, but the next Male 
to her was taken in as the Fir/t-bory, and 
ſo the Account ' will 'be adjuſted again, 
It you. ask me how I prove this, have a 
little patience and I will tell you. 
You muſt know therefore that the Firſt 
born of all Beaſts as well clean as unclean, 


were to be ſet apart, as well as the Firft- - 


born of Men,the clean for Sacrifice and the 
unclean to be redeemed with Mony. Now 
it is expresſly aſſerted in the Law it ſelf, as 
hath been already ſhewn, that none but 
Males were either to be Sacrificed or Re- 
deemed ; what therefore if the Firſt-born 
of any Beaſt, whether clean- or unclean , 
ſhall e a Female, ſhall not the next 
Male wes Frkencr as the Firſt-bors in this 


- caſe? And isnot this much more reaſonable 
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to ſuppoſe than that God ſhould loſe his. 


K 3 Sacrifice, ! 


Sacritict;or the Prieſts their portion }.Nay, 


is it not- expresſ] ——_ that it was to 
be fo 2 Namb. 94 he Lord ſaid ante Mos 
ſes, Number all the Firſt-born of +he Mates 
of the Children of Iſrael; now mony 
the Fir/t-bors of the Males, the Firſt-bory 
in ſuo genere, who was notſo abſolute, "or 
the Firſt-lorn of all the Children: Jes 
clear therefore, that in caſe a Daughter 
were really the Eldeſt, yet ſhe was not ins 
cluded' in the notiba of the Firft-born, 
which belonged only to the Firſt of the 
Males, 4. ce. to her next Brother or tothe 
Eldeſt Son: that ſhould -be born after her ; 
pow the ſame was the caſe both of Cattel and 
Men, and tor the ſame reaſon, ſo that theſe 
things do mutually ſtrengthen and confirm 
one another, v. 41. of the ſame -Chapter, 
And thou ſhalt take the Levites,, for:me-(1 
am the Lord) inſtead of all the Furſt-born & 
mong the Children of Urael, and the Cartel 
of the Levites inſtead of all the Cattel of the 
Children of Iſrael, All which will be yet 
further evident from Dex?. 2 1.-v. 15, 16,17; 
If a Man have two Wives, one beloved and 
axother hated; and they have born him Chit 
dren, both the beloved and the hated, then 
it ſhall be when he maketh his Sons to In 
. berit that which he hath, that be may not 
make the Son of the beloved Firſt-born be+ 

| fore 
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be is the þ chrength, 

the Eyrſt-born.zs hs, | Fram which plac 
argue thus ; Whoeyer had the right. of the 
Firſ-bers agd as to receive 2 double, por- 
tion of ry he Facher pallſn goed ſhe 
was 1n. | lot erp! ation. "_: wW, 
and conſequently in the nguage of MHo- 
ſes, and ig, all thoſe Laws. where mention 
is made of the Frr/t-bors, the Firft-born ; 
but this was not the Firſt-born Chi/d, but 
the Eldeſt Son : Theretore in caſe a Daugh- 
ter were born before hum, . it is neceſlary ac- 
cording to the true yncention of the Law,and 
the practice of thoſe times, that the, ſhould 
be omitzed out of the accounts for, a Fe-' 
male, in caſe there were any Male ſurvi- 
ving at the death, of the Parent, was ſo far 
from having a double portion which was the 
right of the Fir(t-born that ſhe was-not to 
labexit at all, Numb. 2.7.3. if a man dic and 
have no Son, then ſhalt he cauſe bis Inheri- 
tance v0 paſs wnto his. Daughter. Butin no 
—O cale unleſs er oo oa Law to 
in Va4n ; It is maniteſt therefore altalong, 
that by the Firſt-bors the Eldeft. Son 1s 
meant; again, for he is the beginning of his 
K 4 ' ſtrength, 


£36 


\ 4 2 ; . hi F _ 
© Bray arid" Rarh. 
ſtrength; 'which is rhe very 'expr 
Jace concerni 


ex. 49." "And the meanibg of it is this; 


that the Eldeit Son was in the nature of all 


primitiz or firſt Fruits, dedicated* unto'the 
Lord, 'only with this" difference , that all 
other /#/# Pruits'were' dedicated in the nq- 
turs of $acrifices, bur he in the quality. of 


a Prieff, Now as T have Taid, it is plain 


tharWorhen were-never admitted into the 
Prieft-hood, *eithier before” the 'Law or uns 
der it, and betore 'it as hath been ſaid,” the 
Eldeſt Brother was both the King 'and the 
Prieſt'of the Family, for thefe"rwo chas 
raters: were of Ancient time commonly 
unitedin the'ſame” perſon, as Melchiſedeck 
was #ing of Salem, and Pricſt of the moſt 
High God; As 1s evident from the: Acs 
counts 'of Numa and Tali Hojtilrus in the 
Roman ſtory, and trom this; that aiter the 
expulſion ot tlieir” Kihjzs rhey had” theif 
Reges' Sacrificuli', white buſineſs it was 
ro extcure rtioſe parts"of the Prieſtly Of 
fice which belonged formerly-to the #;ngs 
of Rome, And as has been a thouſand times 
obſerved our of that* known Verſe, © + 


Rex Anius, 'ReX' ide hominum Phas 
bique ſacerdos. . SW4ITNA I 0 ,:£68 


Upon 
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 _ > Boaz and Ruth. 

Upon which place of Yirgil, Servius hath 
theſe words, Majorum enim bec erat cons 
ſuetudo, ut Rex efſet etiam Sacerdos & Pon- 
tifex,, unde bodie quog; Imperatores Poy- 


tiffces dicimus. And upon the' very next 
Verſeto it, | 


Vittis @ ſacri redimitus tempora laure, 


faith thus, V/itte Sacerdotis ſunt, laurus 
etiam Imperatoris vittorss. 

For which reaſon it is that when Jacob 
calls Reuben the beginning of bis ftrength, 
he adds'to it, after an exegetical, or ex- 
planative manner , the excellency of Dige 
nity and the excellency of Power ; in the for» 
mer of which expreflions the Prieſt-hood, 
and in the latter the- Xixg-ſbip of the Fa» 
_ , though Rexben had forteited them 
both for a reaſon already mentioned ſees 
to have been contarmed. © And "that this 
ſeparating of the Firſ-born, was in the 
nature of Firft-Fruits in Ancient times as 
well as it was atterwards for another rea» 
ſon likewiſe, will appear from Exod. 22. 
29. where the ſeparating the Firft-born,and 
of the det of Firſt-Fruits are evid 
-compared together. Thou ſhalt not delay 
to offer the firſt of thy ripe. Fruits and of 
thy rs; the Firſt-born of thy ors 


Boaz, ang, Rath, 
foalt thou give, unto me, If then the. begin 
ng of the Fathers ſtrength, and the, Fur 
born, were.all one , and. if che | | 
or Primitiz. -of _ the Fathers ſtrength, n 
ther was nor. could be -a ,» b 
muſt always be a Son, then it 1s mani 
tat the Co thing muſt be un 
Likewiſe of the Fir/t-born, which was the 
thing in queſtzon, 

T ue: c are two things, I foreſee, may. be 
objeted againſt what has been ſaid ; ns 
firſt is this ; Suppoſe & man had but 
Cluld, and that a Daughter, whether thi 
were to be. taken into the liſt of the: Fir 
beru, to. which I anſwer in the negative, 
that ſhe was. not, and I give this reaſon; 
Either he bad an Inheritance to beſtow 
he had not z.u4 the latter, then it is manih 
the Womag, was not conſdered, as of that 
Famuly of, which ſhe was deſcended , but 
was to paſs,zato another by Marriage, of 
dye uſcieſs and unregarded in a {ingle li 
from wheace it came to pals that Women a 
]. have obſerved already., bad their pamg 
from o{rviex and were called Naſhin, a 
+ ca the contrary the men are Zecariy fro 

remembrance becaule they carty 9g and. cog 
tinue the memary of their Fore-Fathers 1 
their Inheritance and ig their perſons, \. .. 

Bur theg upon Syppolcion that there 
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that time when the Levires were 
inſtead of the Fir/t-borw, but to the next 


Ekazar the Prieſt, and before the Princes of 
all the Congregation,by the door of the Taber« 
nacle of the Congregation, ſaying, onr Father 
died in the Wilderneſs, and he was not is 
the company of them that gathered thens 
ſelves together again the Lord in the cont 
pany of Korah, but died in his own. fin, and 
had no Sons , why ſhould the name of. our 
Father be done from his. Famidy becauſe 
be hath no Son? Give - wnto- us wr 
on among the Brethren of our Father 


| pans pre de tm rs > 


Moſes 
could till he had 
chair cents defoqn the Loxd , —_— 
\ whom 
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Boaz and” Ruth. 

whom he received this anſwer, vi 6,7, 
9, to; 11; in which the Moſatct 
of Succeſſions to the Inheritanee or goods 
of the deceaſed is contained': ' And 
Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, the Daugl 
ters of mg parry. & right: Thow 
ſurely give them a off of an Inheritante 
among 'their Fathers Brethren ,- thou” ſhal 
cauſe © the Inheritance of their Father"# 
paſs wnto them, 'and thou ſhalt ſpeak wits 
the Children of Iſrael, ſaying, if a' max die 
and have no Son, then be har cauſe his In 
beritance to'paſs unto hs Daughter, a 
if he have no Daughter , then he ſhall giv 

is Inheritance unto his Brethren, and if be 
bave no Brethren, then he ſhall giroe bu In 
heritance unto his Fathers Brethren, a 
if hu Father have. no Brethren , then be 
ſhall give his Inheritance to his Kinſman, 
that w next to him of bis Family; and be 
ſhall poſſeſs it, and it ſhall be unto the Chil 
dren of Iſrael a ftatute of Judgment, as the 
Lord commanded Moſes. 

By which words it is manifeſt, as well 
from the expoſtulation of the Daughters 
of Zelopbehad, as from the anſwer of Ge 
to the 'remonſtrance of Moſes made 
their-behalf , that Daughters before tl 
time were in no cale to Inherit the Land 


of their deceaſed Fathers, for 'it would 
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have beena very Idle queſtion, why ſhould 


the name of our Father be done away from 
bis Family becauſe he hath no Son? and as 
needleſs a demand , give unto us therefore a 
Ph efron among the Brethres of our Father, 
the Daughters by the cuſtom and 
oh, -tumes , up ym in default of 
M ue, a true a t of 
_ to the eſtate ny = FuarSy 
et farther plain from this, that 
irs wget nay of bimaſelf adventure to 
aſſign them ſeſſion among the Bre- 
threa of their ather, till he had firſt con- 
ſulted apt <o- was to tu; in a 
caſe in which he had no Law; nor any 
example but what would be to the preju- 
dice of the Petitioners to govern humſelf 


by ; and by the anſwer of God to Moſes 


it a Ninly that the Inheritance of 
_ _— fufficiently provided for, 
v.8. If a man die and have no Son; in 
which words the Inheritance ina the Son 

is ſuppoſed, in caſe the —_— 
for that of the Daughter Pry of 


a0y, 
JJ the collateral relations, it Ga nes yet ſet- 


led, as is plain from that expreſs jrapicen 


Which is here made in that behalf, and 


Y 'from thoſe words at the cloſe of this 


viſion, v.11. And it ſhall be unto __ 


i dren of Iſracl a ftatute of Fudement : Which 
hn of 1ſracl a ſtatute of Judgment _ 


Boaz and Ruth. 
words might well ; have 'been { 
red, chop the cc 1tation, 
the anſwer and all that went before, * 
theſe things had been unto the Childn 
of Iſrael a ftatute of Judgment before that 


time. | 

Now if you examine at what re h 
Law was made, the Chapter wherein it 
contained oy tore you, _ pr [ 
fourty years ſojourning in t ilderne 
when al that Gtndition. which car 
out of Agypr, Caleb, and Fofbua, and M 
himſelf only excepted, were a Jead 
and gone, and when Moſes hiinſelf 
abour'to follow the reft, and to reſign vu 
his Government, together with his lite, i | 
to the hands of Joſhua the Son of Nay 
Which beipg long after the Levites wet 
ſet apart to the Miniftry of che Sarictuary 
inſtead of the Firft-born , it is plain tl 
in thoſe liſts of the Firſt-bory which we 
then taken, there was no mention mat 
of any Daughter h the oy Old 
ſhe being neither the beginning of ber 
thers ſtrength, in that ſenſe in which thog 
words are to be underſtood, as has beet 
ſhewn , neither did the double fu on , 
whuch was the right of the Fir/t-born (& 
indeed, as it muſt bein the'caſe'of an ovy't2 
ly Child , all the eſtarehelong' 10 he 
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© Boaz and Riteh. 
And though it 'be-true thar the! Firff-Lorn 
themſelves had ur” rhar rime, being in the 


'J Wilderneſs, no Intheritatice, 'there being as 
real yet” No partition mide of the Land of pro 


nicable perſons inthe eſteem of Law, and 
= fmevs to the aRual: of 
Inheri which none of the Dangh- 

ters of rhat time were. 
Bur it is enough to ſay without all rhis 
elaborate canvaſcing the bulineb,- chat the 
reaſon of the tion of the Levites w- 


ſtead ofthe Firfi-bornbeingtobethe Proefts 
and Clergy of the Jewiſh Nation, in their 


"wh fiead, and it being anenifeſt by the excels 


«f Two beadhedd threeſcore and thirteen, 
for whom a price of redemption was paid, 


7 RE hi -ie Fae particiler repreſen- 


ned him-at that'rime;- and it'he- 
tihiculoas for 'a Levite' to ropreſerit 
- in thefervice of the Tabernacle, 


F eel 5 its ſelf wisexduded fromatman- 
id ner of intermedling in ſach sffairs,which 


$1 have ſhewn Wornen always tohavebeen, 


6K 


Brez and-Rerh. | 
This is the Firſt Objection ; the Second ig 


this There were Firſt-born among the 
= 5 gy w theretore: Fe 


we do in this caſe ? were fl rhe 
" their own aca! ere thy 


whom they 


to be not only 
umpoſlible, for when youve doll 
can be bur ſet euro fuk a ae 
that they are as one way as the 6 
ther. And which ſoever of theſe you col 
ſider Firſt, thereal or the vicarious 

ſeems for that reaſon to exclude the other... 


But to this I anſwer, FOR? 
Levites were with reſpeQt of their office, was 
perfeftly by way of repreſentation, they 
were nothing in themſelves, they had 
pines neither were, they Sable 

of the children of //raeh, Numb, 4, 
4s, 49. The Lord had ſpoken unto Moſes Jo 
ing, thou ſbalt not remember the Tribe of Ls 
vi, neither take the ſum of them, among -the 
Childres of Iſracl. Numb. 18. 20. The Lord 
ſpake unto Aaron, thou fſbalt have ”; hacer 
tance in their Land, neither ſhalt 


any part among them Tam _ 
inheritance the Childrey 
ver. 2.4- The tithes of 'F 


which aa ; Ws þ ried 
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ſhall mourn for hjm as one that mourneth 
Fa guru es halle in | bitterneſ3 

hins as 'one that is in bitterneſs for bis 
irſt-born, where jt. isevident thavche Fir ſf- 
born inthe latter clauſe being only exegeti- 
RG Saitiahwſnonr, appithcing 
2 proverbial ſpeech expreſſive extre+ 


=_ 
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cles Son muſt both of them be underſtood 


of the Fathers ſide, then it is but reaſe 
ble to conclude -that the Brother :alfo 
the former verſe, muſt be underſtood 
fame way. Secondly, or . avy 


of Kin to'him» of his F ma 
him. Here there aretwo thi 
ſerved. Firſt any that is ni 


him , Hebrew Miſbeer Beſ 
brubey 3 capxis wn, any of bis 


but his Father. with whe 
Marriage is made oxe , 
looked upon as hers, and 
ceaſe the ſhall ? 
Child which ſhe ſhall conceive 
the ſecond Husband is 
Sox or D 


Z 


T34 CEASE4 CEOS SEREY 
TUE AIP R ISI ADELE 
rl He 
22 b - TH: 
Meh $14 23328 
SIISEY FILE SI's 
"PF Sod 
= 2 HEME is WE 
Fidanl BHT LETS ESE J 


EF EXNEDSTY TED OC ECT IR 


ice; c,1,v14v 


cnt 
- Huſe 


2&4 ESSE $E$E&> 


occaſion hath. theſe words, | | 
Ubi Naotni'ad nur ſua, Orpha & Ruttly 
viduas, wee'prole beatas; An adhuo, ny 
tntra me, imwuters mee ſunt filit, 2 _ | 
rithweſtri's" perinde ae ff now Jos ny 
trem werinum ſed etjam ad 'exn qur mare 
tis frateruce tempore, nondum is lucew' ROS 
6s (quod itident uno ore 'negant” mares 


od.) NEL hn backs hiGovan 0c a 6 


Authority: of: 4d arnens 
| —_— hag rn Eh 
wiDra roof Hebea. x3 16x69 


: = , _—_— 


is | 
uy... [Therefore Jet: us Way, 
ind fee if aha. will ES. Are: 
there ary wure: SI05 in Womb that they 
? I aindde hd 10: 


hankd: be: your. He 
Taro hoe afans Huxhand, 4p arr 


bran ESI. 


We 3 SOIT V2 ONO UE (95 0” 9 BY "OE i RP” 


LS "3 o 
0 7 9 


ds. -. 


or them Hutrbands *, » 
that the hand of the Lord is gone out 

me ; all which are. 

but an enumeration of ſo 1 | 
ties, to make them ' more, + 
to make them return ringer bn 
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I laid the foundations of the Earth 2 i; thou 
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be your Husbands , is-as much as\to 
you could not marry 
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and' prattice of the Few at all their tom 
we have the Teſtimony of Jvexg! for it. 
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0bſervant ubi feta mers pete ſabbata Reges. 


And the Jews being Litrkeoe to Eat 
the Paſſover with their ſhoes, on, for 
expedition fake, that they might'be in « 
readineſs to march, and in remembrance 
thers of. lem Ioxrmg 
out 153 

tion that EE es at all 
their other Feaſts bare-foot or with their 
ſhoes off, otherwiſe that whi 
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ide when the man in R«#h. pulls off 
his own Shibe himſelf; 'ahd delivers it to 
hbou! that 15, in.this "caſe to 
Rath her (elf, this was 'an appeal ro God 
or a publick owning in the preſence of 
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bear, end this, 
ow Ro9z {aid nuts the 1s and to off 
People; ye are Witneſſes this Day, Which 


he Again, v. 10. Te are Witweſſes 
this Day. And then, v. 1. Al the People 
that were inthe Gate, and the Elders, ſaid, 
pe are ' Witneſſes. 

I do nat deny what Mr. Seldes ſaith, that 
this delivering of the ſhoe from one to ano- 
ther,was traditionis ſew arquirendi Dominit 
Farmala, the manner of Livery and /eifin in 
thoſs times ;. but I do not grant thus much 
becauſe his Medraſo-monger tells us fo, but 
becauſe it is manuteſt from the plain words 
of Scripture Ruth. 4.7, Now this was the 
wanner in former time in liracl, concerning 
ning and concerning changing , for to 
confirm all things : 4A man | maggael, þ bs ſhoe 
and gave it te by Neighbour, and this was 
a teſtimony in 1ſrael : but yet I ſay, that the 
true reaſon of this Ceremony, was to im- 
ply anappeal to God, to whom'this right * 
was to be apply'd as an att of Divine 
Worſhip, and theretore the inſpired Writer 
tells us, it was to confirm af things, and it 
was 8 teſtimony in I{racl, an Oath being the 
greatsſt aſſurance and the molt ſacred way 
of pli our Troth and Faith .to one a- 
that any Man can give. 
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uſed among the Fews, nogany och BR 
ern People , when they were within doorg 
but * when they walked abroad ; for this 
reaſon rhe pulling off the Shoe and givi 
it to another, was a Symbolical 

tion of the paſſing of the inheritance 

one to another,as in this caſe when Boaz 
deemed the inheritance of Elimelech at the 
hand of Naomi. And for this reaſon inal 
ſuch fales and paſſings away of Lands, from 
one to another, the inheritance in the FH 
brew Idtom was ſaid to riſe from the one 


to the other, as Gex. 23. 17, 18. The fieldof 


Ephron, which was in Machpelah , which 
was before Mamre, the field and the cave 
which was. therein , and all the trees that 
were in the Field, that were in all the bore 
ders round about, were made ſure unto Abra 
ham for a poſſeſſion. And v. 20. the Field 
and the cave that is therein, were made 
fare unto Abraham, &c. In the Hebrew it 
1s in both places, vaja-kow, it aroſe to 
Abraham for a 0, and in the 70. 
V. 17. Wn, it flood wp , and v. 20. ixuye3s, 
it was appropriated, which arifing or fans 
ing up, or removal of the Poſſeſſion from 
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Sou of Zohar. And v. 10 Ephron the Hi 
anſwered Abraham, in the audience of the 
Children of Heth, even of all that went in 
at the "Gate 'of bis City, ſaying, &c. And 
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the Sons , before a went In 
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from the ſoil and duſt of the. way,, when 
they walked abroad, or from the offenſe 
ſharpneſs ofany ſtones or 
equalities that might annoy or hurt them in 


pi 


An 


off. upon th 
that: the , 4 | . 
» Jene ' have faid, _— 


Ss. 


ws mm” as a Dc mo co a os cc amy 2&4 A OQw£e as _ O£a< 


«© © * 


r72 


wi 


wv. Bechar. 
Heerex vic. nd 
bib ® 

g the Greeks and Romans allo, wt 


ſeali, fab, & dvoms idler , to eat of that of wo ” þ 
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gr of ta that ker: you of the Coun- 
el of Jeruſalem, 'y which the 7dolort 


were forbidden , it being then the. he 

mon cuſtom not only 1n the Ide of 

Heathen Temples themſelves , bar alſo z 

home in their private Families "and 

not tocat any t 

before hand been 

the /do/ Temple,which ſeems tobe very 

as tothe commonneſs of this 

as to the nniv of ir, from 1/Cor, 

c. 10. v. 27, 28. If any of them that be. 

lieve not, bid you to a Feaft, and you be 

diſpoſed to go, whatſoever is ſet before you 

eat, asking no queſtion for - conſcience he 
bat if any qnan ſay unto you, this is offe 

up in Sacrifice unto Idols , cat not for bis 


ſake that ſhewed it, \and or conſcience ſake; 
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did not ſtand but ſit at Supper, which 
ites, it 
that otherwiſe than ir its tert- 
at the end of 
i, as Rn oli ro, Was 1s 
ro r s, it had norhing ex- 
craordinary in it, ror atty thing” which 
was n6t common'toaltorher Meals among 
the Fews, {© rhat'if the Feet of the com- 
on fwexhra tthis kya —pion 
they were ſoar alf other times where- 
cver they fe down to Table; F 
Andindeed if we examine, the manner - 
a ceftthony of our Savienr's laſt ſupper, 
and edtmipare it' with the Roman Antiquiri 

nm kke eaſes; Bo fremrnmy as tore r= 
riewtars a perfed# agrecmnemt betweetr cher ; 
be fi oh ror orny it was «rdjzur aha 
| fer ' Room 'ſPread' with 
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the he ys hon were 


= oc true ye 
thr Meabeid rhe Yiy they 
was the farne 88 1 believe , Nd th 


Apoſtles and the primitive ' Chriftizms "_- 


crifice, and the u 

fartheſt from noi 

Heaven, the ſuppo 

of that Numex who is indeed omnipreſent 
and whoſe divine ſubſtance is atually co- 
extended. to all the; poſſibilities , of, ex 
tenſion or place, (for bt: Firſt of which 


reaſons he is called b Hebrew Maſter 
ſhamajimand for the _ Makom,) I lay, 


the upper Chamber. was for this reaſon 
' counted more facred than the reſt, 'and ſe 
apart forall In. Offices, as the-Chap 


pel or Oratory © particular arg "7 
Secondly, that « = of the. Di 
ciples 7rd at Table was after the, Ro 


mode of the. Tricliniuma 

leaning, & io many Þ 4 of breaſt by Joo 

as at 1u 0D, 12.2 
hes ia ed's ag 
the Diſciples are PE 
this was 7 without \ queſtion the 2th 
on of the Romans, for fo? Plutarch obſerves 
Of Cato, mains d' durridur@ 9 dof us 
Iubarey ' acyoju wer? dex, He was" wield 
often times after dinner to go ith 
out his upper Garment and Shoes, which 
as much as to ſay, that he. went A 
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Boaz, and Rath. 

he . roſe. from Table or from Diner, 
where he fat according to the faſhion of 
thoſe times with his Coat oft, as well as 
his Shoes, but there is a paſſage of Mar- 
tial, L. 1%. Epier: ſtill more remarkable 
to this purpoſe, where Cotta a fellow that 
was to ſpunge about for a ſupper , 
wherever he could hear of any Belly-tim- 
ber to be had, and having loſt his Shoes 
twice: by pulling them oft betore he fat 
wiandlo of Fragpaley, chat be might Jo 
inciple of Frugality, that he might lof 
no more, he to go thither bare-foor, 
as well as fit down fo at Table, excal- 
ceatus ire capit ad cenam. Neither was it 
accounted abſurd at all, or unſeemly in 
thoſe times, to go bare-toot even rublick- 
ly and in the ſtreets themſelves. . For. Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus lays it down as. a rule 
to be obſerved at all times, 41/2 XX Io was 
«cub or drumodyeie wiv u wa Sexmwolim , it its 
always fitteſt for a man to goe bare-foot , 
wnleſs it be for Souldiers in their march or 
being engaged in military expeditions. And 
Szetonins obſerves of Nero, that in the pro- 
greſs which he made into Achaia, he never 
appeared in publick,but his feet were always 
inimitation of that frugality and ſim- 
plicity of the firſt mortals which Nero as 
bad a man as he was id at that time n. _ 
N arb 


+ 
g 
0 
Y 
n 
» 
= 
6 
{= 
FR 
f, 


P edag. £1 


2+cC. It, 


Heaven, the ſuppoſed peculiar reſidence 
* thee Nome wee bn bed carne 
and whoſe divine ſubſtance is aftually co- 
extended to all the; poſhbilities , of,, e 


ofbrelt 5 


4, | x1 
the Diſciples ſitting barefoot at ſupper, 
this was alſo without | queſtion the faſhi 
on of the. Romans, for ſo Plutarch obſerves 
of Cato, mais JN durridrr@ » donor wg; 
Obory | acyrju wer deer, He was ' uſed 
often times after dinner to go abroad with» 
out his upper Garment and Shoes, which is 
as muchas to ſay, that he wegt Ns, 
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Boaz and Rath. 
he roſe. from Table or from Diner, 
where he fat according to the faſhion of 
thoſe times with his Coat off, as well as 
his Shoes, but there is a pa 
tial, L. 12, Epigr ſtill more remarkable 
to this pu , Where Cotta a fellow that 
was de Han about for a ſupper , 
wherever he could hear of any Belly-rim- 
twice: by pulling them off betore he fat 
m—_—__ cultom os EI 

riaciple of F ity, e might 
bo more, bs -y4 go thither bare-foor, 
as well as ſit down ſo at Table, excal- 
ceatus ire cepit ad cenam. Neither was it 
accounted abſurd at all, or unſcemly in 
thoſe times, to go bare-toot even rublick- 


ſage of Mar-: 


P edag. ti 
it 


ly and in the ſtreets themſelves. - For. Cle- ,*, 7. 


mens Alexandrinus lays it down as a rule 
to be obſerved at all times, «r4& XX Io was 
«ruler erumeduoie wiv u ws Sexqwoim , it its 
always fitteſt for a man to goe barefoot , 
wnleſs it be for Souldiers in their march or 
being engaged in military expeditions. And 


|  Suetonins obſerves of Nero, that in the pro- 


greſs which he made into Fs he never 
appeared in publick,but his feet were always 
bars, gens of that frugality and ſim- 
plicity of the firſt mortals which Nero as 
bad a man as he was did at that time in his 

N Garb 


Boaz and Ruth. 
Garb and Habit very much affe&, who 
were uſed ſo to do the ſame; the words 
of Suetonius are theſe, Circa cultum habi. 
tumque adeo pudendus, ut comam ſemper in 
gradus formatam , peregrinatione Achaicl 
etiam pone verticem ſummiſerit : ac plerumgz 
ſynthefinum indutus ligato circum collum 
ſudario prodierit in publicum, fine cintty, 
& diſealceatus, and the ſame may be ſeen 
inall the ſtatues of the Roman Emperors and 
others, when they are not repreſented in 
a military poſture, who, it my 

do not very much deceive me, in moſt, if 
not all the cuts that ever I have ſeen,are ever 
repreſented with their Leggs and Feet bare, 
but whatever they did without doors this 
is certain that when they came home or 
went any where elſe, to any Houſe or 
apartment of another, they were uſed to 
leave their Shoes or Sandals below 
ſtairs or without the Room into which 
they then entered, as the Turks and other 
Eaſtern Nations do at this day, ' which be- 
ing bound over their Feet by a thong of 
Leather, or other - band or ring, i Was 
the buſineſs of their attendants, wait- 
ed upon them whither they went, to un- 
tie them when they came in , which ex- 
plains that ſaying of: obn the Baptiſt, which 


1s not yet perhaps ſufficiently w—_—_ 
ar. 
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Boaz and; Ruth. 199 
Mark 1;7- there cometh one mightier than 
Iafter me ,. the latchet of whoſe, Shoes, 7 
am not worthy to ſtoop down and; unlooſe. 
Nou' Finders $1 Imdvader wi, ON -85.-it -is 
Matth. 3.1x. is, Tun iris m2. . Srofvgeges Ge 
a, obo Shoes 7 am not worthy to, bear , 
becauſe "when the. way: was clean ,and 

his 


ſafoth, ' the ſervant was uſed to 
Maſters | Shoes or behind ' hi 
From what hath been faid there; are leve- . 
ral things very fit to. be obſerved, and 
firlt I deſire that this-agreement_ betwixt 
the Fews and Romans, as to the-ceremony 
and formality of their Feaſts , and indeed 
of all their Meals, may, not be paſſed over 
without all | manner of regard, . becauſe in 
ſome ſhort notes, which I intend to add 
at the end::of this diſcourſe, I ſhall: give. 
ſome” other- inſtances of, a manifeſt agree- 
ment, and- ſuch as. cannot ſeem - to have 
come by:chance betwixt the two Nations, 
and - becauſe | in that other diſlertation 
which-Ihave promiſed concerning the Law- x 
fulneſs or rather Unlawfulne ſs ot the Mar- 
riage of | Coufin Germans, 1 ſhall give almoſt 
innumerable, inſtances 'of this agreement , 
ard the uſe intend to make of it 1s this: | 
If it» can be: proved that. the Ro- : 5s 
mans, both: by Language - and their | 
cuſtoms,are manifeſtly no other than a co/ony , 
| N 2 from = 
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Boaz and. Ruth. 
from rhe Eaſt , »if- their firſt: Lawgivers 
were-either Jews or: at leaſt Aſyriaxns, in 


that Latirude of 'the-word in which Fox 
Seldew takes it in the Prolcegomena to the 


beſt 'Bookthat ever he writ, ut their Priefle 


and their (Sacrifices both name and: 


_ "moſt of them, as-I ſhall provethey 
vor: | ye Htbrew"; if after thus. it can be 
_ 'that the matrimonial: probikitions 
mong the ancient Fews and Rawars ," in 
al other” inſtances were exaQtly the fame, 
and- if it” can likewiſe be proved, [as it 
ſhall beyond all I or; colour of 
contradiQtion , -that the Marriage .of Coufin 
Germans, Was abſolutely _ 
ancient' Laws and uſages of 
certainly'all this if it will Gs 
monſtrate, that the ſame prohibition. obs 
tained among the Fews, -yet it willaddan 
invincible ' foree and ſtrength to' all thoſe 
arguments, whioh-are a many, by 
which'the Unlawfulneſs of ſuch 
"a be pn Ins of the: Law . 
elf, or- out 'of ſuch ty, 
ſhall undeniably rnd logs r/o 
ſciibed from it, and then I hope it will be 
* granted that the -A# of Parliament it ſell; 


which does expresfly'i/proceed: 5 a the 


Levitical meaſures, and Fs as 


nounce all thoſe degrees roi be Val, 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
which are included within the Meſaica/ pro- 
hibitions; \does by-ſo doing condema the 


iage of Coufin Germans as inceſtuous 
and Undewfal, which beſides the Natural 
and formal Unlawfulneſs of ſuch Marriages 
in themſelves,, which ſhall be abundantly 
manifeſted and made out, is 911 the fatil 
faction as to this point, -which the Law» 
yers themſelves can defire. 

The Second thing to be obſerved, or 
rather again to be refleted upon and ap- 
oy to the matter in queſtion, from what 

been diſcourſed aboye, 'is that the 
ing off the Shoe or the ſtanding or 
ing barefoot in the Eaſtern Countries, 


was, as it is ſtill, a poſture of adoration - 


or 2 poſture uſed in divine Worſhip ; and 
[ appeal to any man,let bim be who he will 
that will but lay afide prejudice,and give an 
equal J t between Mr. Se/dex and 
me, whether this notion does not perfect- 
ly reconcile and explain the pretended dif 

betwixt the two writers of 
Deuteronomy and Ruth, and remove all 
further occaſion or pretence of ſcruple , 
whether the Marriage of Boaz to Ruth, 
were in conſequence and purſuance of that 


3 Law of Moſes by which the Brother was ob- 


liged to raiſe up Seed to the Brother. 
N 3 Thirdly 


18.1 


182 


Boaz and Ruth. 
Thirdly and Laſtly,it is again to be taken 
notice}, that neither of thoſe 'two' 
are a perfet and compleat account "of 
the - whole ceremony ' or formality of 
this matter, but that the defedts the 
one are to be ſupplyed out "of the 
other, and if it be true what the Writer of 
the Book of Rath does expresſly affirm, 
that this was the manner in former time in 
Iſrael, concerning redeeming and concerning 
changing, for to confirm all things, a nian 
plucked of his Shoe, and gave it to his neigh- 
bour, and this was a teſtimony in Iſrael; 
then if the Marriage of the Brother to the 
Brothers Wife , were for the redemption 
of the Inheritance, as it is certain it was, 
if this were as real a changing , that is, as 
real a bargain or contra&t-as any other ; if 
it were done as publickly and ſolemnly in 
the face of the whole Congregation , as 
in this contract betwixt Ruth and Boaz, 
which it is certain it was from Dewt. 25. 
. 8,9, then it is plain that it required ak 
fo the uſual way of confirmation, which 
this Author tells us to have been the 
Qice of former times for a teſtimony in Iſrael, 
which is an undeniable and” unanſwerable 
demonſtration of the agreement of this 
place of Rath , with that of Deuteronomy 
in the Law of Moſes. -I0::< 
., . ' RE Again 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
Again when the fame Writer tells us 
that this was the pradtice In former time in 
Ifracl, this is a plain intimation that at 
that time when this Book was written it 
was diſuſed, and that this Book was at leaſt 
written ſome time before the Captivity of 
Babylon, appears from the untainted Z7e- 
braiſm of uts ſtile, _ after that, be- 

ro rate into Chalday,asa b 
Ne Bookeof Danicf and Bfer whit wor 
writtenin that period,andalſofrom thoſe of 
Ezrah and Nehemiah immediately after it. 

It is certain that at this day the Jews do 
not put in practice that their ancient cu- 
ſtom of the Brothers raiſing up Seed to the 
deceaſed Brother, nay , they expreſly for- 
bid it under pain of Excommunication , 
as P, Fagius tells us upon Deut. 25. 9. 
Anathemate quoque hodie iforum Rabbini 
caverunt ne quis ducat .uxorem defuntt; 
fratris ſui, imo ipſa pecuniam dare cogitur 
fratri defuntti mariti ut eam liberam' dis 
mittat, and Mr. Selden tells us out of R. | 
Leo Mutinenfis. Judeis recentioribus mo « 14. De 
inolevit , ut , cim filiam quis ſpoſponderit/"* 
viro, cat plures fratres, of iphs cunttis ples Fin. cap. 
rumque exigatur obligatio, ſe juri huic, fi 
Jponſus, uxore ſuperſtite , obierit , ſolenni 
more renuntiaturos,” ( id quod ex lege ſacrd 
fas eſt) ne ſcilivet libera ſecunds nubendi 
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Boaz and” Ruth. 
facultas fratrie deefſet & interdum-maritus 
moribundus divortii libello Matrimonizm ſol: 
vit,ne frater inhians fratrig doti, ex hoc jure 
families damno fiet. And the fame Fagis 
us tells us in his Notes upon the 62h verſe 
of the ſame Chapter 'of Deuteronomy, thay 
this uſage hath ceaſed among the Jews 
ever ſince the Babyloniſh Captivity, Erant 
faith he, diſtine poſſeſiones ante Babylos 
nicam Captivitatem ; que fic diſcrete per 
hanc legem ſervabantur, poſt Babylonicam 
Captivitatem hac lex abolita fuit. Cauſa 
enim illius, nempe poſſeſhonum diſtinfttg, 
nou ſuperfuit. And I allow his reaſon to 
be excellently good, but yet by his favour 
and with the good leave of the Rabbing 
whom he follows, I affirm that this Law 
was antiquated and out of. date, long be- 
forerhis time. The general reaſon of my 
Judgment 1n this particular I have given 
already, becauſe that Book which appears 
to have been written before that Capti- 
vity, though we know not how long, 
ſpeaks of ſome part at leaſt of the Cere- 
mony belonging to this Law or cuſtom 
of the Fews, as already antiquated and 
out of uſe. 7his was the manner in former 
time, ſaith he, in» Iſrael ; which is as much 


as to fay, that then when this Book was 


Written that cuſtom had expired. ; 
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But if 'you will needs have a particular 
time .o- s when this praQtice. began 
to be diſuſed, tho F am not obliged to 
give any more than a _ proof that 
it was de fatto fo, that this uſage did real- 
ly expire ſome time before the Captivity, 

Te that 1 may not feem to balk any dif- 

ficulty, and I may the more 

ally demonſtrate the Ignorance of the 

_ and their ogy _ which it is 4 
n to expoſe, that no man may - 

Pine er with hard names and 

Hebrew Roots, and that no mans pride, 

or vanity, or laborious = may hereafter 

be miſc by the deſervedly venerable and 

»s © facred name of Learning,l will therefore in- 

ſtance in a particular time when I believe 

e- & this cuſtom to have ' ceaſed, and when I 

iy have given the reaſons of my- opinion, I 

en Þ vill then ſubmit it ro- the publick Judg- 

urs & ment whether the Rabbins or I be in the 

ti- I right. 

8.0 The time which I ſhall pitch upon , 

es rar be «that of the diviſion of —_ 

Jiu ah into two Kingdoms by t 

nd I and ſeditious oro of Mol ga 

er | which time it is expresſly ſaid that he ex- 

ch} pelled all the LZevites out of his domini- 

as {| ons, in which there being forty Lewviti- Num. ys. 

I ca/ Cizys, four-in each Tribe; rheſe' two * | 

ut | : ' things d 

« . 
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186 Boaz and Ruth. 
things do naturally and unavoidably 


follow. 

Firſt, That the Zevites being driven out 
of all their Cities, belonging to the Ten 
Tribes, over which Fereboam ruled , it 
was impoſlible that the Levitical Cities 
which remained in the other Tribes of 
Benjamin and Judah , together with the 
half Tribe of Manaſſeh, which is to be 
raken into this account, ſhould hold them 
all, together with their Wives, Children, 
Servants, Goods and Cattel , wherefore 
it was neceſſary they ſhould be allow'd to 
ſhift for themſelves, and to ſettle up and 
down in common with the other Jews, 
living by their Labour, and enjoying 
Land of Inheritance,” if by their induſtry 
they could get it, as-well as others. 

And as their flocking in ſuch numbers in- 
to the Territory of the King of Judah, muſt 
needs make the glteration I have mentioned 
in thoſe places whether they repaired, ſo if 
you conſider the Cities which they left, 
together with the Suburbs or Pomeria be- 
longing to them, theſe Cities being all of 
them filled _=_ the baniſhment of the old 
Proprietors, by new Inhabitants, this makes 
a new and a very great alteration in the 
old ition or diſtribution of Lands 
which was ſetled by Moſes and . Faſhus 

* at 
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' Boaz and Ruth. 
.- the firſt arrival of their Fathers out 


But you will ſay perhaps, that theſe Cities 
were beſtowed upon Jerddoaut s new Priefts, 
whom he ſet up 1n their ſtead,of the meane/f 
of the people ; towhich-it may be anſwered, 

rick, this beingonly ſaid not proved 


a bare denyal is a ſufficient anſwer to a bare 


©. Since Jorge eſtabliſhed nor only a 
xew Prieſi-hood but a new Worſhip too,cre&- 
ing his Golden Calves in Dan and Berhel, 
it 15 more likely that his ew Pri2fts and his 
xew Altars went together,and that Dax and 
Bethel were the only places, where this 
Prieſthood , and Mongrel Clergy reſided. 

. Thirdly, The reaſon why this new eſta- 
blihment was made being expreſly aſſign- 
ed, 1 Xihgs 12.27. If this people go up to do 
Sacrifice in the Houſe of the Lord at Jeru- 
ſalem, then ſhall the heart of this people 
turn again unto \ their Lord, even unto Re- 
hoboam Xing of Judah.' And then it fol- 
lows, v.28, 29. Whereapon the King took 
counſel and made two Calves of Gold, and 


ſaid unto them, it is too"much _ to go 
5, O 


up t : Behold-thy Gods, 
rael, which _— thee up out of the Land 
of jand he ſet. the one in Bethel 


C Now 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
Now the motive which induced hint to 


make this alteration, being ſo 
fet down viz. leſt:tbe heart of this ped 


turn again unto their Lord ; and it being 
certain, which woo ers —_ _ 
ime which Feroboam 

an __ the manners and cuſtoms of 
any nation with another , does: alſo pros 


'duce an union of heart and mind into the 


bargain; and it being _ certain by 
experience that 'this. 1s much more true 
in all kind of religious obſervances and 
rites, than in anyi/other , that an uni- 
formity in divine Worſhip, does naturally 
produce a ſtrange and admirable F'mpathy 
of will and aftetion. in men to one ano+ 


ther ; and the contrary tothis , a diver-, 


fity in the ourward modes and formali- 
ries = Divine vr TOPS — 
to and attetedly 'embra a ( 
by the ſeveral parties, produceth ww__ 
and unaccountable an enmity bertwixt 
them ; it was for the intereſt of Feroboam, 
whoſe deſign was to make the hatred of 
the two people of ſrae! and Fudah, as 
mortal and inveterate as he could ; it- was 
but a confequence of that fu 

reaſon upon which he proceeded, to alter 
the old: eſtabliſhment of the o& . or 


Levitical Kingdom, as I may fo call it, 


1  - es 
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ich it was 


3 Which was-the v 


ang all the 


that either wit or malice could 


, It would be much more for 


intereſt to pro- 


cps 


er, Hl pace 
CONtrIVAnces 


all the 


mote by 


» and againſt his 
common band of mutual 
intereſt among -! 


Encanies 


, by a 
nee 


[if 
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322 


Fi 


_ the hatred agd envy. of the 


King 


the 


them both, 
ether. 


pets 


ry agg 
new Pri 


tt 


and his 


Andas'it has-been-ithe practice of this 


that of. Jerg- 


the foundation: of civil ak 
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es, aswell as 0 


and other 


_ to 
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terations 
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er Va rw throw the Kin 
wo as a ſpoil ; in Char 

better to et A ſtand 
by their wy Madre; to which: no _ 
ciple of Duty could oblige them: 

But Fifthly , If he /'woukd nor! ſufler the 
people to ſcramble for- the ſpoil, . yeritill 
there was a better way than to giveit'to 
the Prieſts, and that wasto turn all theſe 
Levitical Cities , into ſo many Garriſon 
Towns, or Nurſeries' for Souldiers, and 
military men to keep his'Subjects' in awe 
and ſerve him in his forreign Wars,”and 
it is the more likely /that he took this'or 
ſome ſuch courſe; borniſd 06 Uſurpation 
can be Jong maintained without: a-ſtand« 
ing Army, whereas a 
is a thing to which all men have a re 
verence, becauſe it is a part of that regu- 
- ar and wholeſome juſtice by - which-eve- 
'ry man is cure in the enjoyment "an his 
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Or Sixthly, If he did not any of 
theſe courſes, yet he might have farmed 
pendancies at an rate, 

which he would have been ſure © ge 


on of and power to himſelf. They 
might have held their Lands by Knights 
Service, as hath been the praftice former- 
ly in Exgland, and as the Zimariots in 
Tarky do at this time. 

Seventhly , In the 2 Chron. 13. 9. 4- 
bijah the King of Judah, ſon to Rehoboam, 
in whoſe ound the —__ a mw 
Kingdoms happened, thus expoſt wit 
Jeroboam the King: of Iſrael, by whoſe 
faithleſs and rebelious praftices that di- 
viſion was occaſioned. Have: ye not caſt 
out the-Prieſts of the Lord the Sons of A- 
aron, aud the Levites, and have made you 
Priefts after the manner of the nations of 
other Lands > la which words it is plain 

not 
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a Prieſt 


pleaſure tobe a 


"wth pleaſed: himſelf 


may 
It 
mans 
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inveſt himſelf in a 
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ble to per” his living, when fuch- ;- 
ragements were propoſed to Idieneſs and 
Yloth > Or what maintenance indeed 


the Ecclefraſtical R 
had been converted by 


neceſlary, faid, 10g- 
Jom off Iſrael ſhould be governed by # 
— Army, this | 


when the ſev 
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2 drunken man with every new Wind of 
Ambition, Enthuſiaſm, or deſign, of private 
venge ef + amp diſcontent ; it they 
but' ſufler themſelves to diſcern , 
what is very clear from the nature of 
the- thing, which is the. meaſure upon 
which wiſe men proceed , and from the 
of former times, which the 
proverb tells us is the Miſtreſs of Foals, 
that ſuch an unbounded liberty, as a pub- 
lick toleration of all parties and opinions 
amounts to, cannot otherwiſe be hindred 
hooray al the ill eftets of a perpe» 
without z ſtanding torce, 
to curb the inſolence 1 the contending 
parties,and hinder them from 7 | 
- one. another ? It the m_ re If 
3 our 
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liberty and 
Sixty or an | $0 
Month for being ſlaves and'vaſſals to the 
meaneſt of the te, the very offscow- 
ring and'refufe of mankind. Certainly who 
ever will give himſelt the leiſure to com 
fider of theſe things, or will but have the 
ira to hear them, when they are 'wld 

im 'by' another , muſt unavoi - cOlÞ 
clude , that one of theſe” four _ are 
true ; either peace and happineſs, are thing 
perfeQly unlawful 'in elves \, © and 


mankind is under 2 perfect obligation" to 
be at perpetual ſtrife and variance with 
each other , which © is' not only ' a ver) 
ſtrange Dorine, bit T am confident in 
the midſt of all that infinite variety of 
ops 
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be Lawtul if ir were not- impoſed : 
And if xhe i ion makes it Unlawful, - 
it is oaly for this reaſon becauſe; peace and 
ines are fo too, for fo long a$1nen are 
as they are to fall. our, about 
matters; ſo long as [there are 


tender to a diſcaſe, and ſo many 


that have no fenceef tendernels or of con- 
_ at-all;/ ſo-long as it is natural for 


of #he- one to become the 
and grievances .of the other, which 
they 'always will, +wherever liberty and - 
toleration 3s permitted 5 it will be umpoſ- 
le to keep the world, in any condition* | 


' that hdth- the face of quictnes. or peace, 


O 4 with- 


:1-Relioi | Fo 
But this is only by theby, for I do not 
n in this toenter_the liſts with 


did, inthe ſraclitiſh Kingdom, in ſo ſhort 
a time,which was transferred ſo frequently 
from'one perſon and family to another, but 
by the means of a ſtanding Army, which 
though for the time it be the natural in» 
ſtrument of a great and uncontrouleable 
power, yet without a miracle ——_ 
in thole that are to govern, and ot ſubmiſfs 
ſion and good t in-thoſe that are 


ſafe 
It is true indeed- that God told 'Ferahd- 
amby the mouth of 4h4jab the Propher. 
| | I Kings 


ing Brethren, to whom 
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to , It cannot be .the expedient of a - 
wr. laſting-ſoveraignty over men. ' / 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
14 v. 7,8, I 11, — as much 
Tad oh fem 
and made thee P —_ niwing pop lex 
&d, And rent ' the Kingdom —_ 
Houſe of David, -and gave it 'thee, wow 
thes haſt not been as my ſervant David , 
who kept papa who followed 
me with alt his heart," to do that only which 
was right in mine eyes,” But baſt done evil 
above all that were __ thee, for thou 
haſt gone and made thee other Gods, and 
molten Images to provoke me to anger, and 
baſt caſt me behind thy back : Therefore. be- 
bold, :]-will bring evil upon the houſe of 
and will cut off from Jeroboam 


him that ifeth agdinſt the Wall, and him 


that is. left in iſrael, and will 
take | away —_ art a of the - — 


Jeroboara, as a man taketh away 


it be alt gone -; him that dyeth of J 


in the City ſhall the Dogs = and bim hes 
dyeth in the Field ſhall the Fowls of the 
dir eat; for' the Lord bath Jpaken it, 


From which place though 1 do not de- 
ny but it is very clear, that the deſtruQti- 
IAS and = houſe was = 

a natural udgment, yet 
ye yy pr follow, a 
de faflo that it was fo, but:t 
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Goa forced ini Langer the power 
and intereſt of 'Bauſba wn + 0 ans 
_— lay entrenched - befors the wal af 


Threm Ketohaien tharGelbiour iter 
this, was/in the rime of £10k, rhe imme» 
diate 'Son''and fucceſior of Baafhd', by 
the Treaſon of Zimri; = Kings v6.9, 

His won cnn _—_ Captais of! half his 


mg oy 4 againſt him, ache was tn 
Tirzsh, 


on wenn, war A Hexſe is Tirzab, 
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to receive the fatal 
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barous cruelties and abuſes that the moſt 
genious malice can invent. « - 8 
This was the courſe that Sampſon took; 
when he was ſent for by the Philiftines 
to make them ſport, and Sax/ and his Ar- 
mour bearer to- avoid the -inſolences « 
the ſame barbarous le, —__ he 
own Swords , and choſe to die of ' thems 
ſelves; and beſides, that this praQtice, of 
which there are ſo many inſtances up and 
down in the Scripture, is not mentioned 
any where with, any reprehenſion , ' it 
ſeems by the example of Brutzs to be not 
only natural , but unavoidable for gallant 
minds in this extremity to betake ther 
ſelves tothis courſe, for he, though he cen» 
ſured .Cato ſo ſeverely for it , 5 5x :boun 
 drfcjs Weyr Imager Th delpann, 4 il dog 
n ear, yet whenhe came intothe ſame 
circumſtance he followed Catos's example, 
and choſe rather to die by the. ſame 
hand that was yet recking inthe blood of 
Ceſ/ar,than ſubmit roall the affronts and in- 
dignities of. thoſe, who had vowed: to re» 
venge that ungrateful — him, 
4 p= 
of the : perpetual 
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Abab, 2. Kings I, x. 
that be ay evi 'in thei fight of | the 
Lord }*-bat \mot like his" Father,” Gthat (is, 
Abab ): and like his. Mother (thats, Jezes. 
bel) for be -pet- away the \ Imaerof Bail 
| that bis Father had _—_ that bo apain, 
Ahab: for ſoit isrfaid{of, Ahh y\n Hg s 
16; makes —_ ind ſercerd Bal and 
War thippetd>bimg 10:2. Je nt dreads wp 
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voy binde' x. i biw Fifty 'men'" 
Gilcadites, \avd he killed him and' 
in bis Room Room , "2 Kings 15\."2.5. "Add is 
Cn there \ wiris mor than p Pro 
among 
Iſrael", Tiglath 'Pileſer" King 'of #: ſyr 
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nature of Pricfiboodh 

is places what it could 

a thele\rwo were the 

where  Priefts refided: 
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wAn Mletamniviconfalerati by: aotiiate 

-diſtioQion: of \the Meſaic+Priefttibod 

that of Feroboam will appear, 'may: 

from - the different folemni- 

ty. of 'theit' reſpective” conſecration 2s the 

ly Office, as/ir is doſcribed Lxvir. 8; 

and zChrancivp.: in the words of *Abjjup 

ſooften to: p21 9fl1 
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Boaz and Rach 


Benjamin and yous 

Kings 1%. 3% Rs a jars 
Feaſt in the "Fighth args on the fifteenth 
day of the Month, like unto- the Feaſt that 
is in Judah ; it was like the Feaſt in Judah, 
but it was not in the ſame-Month, in which 
that Feaſt was kept, for-it follows, v.33 
ſo he offered upon the Altar which be- «bat 
wade in Bethel, the fifteenth day of 'rhe 
Eighth Month, even im the Month which 
he had deviſed of his own heart , and or» 
dained a Feaſt (which had not been ordains 
ed before at that time ) wnto the Childred 
f Iſrael, and he offered upon the Altar ay 


arnt incenſe. 


If you ame what Feaſt in Judah that 
was, which was reſembled by this, I Atv 
ſwer, it was the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and 
the mare oe ve of my opinion is-thisz 

Epiphanius 1n 
= Samaritans a Se called Zifud? 

#i, who had their name: fond. 
which ſignifies Sever, becauſe they 
cd the Paſſover in the Seventh Month, 4 
is, in 7iſri, whereas by the Law of 
it was to be obſerved in A4bi4: or Niſas, 
that is, in the firſt Month, and their name 
put into Greek is not i84uedſre, but 

or $7 puarazc, asI have elſewhere 


Hearefries mentions -— 
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- Bouz and Ruth. 
iſt Foſepb' Scaliger. Now Seven and 
br, in Tz Fa nw the ſame, as Grortiut 
th obſerved before me; ard therefore 7oſe- 
phus fairh of the Patlover, ſorntimes that it 
was a Feaſt of Seves,and fomerimes of Eight 
Days continuance; 'in the firlt account ex- 
cluding that day in which the Paſſover was 
killed, which did not belong to the Feaſt 
of the Paſſover properly fo called, and in 
the latter including it : And fo here, if you 
take in the 7erminus 4 guo which is the 
Month befote Niſarn, then 7iſri is the 
Eighth Month, but if you confider the 
Months only i»:ufrot, beginning ar N3/an 
or 438; theri it is the Seventh, which is 
1 plain way of” reconciling this ſeeming 
di betwixt Zpiphanius and the 
writer of the Book of Kings. And tothew 
ſtill more plaihly char borh writers are to 
be underſtood of the ſame Feafts, it is to 
be conſidered that the Samaritanes rectiv- 


edtheir Religion from the 7/-ae1iri/þ Prieſts, 


which. were ſent among them to inſtruct 
them, as appears by the Seventeenth Chap- 
ter of the Second Bopk of Kings, where 
the ſtory of Salmaueſers deportation is 
related ; and theſe Prieſts were ſubjets 
of that Kingdom and Prieſts of that Order 
and raſticution of which Feroboam was the 
Founder ; fo that I think there can be no 

Q-2 doubt; 
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Boaz and Ruth. | 

doubr , that the” ſame Feaſt is underſtagd 
by Epiphanius, with that which is menti- 
oned in the Book of X#ings, but Epiphaniu 
his Feaſt is expreſly ſaid to have the 
Paſſover, therefore it follows that -in the 
Book of Kings we are alſo to | 
interpret irof the ſame; and as phony 
explains the ſacred ſtory, ſo on t er 
band the iſpired Writer returns Epiphanigg 
his kindneſs back again,by giving authority, 
and credit to,his relation; And if we cops 
ſider that Epiphanius did-not. underſtand 
Hebrew, which it is eaſie to prove that 
he did not, ang I think I have done. it in 
ſome other papers, the name it ſelf does 
ſufficiently vouch, the credibility of the 
ftory, ſince its ſignification is fo well ar- 
commodated to the praQice-of the 1c it 
ſelf which he deſcribes. _ I do therefore 
difown and recant thoſe reaſons, whichT 
have given of the Samaritan practice, as 
to this particular, in the papers I haye 
rhentioned , which being already fn 
from the preſs , though nor yet publithe 
cannot be recalled ; ſince it appears ſo pl: 
ty that it is wholly owing to the per 
inſtitution of Jeroboam: which was deviſe 
by him on ſet purpoſe, to make the breach 


wider, and the camity more irreconcileable 


Letwixt the two Kingdoms of 1/rael "and. 
Fudab 
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Boaz and - Rath. 
Tudah. And it'is further to be noted that he 
did not only inſtitute a new Feait,or which 


is the ſamething , an old-Feaſt at a new. 


time, but alſo that he did ſacrifice in his own 
, by that means invading the Prieſt- 
Office, a fin ſo grievous 1n the ſight 
of God, that for this very thing, for offer- 
ing ſacrifice of himſelf, before Samuel came 
into the camp, the Kingdom was rent from 
Saul and his poſterity , and Azariah or 
Vztiah only for burning Iicenſe upon the 
Altar of wner/ebpans. in all other re- 
if a V ,and a very pious Kin 
or Sd with the Leprofie all his life 
time after. | 
But in the thirteenth and laſt place, it 
appears beyond all poſſibility, all colour of 
contradiction, that the Prieſts of Jeroboam 
were not diſperſed in the Levitical Cities, 
all over the Land of 1ſrael/ as the Levites 
themſelves were , but only in Dax and 
Bethel, from the expreſs words of the texr 
it ſelf, x Fings 12. 32. And he placed in 
Bethel the Prieſts of the high places which 
be had made ; and there being the ſame 
ſacredneſs of Dan as of Bethel, the ſame 
kind of Prieſts belonging to them both,and 
the ſame ſacrifices and ceremonies to be 
performed at both places, there is n» 
queſtion but it is to be underſtood 43 K7 
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Boaz, and Ruth: 
of them: both, that Dau 85 well as Ber 
was to be the reſidence and habitation of 
Teroboams Prieſts. Quod erat oſtendendum, 


And though theſe reaſogs are ſufficiens 
to prevail with me to retra& that opinion 
which I have elſewhere favoured, | 
I could not poſitively affirm it, that 
Levitical Revenues and Demeſnes were ſet- 
led and conferred by Jeroboam upon his 
new Prieſts ; yet as to the matter in que 
ſtion, concerning the time when the Ms. 
ſaical partition ceaſed, and the ancient 
boundaries of Inheritances were confuſed, 
it is all one to me whether it betrue or na, 
becauſe it is certain upon the baniſhment 
of the Levites, that theſe Cities were filled 
again by new Inhabitants of one ſort ar 


other, which is ſufficient of it ſelf to de- 


ſtroy the old partition ofthe Tribes, when 
it appears Hy that one Tribe was to- 
tally expelled from their ancient ſeats, and 
that into the places, which were by their 
departure left empty,there were otherTribe 
and Families, that had formerly no claim 
or pretence to Inhabit there, admitted. But 
this is not all neither, there is another con- 
ſideration yet behind, which will of it ſelf 
demonſtrate all that I deſign to prove, and 
that is; that the Moſaical. partition ceaſed, 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
at the time of the diviſion of the two King- 
ET 
is thoſe words 
of Chee. I1, 17, 16, 17. And the Prieſts 
and the Levites that were in all Iſrael re- 
forted to him out of all their coaſts — And 
i them out of all the Tribes of Irael 
uch as ſet their hearts to ſeek the LordG od 
of Iſrael, came to Jeruſalem ts ſacrifice un- 
to the Lord God 'of their Fathers, fo they 
ferengthened the Kingdom of Judah and made 
Rehoboam the Son of Solomon ffroug. So 
that here being, beſides the Levites, being 
one whole Tribe, ſo great a flocking 
to Jeruſalem out of all the of the 
Tribes, as to be ſo great an acceſſion of 
ſtrength and power to Rehoboam, theſe 
following things muſt unavoidably come 
to paſs : Firſt that ſo many new Families 
| being crouded in fo ſmall a compaſs, that 
the natural growth and produtt of the 
ſeems to have been very far from 
being of it ſelf ſufficient to maintain them, 
they tound themſelves obliged” to enter in- 
to commerce and traffick with their neigh- 
ter yrs. and to wu rhph their me 
; and it being utterly impoſſible that 
trade of » ws ſhould be managed 


without taki up at intereſt, un- 
i rol would 6 got manu x 
4 e 
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Boaz, and Ruth, 
lend m for _— {rom ens ” be.exe 
Red : And again, it being equally. 1 
ſible, that Uſury-ſhould be id with 
out the deſtruction of that: Meſarcal Partis 
tion of Inheritances, for the preſervation 
of which the Prohibition of Ulury .was-paſe 
ſed intoa Law, asI have ſhown more 
ly in my Diſcourſe concerning.the Marriage 
of Coufrn Germans, it 1S.4 plain caſe, that 
the old Diſtribution of Inhentances, which 
was eſtabliſhed by Moſes, and by Feſbaa, 
muſt at this tune begin -to be.confounded ; 
and the ſame Cauſes that firſt made the. 
breach upon the Moſaical Platform, would 
ſoon reduce it into ſuch abſolute Confuſion, 
that the old Partition of the Tribes'and Fa- 
milies, as to the Landsor Meſſuages belong- 
ing to them, would be perte&ly deſtroyed. 


ty = 3 2 


And this Argument would be yet more. 
firong, if it were true what is ſaid, 1 Xangs 
12.20. That there were none that followed 
the houſe of Dayid, but the tribe of Judah 
only ; which ſeems to have been done in 
conſequence of what God himſelf had ſaid 
to Solomon , C, 11.13. Howbeit, 1 will not 
rend away all the Kingdom : but will give. one 
Tribe to thy Son, for David my Servant ſake, 
and for Jeruſalems ſake, which 7 have cho- 
Jen. ) | N | 
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Boaz. and. Ruth, 23E 
But theſe things are not b means tb 
WEIR in the umoſt Sent and 
Propriety of Acceptation; for-it is indi 
tably certain, Thar that one Tribe was to 
and a half: and ſo. v.30: of this:Eleventh 
—_— Abhijah the Prophet catches hold 
on the-new Garmeat that was on Feroboam, 
and rends it into twelve pieces, which twelve 
pieces were intended Symbollically to de- 
note the Twelve Tribes of 7ſrae/ : and v.z 1. 
He ſaid to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces : 
for thus ſaith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, 
Behold, I will rend the Kingdom out of the 
Hand of Solomon, and will give Tex Tribes 
to thee. From whence it tollows plainly, 
that there muſt. be two remaining to t 
Houſe of David; and yet it follows, v. 32. 
But be ſhall have one Tribe for my ſervant 
Davids ſake, and for Jeruſalems ſake, the Ci- 
__ T have choſen out of all the Tribes of 
. And again,. v. 36. And unto bis 
Sou will I give one Tribe; but it is clear , 
— Tribe was _ for wes. 
, 1 King. 12. 21. that when Reho- 
boam was ©-Whg to Jeruſalem, he aſſembled 
all the Houſe of Judah, with the Tribe of 
Benjamin, an hundred and fourſcere thouſand 
choſen men, which were Warriours, to fight 
quinſ the Houſe of Iſrael, to bring. the King- 
om again to Rehoboam the Son of _—_ 
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Body and Ruth, 
And v. 22, 23- the half Tribe of 2 
is likewiſe into the Account. 7he 

God came unto Shemajah tbe man of Gal, 

ing, Speak unto Rehoboam the Son of $ 
lomon Xing of Judah, and unto all the # 
of Judah aud Benjamin, and to the Remnant 

the people, ſaying, &c. Where it is manj 
fn, that by the Remwant of the people,which 
is here plainly diſtinguiſhed from Tw 
Tribes ' of Benjamin and Judah , nothing 
elſe but the half Tribe of Manaſſeb canbeus- 
derſtood. And the true reaſon why Benje 
min ſided with Jadab in this Conjunture, YN N 
bating the Buſineſs of Religion, - which 7; 
might be a Motive to them, as well as it} C, 
was to ſeveral of ' the other Tribes to come 74 
and aſſociate themſelves with them, ſeem 
to have been this ; That Benjamin it ſelf wy 
a Pretender to a Soveraignty over the ref 
of the Tribes, in right of Sax/ the Son of 
Kifb, who was the firſt King both of /{ral 
and Judab together, which was the reaſor 
of Shimer's _— David, and of Shelu 
the Son of Bichr?s Rebellion againſt him, 
both of them being Benjamites, and one's 
the Family of the Houſe of Saul, and there 
fore Enemies to the Family of David,andthe 
Royal Houſe of Judah; but when Feroboaw 
an Epbrathite, ſet.up for himſelf, they got 
being ſtrong cnough to make a gx 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
Kingdom by t choſe rather to con- 
federate with the Houſe of David, who had 
been choſen King, by God himſelf, and who 
was ally'd by Marriage to the Houſe of Saud, 
than to fayour the Pretences of an Upſtart 
of the Houſe of Ephraim, which bad never 
any juſt pretence or title to the Crown. 


Another Reaſon which may be aſſigned 
of theſe Two Tribes and an half contede- 
rating together, is the convenience of their 
ſituation, being all of them the very next 

rs to each other; for it is ſaid, 
Joſs. 10. 1 1. That the lot of the Tribe of the 
Children of Benjamin came up according to 
their Families, and the coaſt of their Lot 
came Sores between the Children of Judah, 
and the Children of Joleph. From whence 
it is manifeſt, that the Iaheritances of Ju- 
dah, Benjamin and Joſeph, did border and 
abutt upon each other ; and the Children 
of Foſeph being divided into the Two Tribes 
of Epbraim and Manaſſeh, by the Chil- 
dren of Foſepb in this place, we are.not to 
underſtand the Tribe of Ephraim, of which 
Tribe Ferohboam himſelf was, and therefore 
that whole Tribe ſided with him, but of 
Maneſſeb, which was divided into Twoz 
the one half oa the one fide of the River 
Jorday, being a part of the Landiel Coram 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
and ro the Kingdom of Judah, as 
well for the conveniance of its Fees 
as any other Account ; and the other 
half was on the other fide 'of the River, tos 
gether with the Sons of Gad and Reubey, 
and belonged tothe Kingdom of ſrael. ® 


Laſtly, a third Reaſon which may be af 
ſigned, why theſe Two Tribes and an half 
aſſociated themſelves together, or rather, 
kept ſtedfaſt in their Allegiance ro their law 
ful Prince, befides the Duty, and the com- 
fort of Loyalty and Integrity conſidered iq 
themſelves, may be fetched farther off from 
the Kindneſs and good Will of the Progent- 
tors or Patriarchs oftheſe Tribes ro one ano- 
ther; for Judah ſaved Foſeph from being 
flain by his Brethren, and by conſequence 
was a kind of Father to the Two Tribes of 
Ephraim and Manaſſeb, who, without this, 
had periſhed before they were born ; and it 
is well known what Kindneſs there was bes 
twixt Benjamin and Joſeph, both of 
the Sons of Rachel, the beloved Wife 
Facob, and one of them the Fruit of his Fa- 
thers old Age, the Stay and Support of- his 
declining years, after the loſs of Foſeph, 
whom he gaye over for dead, and the unex- 
_ Progenitor of ſo numerous a Tribe. 

t whether the King of Judah "IE 
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poſſeſſed of that one Tribe, which gave de- 
pamioegien 10 tans Kingdom /; or. whether 
he were alſo, asI have proved he was, King 
over: Benjamin , and the Remnant of Ma- 
naſſeb likewiſe ; yet it "is certain, when we 
have taken. things in the utmolt Latitude 
that the Truth will bear, that after all, by 
theſe ing of pe of. Loni iN» 
to the Territory 0 ah, and by the con- 

the Tri im xceſlity come to 

paſs, That the old Partition of Jnheritances 

muſt be geftrayes, and that the Land being 

too” little ro afford them all a ſedentary 
Subſiſtence at home, they muſt be forced 
, to take up Money at uſe, to be employed in 

a foreign Trade, which was forbidden only 
to preſerve the Moſaical Diſtribution, and 
which being once allowed, I have demon- ,,.. 
ſtrated elſewhere, would as. effecually der of mwrri- + 
ſtroy it, as if it had never been, \ weof Of 


And to confirm this; it is-obſervable, 
That inall thoſe Countries where this equa- 
lity of Inheritances was obſerved, there for 
the better Preſervation of it, rhe Exerciſe of 
Uſury was forbiddeti; as So/on, of whom 
Seneca obſerves, as I have raken notice in 
that other Diſſertation which is to follow 
this, That he made all things in the _ 

0 
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of Athens to be- after « fort''6f 
Gavek-Kint, did ſe forbid Uſury by 4 
Law which he'called Zuwdz$#, Laertius is 
Solone : cj i F Z{cy fait oryhown Adlwaiic. 
Ti LJ xiTpwrr owpd/Tur Ty, x; xTHH Ov, g Bk 
penves bernla0h, et if ineles ii]dor ae; RN 

x} 83} Aorre's 76 Torr apifela Shia, She Tre 
izaidr Zerod ters. that is, Solon firft of all in- 
troduced that Law among the Ath , 
which was' called Sifach that is t6 
A releafing of the Bodits and Poſſeſſons 
thoſe that were in Priſon or Bok 

had Morgaged their Eſtates to ſatisfie the 
Creditors, the Uſurers of thoſe times; for men 
pay d Uſe with their Bodies, when they co 

wot do it with their Eſtates; and many were 
brought into Jlapery up ut A account : $0- 
lon /ed thtw himſelf rgiving Seven 
Talents which were bg im, _ parcel 


of bis yo Eftate, and exhorted others | 


to follow his Example; and this Law was' 


called Encdxtun, Heſyebius, Eoe9 x feet, Ebday, 


yee6r Imxowlu} Jnuggiey » ion xav irowdinew , 
Limp Sorrdy heir ingae0n, hg m3 Imre ous, el Py 
3! 4-4wr, And that this was no other than 
an Eaſtern Law, brought by him into the 
Prattice of the" Athenian 


» ap- 
pears by an Obſervation of (a) Mena gius, 
#7 .; Who tells us out of (þ) Diodorus Sica, 


woe SB Oo Dn = Ww2QT 6 mt ©Te ww ww 


Op EU COTE TWILL OI CR SPRIRe ko TT Show bo UW. on "vj 


| anothes- Conſtitution ' among them/j 
that Solow received his from thenoe, or 


wa 475 Laws which are 
and down in the Code of 
na 16h were thin for bot before and . 
namong all, or 
noſeof tho Eufore Conmrine as well as 
among themſelves; neither is it any won- 
der to. find this Hebrew, or Law 
of Solon, when it was into 
Greece , to be hkewiſe called- by a my 
Name, as the Caxary Vine 
the Germas Soil partakes of thy Naruro 6f of * 
the Climate where'it grows; for ſo Bu | 
chartms tells us out of Plaro, Ne On: 
_—_ cam Egyptia nOWing mou Grey. Saer: 
minibus ſus inſerere, bis aliaGrecg "1". 
frenificationts, 619pe0r 


" And hers- if-it-be true, that by the 
Adgyptians me 1 er of <pwaats Ny 
ae to. underſtand 
called, as they are ry ws 
Jews, "we have. very fair indas/ es: take 
notice, of the great unskiltulneſs, or rather 
impu- 


__ 
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tMwrch impudence of  Maiwonides,, and Moſes thi 

Nevech. Son of Nachman and other of the-Fewif 

22. 23 Rabbins, who pretend:to givean account 

of ſeveral: of the Laws that. are-to | be:mer 

with in the Books of Moſes, only from this, 

that they were deſigned to thwart and ops 

poſe the cuſtoms of the: Zahii by whom 

hoof They meany the/ancient Chaldgars. * Mub 

the Sacra- tarum legum 7 Naich the Egyptian Moſes; 

ment, P- rationes & canſt mibi imnnotuerunt ex. | 

gt - nitione dei, rituum & culths Zabiorum, but |} 

fom whence have theſe: Zabii this name I | 

of theirs. which is unknown to any" other i 

,butto the Rabhins themſelves) 

Eh known, are I worlt 

V. qe. 6 Hiſtorians in the world, 
= eracds ſhameleſs 
—— G9 deraver of Geography «nd H 

&- »er. i» and of all good rs. they confound 

= 'the namics of places atid: perſons and- the 

- lucceſſion of 'times, and they are uſed+e- 

158: ther wholly tq paſs by the-truth -and to i} 

give us nothing but monſters and -incredbs 

'T ref. Fe le prodigies in its ſtead, or elſe ſoro blind F 

70.197: and corrupt it by. figments of their own, 

that ,it.is-utterly - impoſſible by: a \Rabbinth. 

cal light to diſcern truth and from 


£. 62. 44 ONE another. 
Iſaac. Foſeph _ tells us they were called 
Coſoabeit. fo trom-an-Arabick word fignitying —_ 


th. ibid. 


ven ſo many. 4r of a 
queſtionable and undenyable 
tween them; Who then are Zabii? 
what particular | are.they 2 Where» 


abouts ſhall we find. them, if they are not 
all_the. Eaſtern, Nations? Why, in good 
truth, if we may be allowed ro ſpeak out 
with che -good' leave' of 'the Rabbanim 
the Paglmmuards, a fort of Gentlemen much 
the leſs excuſable af the two, tor ſuffering 
themſelves ;to be. ſo miſerably deluded by 
errant Fools and down-right Knaves, and 
yet pretending all the whule to be the Ma- 
pierial Oracles and Diftatours of a 

I ſay, with the good leave of 
theſe two forts of A4fratick Monſters, more 
ugly and deformed than any of thoſe that 
4frica produceth, the Z4bii are certainly ». Beckers, 
neither morenor leſs than only thoſe, whom ?4-44-£ 
the Greek Gea are uſed to call aide $5,017 
and Zefeiv andthe Latines Sabei, a People {ex Gro- 
bordering . upon the 'Red Sea. of whom £77 i= 
ze. ancient Geographer whether | Greek 
or Rowas, tells. any Ren, which 

the 
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v.Bechart, 
ub? ſupra. 


wv. Bechart. 
ubs ſupra, 


cher be fach's BAY j' Four 
that are of har name, us Sheba or Thy 
in the facrod tory, from whom theſe 2 
or Sabei may very archery 
deſcended ; yer there beivg' | 
as the Zabii mentioned 'any where" 4h 
Scripture, I make no queſtion but the Rak 
bins borrowed their name/ of 'Z abi froth 
the Greek Zebelu or the” Latina Saber, bit 
from whence they had their pretty Romans 
"a concertling they know beſt them 
ES. w/ 4 is 
aſs, or whonhey phaſe cherntire, 
leaſe, or who | kt 
Z1l-che Eaſtern Nations be-eomprehended 
under the term of Zabii, as it werefrom 
Shoxb or Shab which Ggnifics to retiirn; 
becauſe the Sun fets in 'the Weſt, and 74 
turns again , or ' riſes in 'the 'Eaſt, or- let 
them be only thoſe whom the Greeks and 
Latins call Sabei : Or laſtly ſince there are/ 
four perſons in Scripture who are- calle 
by thename of Sheba or Shaba, let each df 
them be ſuppoſed to have' been! the Fathef 
of a Nation, and let us place theſe four Nas 
tions at the four Cardinal Points, if that 
may not be too much IG a 
inan Agethat is in it ſelf ſo Popith 
Þ Popithh® affected, ' with6ur" landi 
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ral of tho Htern World. 
they are w ſome 
where, or arly Where, or every where, or 
60'where, yer how came _ ews, thoſe 
to be ſo well = ell limes ith ch pr 
0 with' the caſtoms 
of other nations, who' are '{o ignorant of 
their ary many as I have proved already in 
—_— Hit is the cha- 
Foſeph ; hk oper gives of rhe 
nſe, wh much to the credit of the ,, th 
jews, Gens eft ſupra Fadiacam, totius reny.L 7. 
vetaſtatis, hr ny: pe ipfos pertinet, ig- ** ne. ad 
veriſima. Bur T dare'not Engliſh it, leſt -— has o 
the Rabbius ſhould be" ob 41 _— 4 
a forr of men fn {o ſullen 
ok pleaſure 


"Bur not y too lohg upon. the $kirts 
of the and to i upon ge- 
_— as'if we were afraid of being more 
, Which is the Phinatict way of 

ion ard 'difpire, when the point 
s av tender ts the conſcience-of a non-con- 

R 2 _y 


p. 35. ubi 
ſuprs. 


a marvellous light from the cuſtoms of the 
Zabii compared with thoſe of the Jews. 


The Firſt of. which concerns the Meſa 
ical Prohibition of feeding, upon Blood, 


them as, briefly. 


and. as clearly asI can. 


yn 


uſe of it then in Moſes's time among the. Zh 
bii ; according to his principles, who thought 
the reaſon of, all the Ceremonial Precepts 
was to be fetched from ſuch accidental 
rounds, becauſe thoſe Laws were not pri 

er pang 

um rationes aith he, myhi 1nno- 
tuerunt ex cognitione fidet , [rituum 6 cultis 
Zabiorum, 
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to hear this'2xcetlent Nory,' 
enter: Aben: Tibbou - man”"in chief 
tothe: great! Ru'Moſes Bex' Maimon ; and 
what ſayes het whey, he cells os; {as he had 
«from: Maimonides his own mouth, upori 
the-faith of 'a '\Rabbis, and) by all char is 


_ in that\\Whister of a Book the 7al- 


Qudd licet ſangais impurus & immun- 
dus | admodum” fuerit in ' ocals Zabiorum ; 
tamews ab illis-comeſtas fucrit, ed quod ex- 
ifomarunt etbuw' bunc efſe Demonum ,' & 
quod is qui eam comedit, bac ratione com- 
manicationem aliquam cum Demonibus ha- 
beat, ita at famitiariter cam i4o ronverſentur, 


@ "64 aperiant. 'An excellent it 
hed! and abby whit as good ſewſe is 
the plaftick nature ; and other pretty !ran- 


in the ſuredeftual fyſteme ; bur if no 


be a Biſbop till this :exceBent ſtory 
be-true, the Apoſtolicalſucceſſion trom this 
time forward will fail. 


12 But/fay youſo: Maſter 36ben 2 and are 


fure you had-chis from Maiminides 

umſelf > Dah chi nhadam hoy Tame mod, 
&c.::Xnow +that" the Blood was * accounted 
very impure inthe Eyes! of :the' Zabians, 
and yet: they were "ſex. to eat it,” &c. This' 
may be exceleartor ought any bodly-knows, 
becauſe it isovery: ſt 


range and: this. is the- 
R 3 common 
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ny thing in queſtion; | 

ther to be true! orfalſe,. fds\Rebbinich; mpaoh 
theskill or honeſty of a Jew/fo-Doftorg tai 
might argue thus: A nn ou” an 
- All thugs that. were ancixntly looked up 
on as impure, were fo upen one or both«of 
thefe accounts; either .they\. were 4 
in Sacrifice or Food, or both g or by im 
was meant, . Thas it was not lawful to tonehy 
or have any thing to do with them.; aowif 
the Blood were impure, thatas, unlawful t6 


be caten ;.and it the Zabians thought ſoy 
why. did they eat it in Contredidiion 66 
+ rs ane" ar anr-phewgparke 
ciences and U gs? ain 
though they had an Opinion that it was ims 
pure, yet they offered it up-artSacrifice't 
their Idols, that'is, they uſed-it by wayi of 
Expiation, as the words of 736bon thems 
ſelves do very.plainly aknowledg. And'this 
indeed, was no wonder, for. by Expiating 
and Atoning for the Souls of men, it\ came 
to be impure, as being polluted with the fins 
of thoſe, invhobulicmerthed; which 
by the way: ſufficiently Yiſcovers the Pw 
a2 . 


Xx —— Tp ee gw =mn =. @@rrU ==» 


Oh S_LTPAPHEETUTRdSC ZZ#0AQ2 GG ce 


ITE TIT TTTTIT ITT 


OI an. 


Boag\ and. Ruth. 
and- Unskilfalnefgof the: Papifts, who 

enino drinkchovaty Blootlof Corif inthe 

Sacrament, - which, as being the Blood of 
is for that reaſon 


ul- 
to be-driitle or caten 3-and it wks for 


Ee png the: gm of rag 
gif he was offered /s + | 
Bur then if yow/confider what hath been 
proved; That every CO RSEIY 

the Ancients, as well Fews as:Fcathens, 
the navure of a Sacrifice; it followsplainly,. 
thar che Blood of alb Animals-was account- 
<d unclean, as being n—_—_—_ 
Nature. And theretore if the'Z ab/ars dran 
the Blood of any' Sacrifice, rhey might as 
well drink itat all their Meals; and to fay, 
did ar fometimes, bur nor at others, is 
7 1 xo that fometimes, and 


a Religious Account 
ln oY which they 


knew was always unlaws- 
fl cobe-done, and whicty i was the 
kigheſt Profanurion'of that /ittimary Ser- 
viee, in whietall the Rekigion of rhe An- 
cient World conſiſted. 
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of Truth,or the Incon of the fortner 
Tale co.it felf; ortoſpin, our'his time! ins 
multitude of words, or for what:other:rew« 
ſon, I know not;«but he tells as 
That there wasaFation among the:Z abiu 
wenn wn Mrarde of its Tag of 
| A Eating! 
Blood, and performed their Ser. 
_ hs in a little defferent eghgoty which:.is 
Lords deſcribed, | cating 
per, hid as the Jews were wont to,do'in'their Peaces 
offerings, and inall their Meals, which wete, 
though not fo ſolemn, ofi the ſame Narurey 
1S, pouring 1tour u tar Dy way 
Expiation , as the” Jens themſelves were! 
wont to doby the expreſs Command of Got 
himſelf, diflering only from the Zabians of 
Maimonides, whom he endeavours to/'exs: 
poſe, and whom he would make in &vt 
thing ſo oppoſite tothe Fews, as te the G5 
je of - this Miniſtration. ++ +144 4 
*And indeed, the at which is there/ 
brought as the roſes vp cms other: 
| u i 
ER Eg SDS 
WAROIE : - cn4jou ana 
hajah kaſhab beheneihem achilath hadam, cb | ©] 
hou dabar ſhejimaſbou tebah baadam, * There | *; 


twere | - 
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"val and —_ 
*were- ſorne" among; them, -wo-Whom the 
*eating' of Blovd ſeemed hard in their-Eyes, 
SID or nat Pr yr 


—— 
ry 19 Sr Nature: 'ofa 


&crifice, as hath been already frequently 
declared; cu”, 71 1140 (biro of 
/Burhe eamed Dodhor goecon ad. 
Ef i al ies 


hb i# the 
les 


" 
- 
2 
&< 
a) 
[2] 
i 
of 
w 
Ss; 
os 
by 
'G 
at' 
of 
Te! 
o& 
of 
X] 


Natare !of 
pl, he 5 "in. this's alſe 
| "rhe 5 ore ad the 
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- performed this: ſuperſtitious: Morſhi 
of- Blood: in this manner ; p OY 


fn ro emp Armor 


—_ came themſelves, 
cat of that with them, as be« 
*ing 


S-- - _ _— 


©ble to Prophecy 
- Asto the = 'the: 
telling/ things $0come,, 
from denying ,: that 
that there 1s a thi 
the World, or ſuch peop nd 
Witches, whom the L4w-rob- Moſes: calk 
Chartoumim and. Mec ETRNES \ 
Enchanters x yet. as \particular. 
ſtance, all & have to ſay, .js; fit (des pres 
Auftorem, and credat Jurleus in Te 3 forl 
beheve nothing barely 
of a Rabbiny: a wg. way roar 
ns I: 
that is not int love u 
of that.underſtands but half ſo-well Gs your 
tend todo; 'the extream folly and + 
dence of thoſe fellows. -: 1: 
But whe the Learned Doftor' is 3 
totell us rhat there was a great cont 
between the 2:wo Rabbis, as. little as t 
differ in name from one 'anorher, fave 
bn the prove i Teborh, | 
to the Rabbrinical e I 
"5 that this con of ſl in this [BJ 
that Nachmanides would have the Blood int JSo 
| Sacri- | © 
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 queſtion'the truth of that; which is 
words by God himſelf? 
which withour « . 
Moſes . Matmox. 

2 


kh af: the Houſe of Vitae >f obs 


4 
i 


LESSI TIT TTTISN ITY 
S2 
lar 
: 


le £ that Sajourn amany; you ; thaticateth any mans. 
ol Yner:of Bloody ib with even fearmy fare againft. 
Y Lad ning 


res rs ne - ms wes 
20 Yb: aff LUOAnp; : 3 Fark ' 
oj re I Bleed and: havt given: ot te you. 
; the | Altar, 't0 wake ay. atonement for 
Seuls 3" far atv the Blood that maketh 

fav atonement: for the Soul. SO that we ſee 

x here that the reaſon why Blood wes prohi- 
rd-Jbited-to be eaten or drunk by the Fews, 
tb, ro to! be this, becauſe it is the 
his ' that maketh an atonement for the 
ar JSuad,: and becauſe God had gives it uy 
Ti- | | Altar 


*- Altar td mie erections for the-'Soal; 
we ry ones mes 
w go orto lay a 

that unbounded _ called liberty of 
conſcience \ ered fin of fo plain a'rexx 
he will needs humbly conceive , w_—_ 
without ſubmiſſion to better -Juc 

that God himſelf is miſtaken, whoa 
it ? Maimonides is a Rabbiw\, and 
Rabbins and great Ti gener ag any fay wh he 


=_ pleaſe. 


_——— 


'Bue chouph Maimenider be miſtaken, 
the cotnfoft' is "that Moſes Bar \Nat, 
who hath! his name from comfort, isin'tt 
right, 'as how ſhould ir be otherwiſe "1 


contraditory Propoſitions, but one nuſt 
needs be falle, the other true; but yer 
Maimonides upon ' examination does ns 

to be full out ſo wiſe as God | 


as to reſtrain and govern the wills"of 
good men, and to lead them into all truth, 


eFeiaatiighiaobatia iifietzs 


Fo they were. uſed to car of the Blood, but 
alſo that gathering the Blood of ſeveral ſa- 
endo pn opaked war aſi; vs 


Sat oaths Block 
W B 

of Teri, other among Jews 

enerally caten,' for as for 


wry pos or Beaſts of prey, noteven the 
G Wolves 


n54 


Bodk, and Rath. 
Wolves got the Valturs thethſelves dreever 


guilty of it. YOURE, 003T th 1ating 
Neither is this all, for it is ſtill more 
pleafaric what the DoGor tells us., | that 


| 

: 
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The monſtrous , abſurd” and ridiculous 
Winter tales which the Rabbrvs tell us are 
enough to blaſt the credit of their tradirh 
ons, and if you confider how it was 
before either of the Jaimuds were comp 
led, the one. not till Two, ' and the orhet” 
not till Five huadred- Years after C | 
and theſe were the Firſt traditions rhat 
appear to have been mera it's 


morally impoſlible, nally among 

{o Fo, ome C—— dr 
lieving on theother, asthe Jews,' that any 
certain tradition thould continue fo long}, 
as from-the- time of Moſes till — 


Moſes, but what is written in the Law” 
ſel. 
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of the Samaritans, which Ti —_ 


SES 
it hesnow, ir þ with 


> eonchde this firſt point,it is ſtill more 


pleaſant r6 conſider, 'thar this reaſon which 
s Lm__ by Mgimenides of the prohibi- 
tion Blood; was not a fingle reaſon by 
it ſelf, but was in nence of <a 
which he prerended to explain ſe- 
arc hs things - Multarum Legam faith 
he, rationes & canſe mihi innotuernnt, ex 
xr mend in Arlene Hr | 
ran. or 'acquaines as 
_himſcif, that it. Door ding 


the 
| ht the tea 
DS EDESE, 


rounds. But if 
they di in his in 
m to con- 


Gao the Alert of a man,- hg 


of Moſes from 
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| that ns 0 

Mfr 
ry rs 
were for the moſt part of a Symbolical, Ne 
ture, hp: ory my yt key ning, in 


ay to let us into parts, 
that even this 


of which another I been 


ive pro 
forts of cruel and ſanguaary op 3 
appears not only from the general conſli- 
- 'tution of the Law of Noſe, 
like rhe i eh of all the 
of an Hier ym. 
but alſo 


is the life of #9 ſb; t x {7 Cove 
the life thereof : To. intimate to. Ws 
this abſtinence from Blood was intendec 
Qabolicel to denote & caution that wedo 
y. or unjuitly take away. he L 


i 
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« another -, and: t was. the 
fe of  al- Fleſh, gory ns was uſed-by 
MIAtion , being graciouſf] 
the lite of rhe erifice in. 
f the Offender himſelf, and 
to eat Bulls Fleſb, and drink the- Blood of 
Goats, when he might in Juſtice have ex- 
adted the life- of men, and' might have en- 
ated without any -wrong to any of his 
attributes, that he that had ſinned ſhould 
die in his own perſon ; and I appeal to all 
the World , of what Credit or Authority 
bis expoſitions or determinations ought to 
be, who hath either never had, or hath loſt 
that Symbolical Key, by which alone the 
Law of Moſes can be opened, and inſtead 
of that hath, ſubſtituted another in its 
ſtead which is ſo flat a contradiction to the 


ick-lock is a-much more hopeful way of 
ing us into the ſacred Temple of Fruth, 
than all the bunch of Keys that make ſo 
karned and ſo loud a noiſe at rhe girdle of 
& Rabbi. kie+2(t2 16 0h 
And is not this exceeding fine, when the 


thef Law of God enjoyns expreſly this Abſti- 
| $ 


nence' 


Boaz and Rath. 
nence from Blood, and ſets down' expre 
the particular Reaſons upon which this Ab- 
ſtinence was founded ; becauſe it was an A4- 
ronement for the Soul ; and becauſe it was 
the life of al fleſh ; yet the Rabbins think 
_ to w3erg Ng for the 
Reaſon upon w it was upon 
. Which ak God expetted an Obedience 
from them, but they will needs do it for a 
Reaſon of their own, becauſe the Zabiang, 
a certain ſort of people that no body knows 
where or who they are, were uſed to feed 
upon the Sacrificial Blood , therefore, and 
therefore only they think it fit to abſtain ; as 
much as to ſay, They will indeed obey the 
Law of God, but not out of « Principle of 
Obedienceto him, but out of a Spirit of op 
poſitzon to their Neighbours, if indeed theſe 
abl were ſo near Neighbours to the Fews, 
as ispretended, andaregot rather to be looked 
for in Lacian oi dandi7iceis;, or in Heveliu 
his learned of the Bedlam World 
inthe Moon. Or is not this exa&tly the 
Picture of our Sefarian Maltcontents, whoſe 
chief Scruple againſt Obedience, is, becauſe 
good Subjets prattiſe it, and the Laws com 
mand it ; and the only way to make them 
good Chriſtians or tolerable SubjeRs, is to 
enjoyn Separation and FaQtion by a Law. 


The 


nA... -£-3-X yr" KM KK 0}. YC UlUPYly JF I ECT 


Boar and Ruth. 
thing in which the Rabbing 


great from 
, for Prins 
underſtanding of the Law of Moſes,concerns 


the Prohibition of ſeething of a Kid in the 
Milk of its Dam, Exod. 23. 19. The firft 
4 the firſt-fruits of thy land thou ſhalt 

ing into the Houſe of the Lord thy God. 
Thou ſhalt not ſeethe a Kid in his Mothers 
Milk, and why not ? a ygtion very luckily 
ask'd, juſt as Don Iſaac Abrabanel comes by, 
and very fpruce he is in his Fow t0b Attire, 
a Pluſh Jacket and a Lace-band, bur neither 
Point de Venice, nor Colbertine; tor any 0+ 


= —_ Point _ for the Rab- 

te Points , though made 'em 

themſelves ; a6 eealied fince it is our 

good Fortune to meet ſo luckily with-this 

= Rabboni, let us ask his opinion of the 
eaſon of this Law. | 
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ſeech you, mighty Sir, if 1rhe vileſt of the 
Gejim the mA lhenctck of all the Minim, 


the wee; = and unworthy of all 
the roars Cuth, approach the awtul 
2 
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and venerable preſence. of  Hagaon 
Raph hippe 3 nox he 4ſs of ſachar ina Lys 
on's skin, but the very Lyor it ſelf of 
Tribe of Judah, with an important Que+ 
ſtion fit only to be reſolved by -a Maſter. of 
Aſſemblies; this Gentleman and I, ' and 
pleaſe your Lordſhip, have laid a ſmall Wa 
ger concerning, the meaning of that place of 
Exodus, c:2.3.19. Thou ſhalt not eths a 
Kid in his Mothers milk; and we were 'a- 
greed tobe determin'd by the next famous 
Rabbin that came by. Abrab. Hajother nir- 
reh B::2eh ſhehajah mimahaſeh hobdei habs. 
dath Elilim. 

* Je n' entende pas de mots Hebreux, par- 
*ez vous Anglois, Monſeignieur? 4. Oues, 
* Monſieur, je parle Anglois, Francoiſe, E- 
*ſcoſſe, Eſpagmol, Italien, Allemagn, E- 
*breu, Grec, Latin, Arabien ,, Ethiopien, 
© Sclavonien, Grand Mogor, Preſtre Jean, 
© toutes les Lan ,B. En verite, M 
*ſcignieur,vos eſtes le plus admirable de tout 
$ le monde. Parlez donc un peu d' Anglois 
ſil vous plaiſt, Monſeignieur. Abrab. Why 
then in ſhort, Sir,thus,tor I am in great haſt, 
we are about returning to the Land of Prc 
miſe, and have a great deal of Buſineſs to 
diſpatch, and Lumber to remove. m 

It ſeems moſt probable, that this Command] re 
was occaſioned from a cuſtom among the idola-| of 
trou 
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frous Heathens ,” that” at the time of their 
gathering in of Frai were wont to boil 
a Kid in the. Dan's Milk, thinking that þ 
_ _ were made ht ro their 

- a a'B #; And 
having told iis Tale, away. goes he vin 
ſmoaking haſte; : without ſtaying to anſwer 
Scruples and Objeftions, to pack up his 
Awls for Feraſalem and the Land of Pro- 
miſe, where he deſigns to be no leſs than 
King, and-is full of Projefts and Expediti- 
ens againſt the. Turk and Zartar, and Per- 
fran, and I kriow not who beſides. . : 

-. But however-fince heis gone, let him go, 
and though it be ſcarce cvitto objet a» 
gainſt a man behind his back, yet ſince tt is 
neceſlary- for the' diſcovery ot the -truth , 
I --hope we fhall atleaſt be. excuſed, and 
Idefire it may be conſidered to the advan- 
tage of our Cauſe, that his flying for the 
ſame, is.a plain Argument, that he cannot 
aut] anſwer. whatſhall be objected. | 
is, -'* And does itthen ſeem moſt probable, that 
this Command was occafroned from a Cuſtom 
among the idolatrous Heathens ; but I pray, 
why does it ſeem ſo? have you this upon 
thecredit of any Hiſtorian2then ir does 
more than ſeem-10 ; and we have the ſame 
and\ reaſon to believe it with any otlicr matter 
ola-| of Fatt whatſoever, which our own Eyes 
OK 9 3 did 


a 
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did not ſee; bur if you have it not upon 
any credible Teſtimony, then why does'it 
ſeem io at all ? or may not any thing elſe, 
that which is flatly ro this 
ſeeming and incompatible with it, ſeem ſoas 
well ? *Tis a fine Trade indeed; when men 
ſhall firſt make Stories, and then believe 
'em themſelves, and ſay it ſeems fo, and 
then impoſe 'em upon the World, asit they 
were really true. Burt it ſeems to confirm 
thu gloſs, he tells us of a Cuſtom ſomewbat 
like to this, uſed in bis time in ſome parts of 
Spain ; and we perhaps __— have been 
fo filly to believe him, if” he: had not ſpoil- 
ed his Authority already; or if we knew 
diſtin&ly whether this Cuſtom were among 
the Spaniards or Moors, that 'we might have 
fair play to examine intoits Truth; orif we} 
knew-what was the meaning of a Cuſtom || | 
ſomewhat like, for a Cuſtom ſomewhat like | 
is a Cuſtom ſomewhat unlike too, and how 
much that is, no body knows-: F 
But becauſe Abrabanel doth not tel/ bis 
Tale ſo handſomly as he ſhould, there is a lear- 
ned Xarraite called in to help him out; and 
theſe Xarraites, you muſt know, are deſpe- 
rate Fellows at a dead lift ; they are a fort of 
Talmudical Diſſenters , that rejett all Tra 
ditions which are not grounded upon Scriptures 
they will ſubmit to nothing, if you cannot 


prove 
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prove it out of a dire& Text ia the Bible : 


and yet very honeſt Genlemen for all that, 
and juſt like the Diſlenters of our times, 
who will neither Eat nor Drink withour 
a Text to juſtifie the Action, and believe 
no tales but what they make rhemſelves. 
They are no Jriſh Evidence, I aſſure y 

and therefore I hope you will be 

what they ſay; and that which they 7 mp 

t 


1t was a Cuſtom of the ancient Heathens, 
when they bad gathered in all their Fruits, to 
take a Kid and boil it in the Dam's milk, and 
then Derek Caſhephah, in a Magical way, ts 
go f\and =, gore with it all their 
rees, m Fields, and Gardens, and Or- 
chards, (certainly this muſt raiſe the 
price of the Commodity, and-make,it al- 


moſt as dear as Brito} Milk" thinking by 
this means the {Eta girert make | Kg ife , 
and bring forth wndantly 


the following Tear. And. Key this Reaſon, 
at, the Dodar, God forbad his people the 
Jews, . at the time of their in-gathering, to 

uſe any ſuch Idolatrous @r Superſtitious 
Rite, 
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And yet theſe are the Men that reje# af 
Traditions that are not grounded on Scripe 
ture; ſothatif we were to appeal to them- jth 
ſelves for the truth of this Story, all the Jthe 
Queſtion would be, Whether this were a ws 
Tradition of the Rabbanim tor the Explanss fibd 
tion of Scripture wh ich is not grounded fthe 
upon the Scripture it ſelf; And the Que- YM 
ſtion, I think, is eaſily determined, if theth 
Doctors own Conceſſions and QuotationsFtre 
do not deceive us; or if the Bible of theſe 
Karraites be the ſame with "ours, and thatYAl 
they had ſuch things as Traditions of their} - 
own, though they reze&ed thoſe of the Rab-fc 
bins ; and a Tradition is a Tradition let it be 
whoſe it will, appears from another Paſlageſjth 
in his XFarraitiſh M. S. where the Author fon 
tells us ſhe col Fiſrael modim, That it is con-fpa 
feſſed by alllirael, that from the time of the Pi 
Kingdom, they were ever wont .to conſecrate 
the New Moons by the g4, ; and this being avs 
Tradition of ſo great uſe, and of ſo neceſ- 
ſary Relation to the obſervance of thei 
New Moons,and by conſequence of all theirJAi 
Feaſts, this is NI of = 
Karraites ex di ipture by Tradi- Jar 
tion. And rages. ni” ara little Yfi 
pauſe, that it is not a Tradition in general, th 

t a Tradition of the Rabbins, contradict» Id 
ing the Traditions of their Wiſemes,that , I; 
O 


Book ind: Ruth. 
alt reid bf bem, if which is the 


1p« [thing rejedted by-them, if Lunderſtand 
m- 7 of that Hebrew Sentence, with which 
the the-Doflor hath the. emapyaire x) pracab- 


e 2116 And yert;after:all,” we are not ſo much 
na+ fbcholding to Fradition for this notion, that 
led the Jancient: way 'of computing the: New 
go. Moons was*by the e«-s, as to the natureof 
FFthe thing it: (elf; and to this honeſt Coun» 
ne trey | Reaſon, which no learned -man can 
thefconfute, that Eyes were made before cither 
hat JAlmanacks or' Letters. 

cir] | And thereforethis was the ancient jr 4 
ab. of the Romans, 'as well as of the Jews, be- 


before the Fafi' were publiſhed by. Flavims, $irernat 
igefithe Scribe. Macrobius ; Priſcts temporibus , 1. 5.19. 


10r Yantegunam Faſti 4 Cn. Flavio Scribd imvitis 
on-fpatribus in omnium notitiam proderentur:, 
the YPontifici minori hac provincia delegabatar , 
ate Ys Lune yer Ao gone petit; ; 
g 8 0 nuntzaret : that 

> might gi Ro as I-ſuppoſe,. to :the 
round- about. Bute-whether the 
cr deve? all tuned! ro the Key of | Mebs 


aſs, whether the Bells: rung;backward, , ._ ;, 


Fa and all the Beacons of the \Countrey - were 
tle Yfired, as if an Invaſion were'threatned by 
ral, Ithe Man in the Moon, or the Gaw/s were La 
&- [down once more before the Capite/; ofthat 
s, Macrobixs faith nothing at all. 

(#) But 
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But the-chief of allof. this 
Karraitiſh Notion is behind; for he | 
| om this ACEIEPINE | 
e the Kingdom, to compute the New Moons 
equally been-ſo 
betore,when this hath been proved by an Ars 
gument that cannot deceive, 'to have beey 
the moſt ancient way of Computation: But 
yet as pretty as the Tradition is, the Res 
fon wtuch this Author alledges to confirm 
it, is ſtill more pretty than the Tradition it 
ſelf ; the very Etymon, faith he, of the word 
Chodeſh, implies ſo much, for it (rgnifies the 
renewing of ſomething, ſo that it u_ denomi» 
nated from the change of the Moon or Phaſi, 
as the Epocha or beginning of it. Is it fo} 
but why might not this change of the M 
which is the remewa/ of it, be com | 
either way from the Phafrs, or by the Ca 
lendar, or only by the latter of theſe; 
as it was aQually for many. Years, and 
then what becomes of this hopeful Ee 
mology, which concerns one way of Coms 
putation no more than the other, but only 
eeds upon a Suppoſition, that the 
o0N is renewed as the Calendar does ? Or; 
what if I ſhould prove, as I ſhall do by and 
by, that the middle of the Month, or the 
time of the full-Moon was anciently called 
the Renewal of it, although that Rexewal 
were 
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were.not meaſured by the Phafis, but by 
the Calendar, and indeed by a very unequal 
Computation? -for the /dws among; the Ro- 
wears, Which is no other, as I "1 ſhall ſhew 
than the Hebrew Chiddeoſh, and ſignifies 
Renovation, if the Nones were quintane tell 
upon the foxrreenth, bur if they were /e 

ed ha the M -- 
and this muſt be granted ro be a conſiderable 
difference in the Computation, though the 
motion of the Moon be equal and the ſame 
in one Month, as another, 

But after all,the Xarrazzes are like other 
Diſſenters, and though they are all united 
na common hatred againſt the Rabbavim, 
towhom the beſt Lang nguage they can give, 
1s; That t _ _ s and Zories, and 
all the bad and ſtinking things that 
Billinſgate can > offiad, yet are they not a- 
greed a themſclves, but the ſame Spi- 
rit of tion that ſeparates them from 
the 77 Fews, divides each Xar- 
ben his neareſt Neighbour ; and for 
ought we know, .the ſame man may} be fal- 
kn out with himſelf, and then it will be 
very hard to arbitrate the difference, when 
2 man quarrels in deſpite of himſelt, or to 
bring two parties toa better underflanding, 
n are ſo entirely angry with one ano» 

For 1o the ! Doctor citing 2 a 


Boaz and" Rub. 
out of his Xarraitiſh M. S.'a learned" Book 
that hath neither head nor rail, if we 
believe a man inner wburetroe : ſpeak 
truth, ſubjoyns 1 owl 
True mti- words, and I produce this the rarkin ol 
" cauſe Abrabanel, toward the end of his com 
p. 14.46, ment on this place, mentions a gloſs of ſome 
Karraiteiſh Author upon it,- although: 1t "be 
altogether unlike to this which we have here 
related, ſeribunt ſapientes XFarreorum" ne 
coquas hxdum in latte matrisſuz, hoc eſt; 
ne commiſceatur germen cum radicibus;” « 


So that the Farraites themſelves not'be 
ing certainly determined what to ſay; "or 
what reaſon to afſign of this prohibiriog 
of the Law of Moſes, ſometimes reterri 
it to an abhorrence of the Zabii, and 
other times to a Symbolical reaſon, Ihope 
we are-no longer obliged by their Aurthos 
rity, who conteſs themſelves tobe ſo much 
in doubr, 'and by their uneaſie rigglirig out 
of one_way of ſolution- into another, tobe 
altogether ignorant of the matter j' but; 
though I am tar from doing this upon the 
Authority of any Xarraite 'of them all; 
the Xarraites themſelves being every whit 
as ignorant and as foppiſh- as the reſt, "yet 
becauſe it -is agreeable to the grain and 
genius of the Law .of Moſes ; which pu 
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ceeds: almoſt wholly upon Symbolical 
nds, I:aftrm;' this laſt twbe's very 


£96: folurioanof\'the dificaky propoſed. 


Ne coquas hedum in latte matris ſue, hoc eft, 
ne commiſceatur germen cung radicibus. That 


45,it is a tion of all inceſtuous and un- 
natural jons in the aſcending andde- 
ſcending lines, for ſo if Mother and Son 
ſhould commituncleanneſs together,there is 


in both reſpects, in the Act it ſelfand in the 
conſcquences-ot-it, germen cam radicibus, 
and the infant begotten by ſuch a foul con- 
junftion, as long as it continues after the 
firſt vitality be formed, and fed and 
nouriſhed in the Womb, is in the Symbolick 
e, ſo commonly uſM and fo well 
ood at that time in the Eaſt, Z/#- 

dus in. lafte matris ſue, a kid feethed inthe 
milk of its Mother, | 
There are other expoſitions which in my 


ova henaigei cis formerly pitch upon my 


; as the mean- 
ing of this: place, but not to' fall too foul 
upon the Hebrew Dottors where there is 
ao. occaſion, muſt acknowledge that I 
am infinitely pleaſed and fatisfied with this, 
though it be.exprefſed after ſuch a manner, | 
that it will require ſome thoughttulne 
and @ little dexterity in matters of this na- 
ture $0 pick out the meaning} of the com- 
ment 
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as well as of the Text, andyet” after 


ment, 
all, I donot allow of this, as a traditionary 


expoſition upon the teſtimony either 'of 4 
_— ateny _ but as a 
nious conjecture at meaning 

and it would be hard not to allow 
the Rabbins ſo much, as well as other men, 
that by conſidering a place of Scri 
they may dis pick __ its true 
meaning, it 15certain are gen6 
ther ixnythingeT Fadganer ce of ain 
there is any thing o or of ni 
required , rn much oftner miſtakes 
then they are in the right. 

Such another $ cal prohibition as 
this, is that ff Deuter. 2:2. 6, 7. If a Birds 
neſt chance to be before thee in the way, in 
any Tree , or on the ground , whether they 
bee Toung ones or Eggs and the Dam fitting 
pon the Tonng ones, or upon the Eggs, than 
has not take the Dam with the Toung, 
but thou ſhalt in any wiſe let the Dam-gs, 
and take the Toung to thee, that it may 
be well with thee, and that thou mayeſt 

thy days. Which ept as as 

ws —_ ſeethin Fa fid in the Milt 
of its Dam, though I make no 
but it was alſo /iterafy to be obſerved, 
yet it was moreover 2 Symbolical prohibi- 
tion of all kinds and iaſtances of crueley 
or 
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Scripture a Law that is in its 
literal ſenſe of fo little avail or fignification 


E 


ſo great a ſanQion as this, rhar ir 
be well with thee and that thou mayeft 
thy days 5 It is as much as to fay 
in more comprehenſive terms, that God 
will hew mercy to men that ſhew ir to 
one another, but that all manner of cruelty 
or injuſtice his Soul hateth, and they are 
a perfe&t abomination unto him. ' Soalfo 
v. $, of the ſame Chapter, When thou build- 


. 


& 


I 


er of mens breaking their necks every 
Me he Wrote or every hour in the day, 
if men had not balliſters round about upon 
the leads of their Houſes, or that the incon- 
veniences which | mane decrres Ro_ 
were great enough to co eventhe 
ings ef making them through — 


intended: them for 'a fanding Symbol 
mercy, and that men were- not only 
avoid ſhedding; of Blood'out of /et 
and malice prepenſe , but-' alſo to beware a 
much as might be of all the-accidental- of 
caſions and avenues to it. i 

So alſo v9, 10, 11, Theu ſhalt not ſop 
thy Vineyard with divers ſeeds, leſt the fruit 
of thy ſeed which thou. haſt ſown and. the 
fruit of thy Vineyard be defiled , thou ſhalt 
wot plow with an Ox and an Aſs together, 
thou ſhalt not wear a Garment of divers 
forts, as of Wollen and Linnen together, 


Shall we think that cheſe were forbidden 


to the Jews, or that the Jews themſelve 
abſtained trom them only out of 4 
croſl-graind, covenanting humour, becauſe 
the Zabjilowed and plowed and. were ap- 
parelled in that manner ?No certainly there 
can be _ more; ridiculous to 
extend the Zabian Hypothefis to all theſe 
prohibitions in the Law -of Moſes ? Anti 
yet nothing can be more reaſonable neither, 
of what Maimonides has acquainted us be 


true, that the praQtices:of the Zadbii are 
not only ayoided in the abſtinence from 
Blood, and from the ſcething} a Kid WP 


=» ww h.OQO © © © © ty 


ww = a= Y 0 = -© 


7” - A 


© © ww —— 5 


- = 5 


"CEOS = 05 


[ 
it 
be 
i 
r, 
rs 
P, 
-N. 
q 
4 
ſe 
4 
tO 
ſe 
Vi] 
T, 
be 
re 
m 
1 
lk 


Milk of its Dam, but are to be lay'd down 
asa Principle by which other ive Pre=. 
ceptsare to beexplained, and if this benot 
a true principle, as certainly it-is not, how 


can any man think himſelf obliged to ac- 
y_ barely in the Authority of Maimoni- 
es, who is guilty of an error, that branches 


it ſelf out"into ſo many” ſeveral miſtakes, 
and -is' ſo fruitful of falſhood and deceit, 
without other good Authority from the 
reaſon of the thing, or from the teſtimon 
of honeſtec and wiſer men 2 Or'is.not this 
way of ſolution, under pretence of Learn« 
ing, rather to be interpreted as a confeſ- 
fion'of Ignorance, and as the Periparericks 
and the Schoolmen flye to occult qualities 
and ſubſtantial forms when nothing elſe 
can be found to give a fatisfattory anſwer z 
fo here when th: Rabbins are gotten into 
the dark , and -carinot find rheir way our 
of a prohibition; they-call ro the Zabii to 
lend them'their hands, 'and thus the blind 
lead the blind,” and then no wonder if both 
of them fall into the ditch of error, inſtead 
of that at the bottom- of which Democri» 
tus was Uſed'ro fay the truth it ſelf lay 
concealed. Only there is this diflerence bes 
twixt the Ariſftorelians . and the Rabbins 
that when the one flies to a Quiddity or 
an Extelechia for want of ſomething more 
 & plain 


Boaz and Ruth, 

in and fatigfaftor y to lay, though it be 
OUS of Ignorance, yet it is an 
of Modeſty roo, to acknowledge. 
themſelves, though by an hard word, ta 
be unequal to the Myſteries of Nature, with. 
whoſe facred Depths, upon a ſerious and 
impartial Examination of the wholeMactter, 
the Cerpuſcularian Philoſophers will bg 
found to be as little acquainted as the Ari» 
ftatelians themſelves ; but when the Reb 
bins, toexplain that which they do nat un+ 
derſtand, are ſo bold to impoſe their own 
Figments and Inventions, as- the voice of 
God, and the only true expoſitions of the 
Divine Law, what is this, but a Blaſphe- 
mous and execrable conjundtion of the moſt 
childiſh Ignorance, and the moſt effronted 
ce together ? | 

But if inſtead of the Dreams of Maime- 
vides and his very inconſiderate, however 
baughty and ing Diſciples, we will 
ſubmit our ſelves to the infallible Condu@t 
of that excellent Clue which the Law it ſelf 
has given us for our direction through the 
Myiterious Labyriath of Antiquity, «t will] 
then be as difficult to loſe our'way, 'as it is 
now to find it by the glari ſpeciou 
bur deceitful Light ot the Ra#binical Pre'| 
tenders, 


The 


Boaz and Rath; 

- The Law it felf this Reaſon 
the Vineyard was -_ nd wr 
verſe Seeds, left the Finit of the Seed which 
thos haſt ſown, and the Frait of the Vine. 
yard be defiled. Andif you ask wherein this 
Defilement conſiſted, the anſwer is at hand, 
that it was not a Natural, -but a Symbolical 
Defilement jt was not a real Defilement in it 
ſelf, but it was a Symbelical Prohibition of 
that which was. And the ſame account's 
to begiven of thoſe other Prohibitions, that 
anOx and as Aſs were not to:Plough toges 
ther, and that no man was to wear a Gar» 
_— _ forts, of L innen and Wofen 

; aus tne Regarive Precept, 
which hath been already explained, of »or 
ſeething of a Kid \im the milk of its Mother, 
was an znigmatical. Prohibition of ince- 
ſtuousCopulationsin the directly oroblique- 
ly aſcending and deſcending lines, for both 
of theſe are equally forbidden by the Levi- 
tical Law, ſo were theſe Laws which have 
been laſt recited, a modeft and clean way 
wy of forbidding rhoſe Brutalities' and Beſtial 
if ConjanRions, of which the 4worites were 
it 8] guilty, and which were not forbidden tte 
ou: ; nan gire becauſe the Z4bians, if any ſuch 
Pre] people there were, or the Amorires 
themſelves in the practice of ſo foul, fo 
horrid, fo deteſtable ——_ but becauſe it 
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w e Principles of C 


-preſly ſet down, Levit. 19. 19. Thou ſhalt 


wisthe higheſt reproach and indignity that 


could- be ; put upon the [ of God in 
the'Nature of man, becauſe it was ſo plain- 
ly-againſt the Tatereſt' of Society, becauſe 


itearvies in its execrable Womb ſuch Mon- 


ſters of-impiety, as no Repentance, no 
Prayers, no Sacrifice can expiare, \becauſe 
it brings an/Univerſal —_ upon all thoſe 

; aſtiry,Sobriety, 
and Religious Fear, without which no Na« 
tion can be happy, nor any Government 
ſoeure; or to ſum upall in a word, God 
does not-torbid. any thing for no Reaſon at 
alt, but only for his ownatbitrary Will, or 
out of a Peeviſhneſs inconſiſtent with the 
Perfection and Happineſs of his bleſſed Na- 
ture; becauſe the ſame things are practiſed 


by thoſe againſt whom he hath taken a Cal 


viniſtical-and unaccountable- Pique ; but it 


15 either upon a Symbolical Reaſon for the 


ſake of 'fomewhat that is morally evil, or 


becauſe.of the intrinfick and eternal Tur» 
-pitude of tle thing in its own Nature. | 


And'that this was the true reaſon of all 


thoſe Prohibitions which I have laſt recited, 


I gather from their extream reſemblance and 
I:keneſfs to one another in themſelves, conm- 
pared with the Expoſition of no leſs than 
twoof the three, which is to be found ex- 


wot 
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Boaz and Ruth, #77 
wot let thy Cattle gender with a givers Finds 
Thou ſhalt not ſow thy field with mingied 
Seed : neither ſhalt thou let a- Garment 
mingled of Linen and Wollen come upon thee. 
Where, in the firſt place,, we-are to take 
notice, that though Cattle be.only men-+ 
tioned in this prohibition, yet Mankind is 
included under it 4 fortiori; becauſe the na» 
tural Reaſon why ſuch unnatural Conjun- 
Cions are forbidden in Beaſts, is,' becauſe 
they areenemies to Generation,they woyld 
ſpoil all the breeds of the ſeveral Kinds and 
Species in the World ; and they would ge- 
nerally beget nothing but Monſters, un- 
gratetul to the ſight, not fitted with ſuch 
Organs as are neceſſary to make them Viral; 
or, as is ſeen inthe Experience of Mules, 
unable to propagate themſelves by Genera- 
tion; and therefore here our Saviours Ar- 
gument takes place, Matt. 6. 26. Bebold 
the Fowls of the Air : fc they ſow not neither 
do they reap, nor gather into Barns ; yet yaur 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not mach 
better than they? And again, wy 28; (29, 
30. And why take ye thought for Raimgnt? 
Confider the Lillies of the fields how they 
grow ; they toil not,neither de they ſpin. And 
yet 1 ſay unto you,that even Solomon in all 
his Glory was not arrayed like gue of theſe. 
Wherefore if God fo cloath the-Graſs of rhe 

T3 field, 


Boaz and Ruth. 
feld. which-to'day i5,and to morrow 15 caſh into 
the Oven, ſhaÞ be not much more cloath you, O 
ye-of little Faith» And the fame Argu- 
ment inche inſtance of a Sparrow, its made 
uſe of, c. to. 29, 3O, 3. Are not two Spar- 
rows ſold for a Farthing ? and one of them 
ſhall not fall on the ground without your Fa- 
ther. But the very hairs of your head are all 
wnumbred. Fear ye wot therefore, ye are of 
wore value than many Sparrows. And fo I 
ſayin this Caſe, if God forbid the unna- 
tural ConjunCtions of different Kinds of A- 
nimals for the better preſervation of their re- 
tive Species, he is much more to be 
| ſed to forbid the fame in men them- 
ſelves: becauſe the hairs of their heads are 
all aumbred ; that is, he takes a more ſolici- 
rous care of the Welfare of man, who is 
placed over the reſt of the Creatures, as 
God is over him ; and he is in ſome ſenſe, 
the God of this lower World, though wirh 
reſpe@ to his Maker, he is but che Prieſt of 
this ' magnificent Temple , ro thank, 
and praiſe God for himſelf, andfor, and in 
behelf of all thoſe Creatures, that are not a- 
ble to do it for themſelves; he is Lord of 
the Earth, but a Servant to Heaven; he is 
like Eleazer, who was a Servant to 4bra- 
ham, though be'ruled over all bis houſe, and 
Was the r over all befides ; or =_ 
» | frootry xr Mel. 
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Boaz and Ruth. 

Melchiſedech'the King of Salem, to whom 
Abraham payed Tithes, yet he him- 
felt was but the Prieſt of the,moſt High 
God, the God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, 

God over all, bleſſed for ever. 
Another thing to be conſidered upon oc- 
caſion of theſe words, Thou ſhalt not let thy 


Cattle gender with a divers Kind, is this, 


Thar C very ſeldom or never do gen- 
der with Kind, but their own; and 
thoſe few I of this kind that are, it 


is perhaps impoſlible to prevent, unleſs we 
ſhall foppols the Jews obliged by,this Pre- 
cept to fit up day and night to watch by 
their Cattle, for fear of any ſuch Hetero- 
geneous ConjunCtions , which I hope no 
man will be ſo extremely credulous and fil- 
as to believe. From whence it follows 
plainly, that there are but two things that 
can be interred trom this negative Law ; the 
firſt is this : There were then as well as now, 
a certain ſort of Creatures called Mutes,thar 
wete of a mixt or Hybridiax kind, engen- 
dred betwixt Horſes and Afſes in Conjun- 
Rion together, of which the firſt mention 
is made, Gem. 36. 24. This was that Anali, 
that found the Mules in the Wilderneſs,as he, 
fed the Afﬀes of Zibeon bis Father ; And 
as being very fit for ſervice and-tfor 
burthen, were ay propagated by 
'4 4 


the 


28o 


Boaz and Rath. 
the Husbandry of thoſe times ; but becauſe 
they were of a mixt and Heterogeneous Na- 
ture, becauſe they proceeded from ſuch uns 
natural Copulations, as were ſo deteſtable 
inthe ſight of God, becauſe they could not 
propagate their Kind by Generation, and 
becaule all ſuch miſcellaneous and Heteres 
geneons things had a Levitical or Symbolical 
Uncleanneſs, they were forbidden. by the 
Law of Moſes. | | | 
Secondly , when that is forbidden to 
Beaſts, which is ſo unnatural to them, that 
they ſcarce ever uſe it, and which ſo much 
as they do, it is ſcarce humanly poſſible to 
prevent, this is rather to be interpreted in 
ſucha Senſe. as if it were only a more modeſt 
and a more cleanly way ot Prohibiring the 
ſame abominable PraQtiſes in men ; as much 
as to ſay, Do not you, by any means, defile 
your ſelves, though the Amorites and other 
Nations whom 1 havedeltroyed, havedone it 
with thoſe deteſtable Inſtances of the moſt 
degenerate and filthy Luſt, which are a Dif- 
grace and Scandal to the Beaſts themſelves, 
But then in the laſt place when to this 


Prohibition, 7hou ſhalt not let thy Cattle 


gender witha divers Kind, itis immediately 
added , Thou ſhalt not jow thy field with 
ming/ed Seed : neither ſhall a Garment min+ 
gled of Linen and Wollen come upon thee ; 


I; 


Bodz and Ruth. - 

Tt. is very fooliſh and abſurd to imagji 
that things 40 thair own nature in- 
different, things that have no natural Pravi- 
ty:or Defilement in them, ſhoold be equal- 
ly forbidden with the greateſt Villanies that 
Wickedneſs it ſelf can either deviſe or per- 
petrate,, if+ it were not-upon account of a 
Symbolical Uncleanneſs, t they have 
none of their own ; -and fince there cannot 
be a more natural Sy mbol of Heterogeneous 
Copulations in Animals ; than the ſowing 
of a field, or a Vineyard with divers ſeeds, 
orthen the wearing a Garwent of divers ſorts 
of Stuff, and ſince theſe. are joyned in the 
Context with the other; I think for my part, 
that nothing can be more 'plain, than that 
the ſame thing is over and over Symbolical- 
ly forbidden; and theſe Prohibitions bei 
again inculcated, Deaf. 22.9, 10, 11. an 
under ſo great a Sanction, which is to be 
added ys wn £0 all thoſe Laws, That it may 
be well with thee, and that thou mayſt pro- 
long thy days : This is'to ſhow us how fo- 
licitous the Divine Goognefſs is for the Wel- 
fare of Mankind, in. which all theſe Prohi- 
birions are manifeſt ly founded ; and it ought 
to fill us with an equal ſolicitude to pleaſe 
ſo merciful and ſo gracious a Being, who 
hath thus linked our Duty and our Intereſt 
pogether, and expeRs no-inſtance of Obedi- 
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ence from us, but what is for oor own Ad. 


as well as it-is an At of Hornage 
_ and i to him. 1 , YEA 
Bat yet I'do not fo wholly confine m 
ſelf ro this Interpretation” of! the Moſ7 
Laws, which have been laſt recited, as tb 
affirm, they had no other, for though that 
be cenainly one meaning which-I have af- 
figned, yetthis hinders nor, but other 
probable i tions may be admirt 
as being equally cormected inthe Symbolital 
way to yy and ſhadows contained in 
the words of thoſe Laws ; and therefore 
when the Fes were prohibited roP/ow with 
an Ox and an Aſs ; or wear Linſey Wolſey, 
or to ſow a Fieldor Vineyard with two ſort 
of Seeds, another meaning of theſe Figs 
rative may very well be ſup 

ro be one of theſe two things,or indeed both 
of them togerher. 

Firſt, They were forbidden under theſe 
Types and Figures all manner of /ypocrifie 
and Diſimulation, they were not to have as 
heart and aw heart, as the Hebrew Idiom 
excellently expreſſes it, but their ARtions 
and Pretetices were to be of the ſame Grain 
and Colour with one another, and theit 
outward A nces were to- be but Co 
pies of the orginal Realities within. -Se- 
condly,by rhe fame Prohibition they were 

enigma 
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lly forwerned apart alt kind 
#nd indifference , 
were to be true Blew, op 

men, or of a fake arid Tellaw dye, not 

Phy lemorts, trot Halters berweett rwo pars 
ties and different opittions; foe he 
and heartineſs m every thi we 

much for the benelit of the wen, fob 
the intereſt of mankind , ty 


neſs it elf is an 
parifon of co/dneſs 1 
diſimulation. 


22.5 


Another Law which I ſhall mention to 
hew that the Zabitns do not koep the Key 
of the Cabinet of Moſes, but that the erue 
Method of out the and de- 
fign of all his ions, is to for 
= m the Symbolict of Hiereglyphick _ 
ſhall be that of Levir. 19. 23,24, 25. con» 

the Frerits of Trees, { when ye 
fall come into the Eand,, and forall have 
Planted all manner of Trees for Fogd, then 

Je fbatl connt the Frait thereof as wneivenns- 

jet: ; Three Tears ſhall it be + as FT ns 
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Boaz, and Ruth, 


tiſed unto you, it ſhall not be eaten of. But 


in the fourth Tear all the Fruit thereof ſhall 


be Holy to Praiſe the Lord withal; and iy 
the fifth Tear ſhall ye eat of the Fruit theres 
of, that it may yield wnto you the Increaſe 
thereof. 1 am the Lord your God. 
Now I dare a to all Mankind, would 
it not be very pleaſant to ſay, the reaſon 
why the Fews were ſo long before = 
Offered of their Fruits to God, and ſo mu 
longer before they -partook of them them- 
ſelves, wasto be taken from the Zabii, who 
were uſed to do theſe things either ſooner 
or later than the Fews are commanded to 
do? Or would it not be every whit as ex- 
cuſable to ſay, that the reaſon why the 
Jews ate any Victuals at all, was becauſe 
the Zabii never did ? And yet there is no 
help for it ; but the Cuſtoms of the Zabii 
muſt explain this Law as well as any other, 
if it be true-that their PraQtiſes are to be 
laid down as an Hypotbefis by which the 
reaſon of the Law. of Moſes is to be ex 
plained. ” 
But not to concern our ſelyes any further 
with this miſerable tool of an Expedieat,the 
moſt fooliſh and ridiculous that ever was 
invented, The Fruit was uncircumciſed; 
that is, it was unhallowed, or unclean, or 
unlawful to be uſed for three Tears, boconh 
fl 
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coacoRed; and therefore it was yet unfit 
to be Offered to God, to whom, as every 
- x ta was uſed in Food, was in ſome 
proportion firſt to be Conſecrated'and 
Offered up, that fo the  Primitie | 
Hallow and San&tifie the uſe: of .rhe- reſt; 
and that by 'this means an acknowledg- 
ment might be-made, to whom they were 
indebted for all the Neceſlacies, and all the 
Conveniencies or- Delicacies of Humane 
Life, ſo was the Offering to be of the beſt 
in its kind, becauſe this was a Teſtimony; 
of the moſt profound reſpe&,” and was art 
acknowledgment of the Excellence of his 
Nature. And then after this it 'was per- 
mitted to be eaten, but .not before ; for the 
fame reaſon for which it was, unlawful je 
other _ Caſes 2g i86ey t0!1cart of that of 
which no part _ before hand been R_ 
cd ,, by wa Acknowledgment 
Tha Abratyroreys oper” prime 
fore of theſe Fruit-Trees it is ſaid, Whey ye 
ſhall come inte; the' Land , and ſhall: bave 
Planted all: manner - of Trees for food, to 
intimate , that: of thoſe Trees 'of which 
there was. no uſe in Food, there was no 
nced to make any Offering neither ; as it 
was in Animals;, for 'the unclean Beaſts 
which were not permitted in Food, would 
not 
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did not only op the heb 


but they varkormed it with a 
np ng Aon that Zipper == 
ciſed her Son. Juvenal. 


Semivir, obſcene facies ent wad v. Etiam 
Mobia qui ruptd fecuit genitalia teſt. Selden | 
alicubi in 
de Diu Sy- 
And the ſame may be ſaid likewiſe of (7%... * 
thag Cuſtom, &x04, 2.1, from v.z, to 6. in 
theſe words, 4, {f then buy on Hebrom Sern 
vent, fix years he ſhall ſerve, and in tha 
pray Af oh wy r ao 3- ff 
Yoewnegy himſelf, he ſhall go ont by bim- 
Jelſy if be wore Married ,. then. bis Wife 
£4 0u8 with him, 4. If his Maſter bave 
given 
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bim a Wife, and ſhe have borw h | 
en 
be ber Aer td be fhallgy ou 6 


5. And if the Servant ſhl plainly ns Fw 
my Maſter, my Wife ns my Children, 
will not go out free + 6. Then his Maſter Bal 
bring him anto the Judges; he ſball alſq 
him to the Door, or unto the Door-poſf 
and his Maſter roy bore his Ear through 
with an Aul, and he ſhall ſerve him for ever, 
For- this cuſtom obtained' in other places 
ofthe Eaſt, as well as in'Jadea, as's me 
nifeſt from another paſſage in the fame 
Author. 


Sed Libertines prier eft, prior, iwquit, ego 
adſum, 

Quid timeam, debitenrve locum defenders 
quamvis 

Natus ad Eupbraten, molles quod in aure 
feneſtre 


Arguerint, licer ipſe megem ? 


The reaſon of which Ceremony was, 
that the Ear was gunciently looked upon 
as a Symbol of Obedience, becauſe heating 
is a neceſſary Prerequiſite in order to it, 
from whence it is that as Ozes in Hebrew 

ifies an Ear, ſo the Verb in Ziphil 
Heezin derived from it, ſighifics to give 
an 
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av dwefil and dutiful' attention, and {0 La: 
mech uſes it, Gen.4. 23. ſpeaking to his two 
Wives AAahb and Zilah, with the Autho- 
rity of an Hushand in thoſe times, which 
we have already ſhewa to be very great, 
Shmahan Coli, Neſhei Lemech, Haazenah 
Imrathi. Hear my voice ye Wives of La» 
mech, hearken unto my ſpeech, and thence 
in Greet early fa in Latin Obedire, 
(that 'is, Obaudire) and Auſcultari 
flies to Obey ; and as the Ear wasa Symbol 
- Obedience in the groeral, ſo as | 
it, by the Maſter of the Fami 
the Deor-poſ of his ow» Houle, =. 2 oy 
_—_— —_ the Objef - this _ 
ience,and ſpecifying in a more eſpecial 
particular þ cen bg. þ whom this Obedi- 
ence was to be payed ; and this explains thar: 
of the Plalmiſt, Pſ. 40. 6. Sacrifice 
and Offering thou d1dſt not defire mine Ears 
baſt thou opened, that is, it is obedience 
rather than ſacrifice that God requires, ac- 
cording. to that of Samuel! to Saxl,that to 
Gbey wu better than Sacrifice, and to hears 
ken than the fat of Rams, though I am nor 


v. L. Cag- 


ne that the Greek [nterpreters have ,1"..;* 
rendered -this place to a far diflerent ſeriſe, fac. & 
and that they are followedin ic by the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews, however the ſenſe as- ms 
it lies now in the Meſoretbical Bibles _ 

V 


290 


Boaz and: Ruth; 

be acknowledged to be very govd, and 
very ſutable 106' the context, and to the 
whoke drift of that P/a/m, | | 

Add to all this that the reaſon why the 
Servant was £0 be let free in the ſeventh 
year, was.it lf alſo of a Symbolical nature, 
in memory of that great ſabbatiſme after 


'the Creation of the World was finiſhed, 


upon which alſo the weekly Sabbath and the 


Sabbatical Tear, and the Year of Jubile 


which was the great ſeptenary multiplyed 
into it felf, depended ; but though at the ex- 
piration of the ſixth Year, the ZZebrew ſer- 
vant was: at liberty himſelf, yet he could 
not carry his Wiſc and Family along with 
him, in ca he did not bring them thi- 
ther, but Married while himſelf was ia the 
condition' of a Servant, to another Servant 
of the fame Family, becauſe in this caſe 
ſhe was only Z/xor Vſ/ufrafixaria, and the 
Maſter of the Houſe did not loſe his pro» 
priety in her asa Servant, by ſuffering ano- 
ther to enjoy her as an Husband, and for 
the fame reaton the ſeventh year being in» 
rended ofly to releaſe the Perſon of him, 
who had put himſelf into a Voluntary Sub» 
jection, it did not extend to thoſe who were 
born in a ſtate of bondage , and did. noe 
come into the poſleſſion of their Maſter by 


Compattor Agreement. ; 
| But 
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Hot and and = 

"But yer norwithſtandi y har 
were aſk releaſed tier? 
cher at rhe Seventh year, 'y 
of Iſraelitiſh race;rhey were re heh 
perpetual ſervirude neirher /" but "were 
come our at the year of Tabile, and if t 
Seventh year, and' rhe yeat of Fubie 
— _ and his\ : 
to ether, Levit. Ze 
he Ball beard rom thee, wy £1 
Children with him, and the 
anderſtood of his Wife aHo a 
fhe were of the ſeed' of AbBrabim 
this was the general Rule *rhit” none” 


their own Nation,, upon any 
whatſoever, without rhar own Color 
bY 
2m 


choice were ro be an Zeredir: 
prtval polleflion, Levit. 25-45, 4 
yeat of ' Jabile, _ the time wh 
things were reſtored ro the old; 
rietors, this was the time, whe 
diſpoſal of every Man and Womtis Perk 

25 well as of Eftares and wnalirnad/e 
ons did Naturalfy devolve upon therhfelves 
; fo that when it is faid} Exotl. 2. 
Z Fa Man a; = Danghrer 20 "he's Meth. 

Gs aZ wor go but as t 
rider WE WE aſe Gy 

car, nor 0 

jc ding! were retorc, an je Jeble 
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gt had not equal Priviledge, is to be re- 
tothe. different Eſteem and Dig: 
ity., 'which the one Sex had above t 
her in-thoſe times, ſo the reaſon why 
ſhe ' alſo. was reſtored to freedom at 
the year of Fubile, is to be referred, as 
hath been faid to this, that no perſon what- 
ſever of the Hebrew wy, was to be an 
everlaſting and perpetual ſlave. 
oc FRns & oc v5 mga the Zabian Hy- 
orhefts, 'of whic or is fo 
food, and upon which he bachehrops a- 
way ſo much Hebrew to no purpoſe,a thi 
as. tull of Oſtentation, and as em _ 
us it's aſlertour; it is now hi 
ume to, look back, and to conſider what 
it was which gave occaſion to this dif- 
| abii, which was this ; I 
had demonſtrated beyond all poſſibility of 
doubt or ſcruple, that the old Partition of 
\ agearrw _ _ eſtabliſhed by Mo- 
s, oſbaa, allotting to ev ribe 
and Family's roportion lr. <4 it 
was not in their Power to alienate from 
themſelves, any longer than till the Year 
of Jabile, was deſtroyed at the time of 
the Diviſion of the rwo Kingdoms of /ſrae/ 
and Jadab from one another, and that one 
Con of this Alteration, was, that 
Oſary 


= 
<< 


B 


A &&. Ss 6. a£« as ow on @©vS i ac m_c- om Þ tc ac am .oatr re _ aA TT Aa. c þ=3 a 


a8 


<q 00 5 


ww + 


GQWRQOO HH GS DP RAOT aeaAcmuaDPngd ng ©&70 
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ſary which was forbidden by the Law-of 
Jer for the continuance a preſcrvayiort 
that partition, muſt now of neceſſity'be4 
I= to —_ it being no. where. forbjd- 


any t Ys becauſb it 
by Aa) ores hbour Nations, 
out-any other reaſon, that"'this v 
hibition of Uſury, if it betrue*thke 
forbidden by the Afgypridns, as \welþ» 
_ the Jews, was but another! inſtunie, 


__ had becn taken 
before, of the agreement of = 
Ulages of the Moſaick dif 
tha « of the Heathen N rou 


, ms, wo! 120Ww 


| nnerc—By af 1 neces, 


pt Jow 
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thoaen phe olebraiers, Nay, and L arede- 
doh we may. believe P/zterth 
monenes rf, Lyenrgas, but-allo of the 
7, ay, thar this :cquality cangot 
preſerved, than by a prakis 
ke ;Idury.; beſides the reaſon of :the 
Pagantabyratn the laſt inſtance of :the 
5618819ng: whom it is certain i+ cid 
i abtaigg ,Ebey: are! the words-af 
» AR Veey:good hydfein theſe caſes, 
gr  Romulum Fegews \ex- __ 
| M6 (6{P> dliviſo bina jugera 
Sn ac; ;Feltis e/t bejws dinieate, 
«mm, Harro, cujus bec verkd 
oi dere Raſtica prime. Antiguus 
0" | Remus ) ante beluw Panucun 
yagens gued: a popmls pr imum 
a; viritthm; gue, quod has 
v ſagntibantar , Hdaredium appebarunt, 
AB la8rihing is oo bets plain fram 
| iFs Colonies. that were: from -time20 
Re ag Henadby: the Romans, intatheoon} 
Kg pets, 10m bich;you may fegeveny 
M4 Duty ;tliere .as' aq 6quality.of 
2154p gblerved at firit;;byr. yer yaw 


maality\cauld.oot be 
WE: was SETS 
\Kewars, among, who 
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without any Year of 7«4i/e-in which t 
were to return to the old again, 
but that « diflerence, as there will always 
be berween one man and another, in in- 
duſtry, Frugality, Ingenuity, -Craft, Am- 
bieib and the hike, muſk —_ ſoon make 
the induſtry of -one encroach upon the 
floath, the frugality of one upon the pro- 

z the ingenuity of one upon the 
dulineſs, the' Ambition of ' one upon the 
Indifference; 'and the m— of one op 
on the honeſt and undeſigning temper 
another. = 
-.\From whence it came to paſs in the com» 
paſs of not many years, that the difpro- 

1on was fo great, that it began to be 
ained of as @ grievance by the poorer 14.1. 6. 
fort; which occafioned that Law of Z- 
cinits Srots ; '\ac' wingenta agrt 
{era poſs Frick Law wes afterwards 
1 by bimelf, 2nd he ſeverely fined, ;;; ; ,. 
quod mille Fugeram agri cam felio poſide- 


ev; \emancipandoyue filium frauders leyj 
fee 


oy | V 4 Another 
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Another . uncontroulable i teftimony to 
the truth of this, as to matter of fa, :be- 
ſides the natural evidence: of rhe-'thing it 
ſelf, ſhall be taken from the Book and 
Story. of Nehemiah c. 5. whoſe : words I 
will here tranſcribe at large, from v:.1..to 
12, inclufively. 

1- : And there was a great cry of the Pev- 
ple, and of their Wives, againſt their Bres 
thren the Jews. ' 2. For there were- that 
ſaid, We, our Sons and our Danghters are 
gany : therefore we take up Corn for them, 
that we may eat, and live. 73. Some alſo 
there -were that ſaid, We have Mortgaged 
our Lands, Vineyards, and Houſes, that 
we might buy Corn, becauſe of the dearth, 
4. There were alſo that' ſaid, We bave bork 
rowed money for the Kings tribute, and that 
upon our Lands and Vineyards, 5. Tex 
mow our Fleſh is as the Fleſh of our Rre» 
thren, eur Children as their Children: and 
lo, we bring into bandage our Sous and our 
Daughters, to be Servants, | and ſome of our 
agows are brought into bondage already, 
neither is it in our power t0 7 them: 
for otber men have our. Lavds and. Vine- 
yards. 6, And-[ ( Neliemiah”) was: very 
angry when I heard -their-cry', and: theſe 
words, 7- They I conſulted with my. ſelf, 
and 7 rebuked the Nobles, and the Rulers 
I j an 


- 
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and ſaid anto them, Te exatl Vſury, every 
ove of his. Brother. And I ſet' a great aſs 
ſembly againſt them. 8. And I ſaid unto them, 
We,after oxr ability, have're our Bre» 
thren the Jews," which were fold unto the 
Heathen; | and will you even ſell your Bre> 
thren? or | ſhall they be ſold unto w? then 
held they _ fo ce, and found nothing to 
_—_ I ſaid, 5 us not good that 
ye not to walk in the fear of 
our 1 dey mph of the reproach of the. Zea. 
then our wr wa 10, / likewiſe, and my 
Brethren, and my Servants, might exatt of 
them money hand Corn ; 1; pray: you __— 
kave off | thu" Oſury. 11. Reſtore, 1 pr 
you, to they. even thu day," their La 
their Vineyards, their. Olive: yards , ard 
their Heaſes 'alſa the hundredth part: of 
the money ; and of the Corn,” the Wine, and 
the Oyl,, "args \exatt of ehoan | '22. Thes 
ſaid they, we ory reftore\ themr,, and will 
require mot gm thay a 
thou/ſayeft. Then 1 called the Priefts; aull 
took. an Oath of them, that they ſhould oo 
according te thu prowile, 
' Upog which words that 1 ma deſeant 
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fue while the Jews continued 


Leon 
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ib v. 20. 


1594-23 taw of Moſes, and comes under that 


opportumtics of: adv 


was one ore of ufury 


neral term of \ exereaſs of -Uittuals gi "uv 
mary apon'd mg that was lent o 
which the Te forked as well as gb 
money, and though this were+0n | 
bited. them mrs be agg M rn 
bur permitted upon the slien-or the ſtrat 
Ber, yet in the Caprivity ir was impoflible, 
ut it muſt be exerciſed murually each 
other likewiſe, for they had no ſubſiſtanee 


acoord- 
ves 


'M 
the way of | traffick and: © 566 
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neſty, or Capacity of thoſe they had rodo 
with, ce T mieddatbs | 
X lities: vr x the ; F $ 
one -anuſt be: exceffive E xy amh'anothes 
poorerchan it ſelf, :ofte rarher ehan 
givez-wauld 'lend at uſary: curot hopes to 
make am advantage; that way ,.;gnd ano4 
ther/ muſt be forded<to borrow at any rate; 
and de a flaveeo thelender. bats; 09 
_ Andtheſe ind! circumſtances inſtead of 
being-abated 67 redreſſed by Theww! reeure 
from the Gaprivity, were tathier-incroaſed 
"marr ho! Set Ion 
w\theywere in! 
ding. of mple and : fix the 
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es wit hea s of dead Bodies: | 

p This infolence _ a—_— 
after 
by the Decree of Artaxerxes or 
the Son of Dariw, yet this hin- 

not but Sarballat and 7obiab, and 
= did ſtill Yo all they could 

and torment the Fews, and to 
them from repairing the Ruins of 
bem. c. 4.-{o that 
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> Country round avous 
all of chem employs 
ing of Feruſalem and in the 
defence -of- <6 builders, would have 
enjoyed tho Fruits of what the others had 
Planted and Sown. 
— theſe cauſes, ns very well they 
mighr, produced, a Dearth of Corn and of 
my manner of ſuſtenance among, the 
——_—- 2..and this Dearth which way 
by this, that they ou_—_— 
to naintain themſelves and Familtes, 
were alſo to pay a Tribute is 
theny to mortgage their Lan 


Vineyards and - Houſes, that they wig 
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ſutable to ſo numerous a company conkiſt- 

ing of perſons of ſo. coofideraple a rank,” '% 
yet for all that required be not the Bread, 
of the Governor, betauſe the bondage was 

beavy upon the People, No wander theres 

fore when the old partition of-Inhecitances 
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when this wasdone, and yer proved inſuffiei: 
ent to ſatisfieall theit wants,rs ell their very 
Sons and Daughters into bondage to be Ser- 
vants, whom , as mplained very 
juſtly; ir ibs w0t in their r to redeem, 
becariſe ther ment had thei? Linds and 


ich+thi i , for the 
berter underſtabding the Tray fone of affairy 
at that time, I ſhall now for the explication 
of this Chapter of Nehemiah, do theſe two 
things. "Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew in what fort 
and wore] ard to _ - Uluty 
was iſed among the Eaſtern Nations: 
And Secondly, I ſhall ſhew that the Old 
Laws and Uſages ofthe Romans which con: 
cerned Uſury, were derived from thence: 
As to the Firſt of theſe, that is to fay; 
in ey. ma and manner _ to what 
U was i the 
Eaftern Nations, Bret tho 
Fews , as well before as after their return 
from the Captivity of Babylon, may be 
feen from this place of Nehemiab compa- 


red with ſome other places in the Law off i 


Utfury was two fold, it was either increaſe 
| , or increaſe of-Viftuals, or in 
deed of any thing neceſſary or convenient 


Moſes ; and in the er nc 


for the ſupport of humane life; 6s hath] & 
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been already ſufficiently declared, and this - 
Uſury in reſpe&t of the difficulties to! 
which it reduced thoſe who were involved” 
in it, was called in Hebrew Neſbet from q- 
word that ſignifies to bite, betauſe in time: 
it are quire through their Eſtates,” ahd in' 
like manner all kind of Eftortion and inmi-' 
moderate Exaction is by the Turks called 
eating at this day, and this- is the very 
word by which the Prophet Daviddeſcribes 
the unjuſt man, and the opprefſout. Zave 
all the wor kers of iniquity no knowledg > whi 
eat up my people as they would eat bread, and 
tall not npon the Lord. Pal. 14. 4. and 531 
4; and as with relation to the party bortows 
ing it was called Neſhec, ſo with reſpe& 
to "the lender, there are two words 
which it is expreſt, Tarbith and Marbith; 
both from the fame root, and both figni- 
fying improvement of increaſe, but in caſe 
they- could not duely pay their Uſe, or 
being reduced to extream want, havi 
_ zuſt a — _ for _—_— 
a ha ly that,they could not 
it wy beak: hes if they had any Ladd 
Vineyards, or Houſes, they were forced 
to Mortgage or Paun them till the year 
of Fabilee, Laſtly in caſe of a ſtill greater 
neceflity which ſometimes happened, as it 
did in Nehemiahs days by reaſon of the 
| | X Famine 


pg 
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Famine and the Kings Tribute, notwith- 
ſignding' the 7irſbetha's allowance were 


nps Exacted; then they ſold themſelves or . 


elſe thei: ow and their Daughr 
boadage virtue of t ute power 
ad Awthoriey which they had over them, 
the Men the Seventh year, and the 
Worpen till that of Febilee, the reaſons of 
_ difference have been already explain» 


. if you-ask to what degree this Uſ 
was exated, the Text of Nebemiah 
yau expreſly, it was the FHundreth part 
of the Money , and of the Corn, the Wine 
and the Ol, Hebr. Meath hacheſeph Vebada» 
£99, Gc. bur the Seventy have Tranflated 
it to another ſenſe, «, ant 78 apyoels + 
rnd uy # Givor ou, i Eoviyagers tovmelg 
(kauroig.) The tenſe o which is that Ne-+ 
hemigs not only exhorted the Creditors to 
reſtore the Lands, and Vineyards , and 
Houſes which they had in but 
#l out of their ownPackets to furniſh their 
neceſlitous Neighbours and Kindsmen ; for 
« was-they, who were the firſt $ 
is all theſe caſes , with whatſoever was 
neceſſary for rheir | preſent lupport ; where- 
fare the Seventy inſtead of Meath read it 
Meath with a yery little gltergtion : bug, 
I confels, I prefer the Maſorethical rg 


ters into 


- 


= IT WV HH HERS TC EO OT ECT 


"Ss a a MM. 


Y” iQ = W. is 'Ww, ez 


rt 
ve 
fo 
ad 
T 
MG 
{3 
tg 
nd 
ut 
ir 
or 
rs 
as 
[Cy 
u 
a, 
bg 
re 


—_— Jews, in his time to have done, 
as. the 
And. to begin with Names before we 


The Principle was cither _— ſors, atid 


the advantage redouadi it was Cli- 
ther Fevu or Uſura, a huch are plainly 
and unqueſtionadly Hebrew , or at leaſt 
Oriental Names ; Caps? is manifeſtly the 
Hebrew Gabboxth, by which any ſort of 
Eminence , or Hill, or Top of atiy thing 
was aptly ſignified , ſo that nothing can 
anfwer more exactly either in word or fig- 
aification theg the Hebrew does to the 
Latin, and thence the Capitol was called 
-yot a Capite Toli, gs"the Roman Erymo: 
{rh —— you 

4 


Boaz and Ruth. | 
Language, ignorantly tell us, but it was 
as much as Cabbeur el or Gabhoath- al, 
more broadly. according to the manner: of 


the Chaldees, whoſe a is as broad as the Do» 


rigue, and does almoſt anſwer the pro- 
nunciation -of o, as much as to ſay the 
Hill of God, 'or the Hill where God was 
anciently Worſhiped, as it was the cuſtom 
all over the Eaſt, \ from whence I make 
no queſtion but the Romans were a Colony) 
to Worſhip God in Fils and High places 
whence Ramah, and Gibeon, and Gil/boab 
had their names, as being-ſuch Eminences 
or High places, as it ſeems, ſet apart an- 
ciently for the Worſhip of God. 

And ſuch another account as this, is to 
be given of ſeveral other of thoſe famous, 
feven Hills upon which the old: Rowe was 
afterwards built, the Mons Palatinus is 
not a balands, as the Roman Grammari- 
ans would needs have it to ſignifie, bur it is 
from the Hebrew Phillel, from whence 
with an Heemantique is the noun Tephilab, 
which being rejefted, as not belonging to 
the root, mons Palatinus is the Mountain 
of Prayer, ſo alſo the Vatican Mountain, 
isas much as, har Hahatik, the Old Moun- 
tain, where the firſt Planters of that Colony 
ſeem to have Worſhipped God, by - 

ang the hajin into an ZEoligue Dig 
which 
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which anſwers to the Latin v conſonant; 


and f, of which I ſhall give more inſtances: 
very ſuddenly, for that it is not 4 vatibus, 
according to the Latin Analogy, is clear 
from this, that the Syllable rin vatibus is 
ſhort, but in vaticanus long according to 
that of Martial 


Et wvaticanis condita muſta cadis. 


Though I deny not but wars it ſelf, if it 
be not 4 fands, as the Greek weapinns.'is 
from #4 may very well be ſuppoſed to be 
from the Hebrew Hatik, becauſe the Seers 
and Pr of Old time were gener 
raily old Men, and from vatis is variciwir 
wh, that is, Hatihinium , an old.) Saying ; 
of -an ancient 'Prophecy , ſo. that thele 
things do naturally ſtrengthen -and -con- 
firm one another, F 1 23h > 

Again the eſquilig or the mons eſguili- 
nu; had its name from the Thickets or 
Groves that grow upon it, for that is\the 
ſignification of Ebel in Hebrew,” whence 
was the Latin 45/um, 'and "as the name fo 
the thing it ſelf, was derived from-the Ciries 
of Refuge the Jews,” as well as. the 
pomeria among the Latins, which was no- 
hing elſe but «liquid extra & intra mpros 
at humano cults /oli, for the Cities of 


the Levites, and | conſequently thotg of 


X 3 Refuge, 


309. 


FC Bod? and Rath. 
Vere to have a Subtirb of a thous 
| ſind Cubits found about, this was theit 
- piimnerium, afd at” the fattheſt boundary of 
| this, the jus aſylorwm took its beginning ; 
and- becauſe where ſuch ſhady Groves are 
uſed to be fouind, there are uſually Medows 
and Watercourſes' adjoyning ;' therefore 
E/bel ſeetns in differently to ſignifie all theſe, 
and accord ingly 8 Mas ing by. 
Sevehty, by tl name of Z>zo4%, 
Oict ſignifies properly any arable Land, 
(though neither the pomeria of the Romidws 
nor the Suburbs of rhe Zevites were ever 
Plowed upon any bceaſion whatſoever) and 
from* hence Af/us in Latin is 4 cettain 
flye or Gadbreeze, troubleſome to Catrel, 
which breeds in ſuch Meadowy or W 

we , which the Zatins call otherwi 

Tabanas and the Greeks iFp&-. Virgil, © 


Eft lucot filari clrcd icibuſque virentew 
Plurinunis Albirtnm volitans, cai women 
' Aﬀls" pI ftitrg 
Romanwni oft, wſtrim Grati verfere ut» 
_ tavites, Fn NI Y JOITOR 
Acer, acerba ſonahs, gav tdta exterita 
Difogitnt armenta, fugit wiigitibus 
i P. c MY & AA 
Concuſſus, ſybveque & ficei ripd Tamagyi, 
TITTY ,/ KEYS eh, Laſtly 


3» 
od © '' of : 
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Boaz and Ruth, 
ys = —_—_— is the :efgailiz, and 
we an ne 
oi , eg Ethel which is 
halday, that Efhel is in Hebrew- is ithe 
Latin Taka, by reaſon of its Fraisfulnef 
and pleaſant ſituation, as one -of-purs of 
it was called Campania, and the Metropolis 
of that pw rp from the Greek 
x#o6-, fo widely are they deceived who 
would have 7taly derive its namerfrom the 
Greek irz>6-, for & fabulous andifookdh 
reaſon, or erkine &ev-00 eiſked-06 Uk bar 
only the reſemblance in ſound, . - , 
Buy enough of this , 1 could ſhow the 
ING of the Romas Hills, rht 
had their names from the Eaft, which 
is falliciene to prove the inhabitagevof that 
ce to have been a Colony from thence; 
F return to the bufine(s of Uſury which 
occaſioned this di - and the Second 
name by which the Principzl fur is;;cub 
led in Latin, is 8075, which is deri 
the Hebrew Joreſh , ſignifying an Inheri- 
tacice or Eftare z and becauſe the Inhett- 
rtances among the Jews were divided by 
lot, therefore ſors in Latin does alfo 
fie chande of fortune ,' and ſortes are 
png to caſt "hots, or to obtain by 
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Boaz. and Ruth. 
' | Theſe;are the: two words by which the 
Principle/is ſignified in the Latin tongue, 
the uſe as:hath been ſaid. is either farss 
Or «ſara. Fenns is bavouſh, from banaſh, 
pent affecit , malitavit , mulitam impoſuit; 


ns much as to ſay, id quod mult /oco exi» 


gitar, bychanging the hajin into the Aolis 
gue: digamma, as in the inſtances above 
mentioned of vatis, vaticinium and vatis 
Fanas 4 and: -in- two other inſtances that 
ſhall hereafter be produced, and the word 
is uſed in Chalday, Eſra. 7. 26. Lahbanaſh 
Nicfn, which we render by confiſcation 


of Goods, and the Seventy by zuulay ak pls, 


which is proportionably the ſame in-Ulury 
as.in confiſcation. Laſtly, «tor, and aſs, 
and «ſ«ra, are the firſt of them from Hathar 
in.Chalday, the two laſt from Heſar in 
Hebrew;tignitying a tenth, becauſe this was 
the ancient #/ura centefima, or in the Lan- 
guage of Nebemiah, the handreth part of 


| the Money, the Carn, the Ol, and the Wine. 


For. the year anciently conſiſted of ten 
Months, before it was reduced :(by ſeye- 


| ral degrees, and upor neceſſary confidera- 


tions becauſe of the ſeaſons of the Year, 
as it were ſhiſting their courſe, and paſ- 
ſing ſucceſſively through all the Months) 
to a perfect equation with the motion of 
phe Sun, and one in an hundred for one 

nt tes fe | Moth 
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Bodz, and Rutb;. 
Moath, is ten in the hundred for the year 
as afterwards by the addition-of two cer 
Months it came to be twelve .in-the hun- 
dred ; and that we may underſtand the bet- 
ter how perfect the analogy is, it is tobe 
pbſerved , that' as boſar is decimate, torr 
ceiye the tenth, oe uſe of a thing,for one 
in the hundred, for one [4s ten in 
the hundred, that'i is one-in:ten, a tenth of 
the avs the uſe of an-year, ſo.in Pa» 
al, mebouſar, or by letting-out the forma» 
tive Foojers is > —— __——_ ord 
omne quodcungue ſur nomne OI 
that ] thik chies.is nothing; at 


all preca- 
rious in this-account, unleſs it;be. that one 


of my _—— do _ Senſis 
prov Firſt, 'That £ 
Eaſtern year, which conſitogþaf ten Mombs, 
Nl ny cles Mob gogets a 
ings cue was ; 
for the birſt. of theſe per or ge 
malus his Year conſiſted hatiof ten Mons, 
Ovid expaedly ills us in his Faſts, rol | 
'w 2my lo borts 
ditereret cign condite arkvgls 
C Teng menſes quingue by fc ſas (ow 


For which the larood Pot alledges f 
veral reaſons, the firſt is taken from 


the ſuppoſed ignorance of Romulus in the 
courſe and motion of the Stars. Sch 


ya — Bing and Ruth 

Seilices arms magis quam fidera, Rontuls, 
Sag fltvins vincere major erat. 

Bur this by his favour could not be « good 


IF 


at 
F585 
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Per totidem menſes, a funere conjugis, uxor 


Suftinet in vida triftia fgna dowe. 
| And 


> 
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Boat and Ruth, 
And this 1 do hot deny to be a 
cadet Fateh eros 2's he 


Fs, 


true one; nay, I am rather of « 
the cont#ary 18 true, thiit is, that the reafon 


why the Year conſiſted of ten was 

o{ dovntiſ the Widow monred long 
Ns OE 
wi hy 


Hug&bard, 


hy | 
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i Brabam, Gen. 18. 10, 


Boaz, and: Ruth: 
Qued fatls of wtero matris dum prodeat 


. Hoc anno Para temporis «i ſatis. 


And this diſcovers withal from whence the 
Romans had their ancient Year, for there || 
is noqueſtion.but they receiyed.it from the 
Eaſt, , where. there was ſuch a Periqd of ten 
Os a es 1 —_ 
1 w was ; 
peculiarly called the-time of life. 
called it in a x omiſe made to- 4+ 
" , Lnidertanbyenen 
ante thee according #0 the time of life, 
lo Sazah thy Wife ſha have. a Son." Fo. 
that t oak qpate a fixt.and.certain; Period, 
by which it. was well underſtood, what time 
was meant in thoſe days; appears 
by 7. 14: where it is called tbe ap inted 
#1me. '1s any thing too hard for-the Lord a-at, 
the time  appainted will { returs | unto thee, 
according to. the time of life, and Sarah fall 
ork Son. And. that we may ſec morg 
AN Hae this ys $5 an/aſul Period in. a-tho 
Ss.w : hich is how. mentioned; 
org ; expreſſing ity 
pas. ſame words arere peated *in a like 
caſe, ( the Prophet Eliſe to to the Shunam- 
ze Woman , 2 Kings 4. 16, about this 


ſeaſon 


Boz and Ruth. 


ſeaſon accoriing 't6' the time of life , rhow 


alt embrace a Son. and again, v.17. Aud 
H_ conceived and bare 'a Son pos > 


| feaſor that Eliſha bad ſaid ants ber, accord: 
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jr prac of life ; AY by ebis 
printed time of life, mewn. raret n_ 
was underſtood, is 


cnn.od the thing it ite the yo 
riods of parturition, from the words of the 
Text themſelves, eſpeciall tort we compare 

them with the verſion of the Seventy, 9: wh 
tranſlate Mohed and _ — at this 
time or this appointed time by xgigg and 
beg, inthe. places of Genefis which I have 


thoſe of. Kings, ds F xg1e gv TETV, Gs 1 
which paſſages are not foto bei DC 
as if rhe Angel in one place, or the Pro- 
phet -in the other had ſaid, at zhis time 
twelve Months'T will return unto thee, or 
this time twelve Months thou ſhall Er Fes 
a Child, but at the return of this ſeaſon of 
the Tear, which muſt of neceſſity happen 
within lefs then ten Months dividing the 
Year into four Gy each of which is 


mO_—_ x94e g5 Or and 
real r/o as in that key the 


frſ of Genefis, where the Stars: are ap- 
pointed Leotboth, Oulemobadim, Oulcjamim, 
+ ons For figs, and for ſeaſons, w 

or 
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And by Oi in the Seer FR 


Sive age. boſs qairis priſcis.of Shaſebigh, 
Pye regj nomen poſuere 
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" Boaz and Ruth. 
and this got for any of the 


2p 


a telo penit in a/tra Dexs 


Sow guts Romanis jpxerat itiy Cures,' | 


__ gs _ oy 
0 ex F 

Corveli, tibi, namgs ts ſalcbas, 

Meas eſſe alignid putare nuges. 


OO Britand Rath" 
veruour--of che- Ciradel,” or From tif 
a 'Tar © EG _—_ 
tiquity with having betrayed it to the Ro- 
mays, for want of more: likely tale to 

ve arr accobnt of the Frymen of the place; 
but becauſe 'rhe-Idols, which the Romans 
Worſhipt,' which Idols are properly called. 
Teraphjm in Hebrew, and in conſtrudtion 
Tarphei, were in that Mountain kept and 


* The manner of Romalus his beirig trariſl4- 
ted to Heaven, according to the relation bf 
thoſe who pretended to be Eye witneſſes 
of it, was either a pretended imitation or 
a manifeſt corruption of "the ſtories of 
Enoch and Elijah in the facred Volume, 
and the ſtratagem by which rhe 'Romans 
procured Wives to themſelves, having none 
of that Sex among them, by inviting the 
Sabines to come and ſee the Conſualia Ce- 
lebrated by them in Honour of Neptunss 
Equeſtris, 1s anſwered exactly by the ſtory 
of the Benjamites with relation to the 
ter of $h1/ob in the laſt Chapterof the 
Book of Judges, fo that not only as to 
names and words, but as 'to events. arid 
things themſelves there is þ ya and uns 
deniable Orientaliſm in the Roman ſtory, 
as 15 evident before we'leave Romulus by 
the name of Rheq the veſtal Virgin (im» 


pregna? 
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—— 
for this Egeriais. Hl No "Pant 
tells us ia the Cabaliftic Feetan and d4rcant Lan- 


Sali, the Avcilia and the Laperciz.I thall 
Pals, my conjefture at the meaning of all 
theſe, ad £ canchade this digrelhos, the 
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328: | 
Salii were the Prieſts of. Mars, twelve in. 


" eacly Een ca el; there us none like God, ot 


MN Bhi and Ruth, 


number; with - Shields or Targets called 
Ancilia,-from'E1 or Al which the Latins 
6all Sf, as much a Solii, the Prieſts in ge» 
neral of "God, 'or more particularly of the 
Sun,- tcowhich all the Heathen Deities are 
reducedby! Macrobius, and I appeal to any 
Man'w herther this be not a better Erymon 
thenrhe-common one a Saliendo, eſpeci- 
ally«i6-you conſider theſe two things ; Firſt, 

What. #acrohius tells us, that in his time 
the Satti:did not underſtand their own 
ws x row folema Hymns, which ſhews 
thetir6:have been written in ſome Exotique 
Language and probably in the Eaſtern. And 
Secondly, That 'the ſame perſons are by 
Catullus, Epigr, 17. called Saliſabſuli,which, 
ifthis Ptymo were true, would be at 
once #fuliendo & a ſabfiliendo, which is per- 
fect non-ſenſe as any _—_— be. 

- Again, their Arms or Targets were cal- 
led Azcilia, not ab Ancidendo, as the Gram» 
marians would have it, without any ground 
in hay to favour their conjure, but 
becauſerhe'Salit in their dances were uſed, 
_ conceive; in certain yrs to beat 

| u their Shields, ingeminatin 
ry rg honour. of their God, Eos 


there. is noxe like our God, which it is very 
natural 
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Boaz and Rath. 32; 
natural and eaſie for any Mari to conceive 

them to have done. Laſtly, The Luperci 

the Prieſt of Pax,or of the ick and 
Plaſtick nature of the univerſe, whoſe bu. - 
ſineſs it was to run naked though theStreets, 
Malierum palmas uteroſque caprind pelle feri- Liogd lew 
entes, qua -re facunditatem & facilem par-"Grrge. & 
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tum fieri putabunt, had their name from the 7*** ** 


words which they ſeem to have prodoun- 
ced in the performance of this Superſtiti- 
ous office , /ow parothka ,. or lou parothk. 
«tinam parias, and though the Original of 
theſe things be driven back by ſome as far 
as Evander himſelf, at his Firit coming in- 
to /taly, which according to the general 
computation is a great while before the 
time of Numa, yet 1t is fuffictent that they 
were moſt certainly and moſt ſolemnly 
practiſed in his time, and that when ever 
they. began, as the Chronology of thoſe 

es is very confuſed,” yet they are moſt 
probably of Eaſtern growth, and ſpeak 4 
Language intellivible to the Eaſt, but nox 
to any other beſides them. - 

But to return to that which occaſioned 
this digreſſion, and that is the Romulian or 
the ten Month Year : Another inſtance re- 
maining_ to this day of the ancient Period 
of ten ths in the Eaſt, is to be found | 
in' the wdpg- of the''Babylonians , for the 

W Y 2 Babylonians 


See the 


moſt lcarn- 


Bahylenians on Chaldeans had three ſeveral 


waysancieatly of meaſuring time, by their 


Y tory explained ; 
Kings they tell us Rei One 
hundred and twenty Sari, but what Period 
of tirae the z4G- was, is not ſo eaſje to 
determine, Heſychius is content to tell us 
in the general that it was de gd,uds Ti abs 


KeſfovAgricrs, A certain number or meaſure of 


time among the Babylonians, but there 1s 
a fragment of Abydenus preſerved in Euſe- 
biw, which gives a mare particular account 


edL. Bp.of Of the MALLET, ZdpG- ) igv Lfaxgna x; T4 


CheBer 


ax0us fra, the z4pG@- contains Three thou» 


ng ſand Six hundred Years, and with 4bydenus 
tic.1.p.59- Beroſus and Alexander Polybiftor da exattly 


, fametimes no very 


ju II WT at” ranray nee 
end twenty Sari, amounting to ſo vaſt 


2nd prodigious a number, being in all Four 
hundred thirty two cars, which 
areall of them to have been ta- 


ken upin the Reign of ten Kings only; fo 
thes one King wink eqotime cho quageeninn 
will be Forty three thouſand two hundred 
Vears a piece, an incredible time for the 
whole bfe, and much more for the Reign 
of ane Man, which is but a part of it, and 
this was the reaſon why Axioxes and Pone- 
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dores with great concluded theſe 
Babylonian Years to be indeed but 
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(as I have demonſtrated elſewhere that e- picourt 


y revolution of any ' of the 


began, is | 
Latin, rightly called Shavab, <vinens, 
and = and this conjefture of theirs 
was no other then the very truth, not only 
as to the z4p@-, but as to the wing-, and 
the z55G-, as I will now by chewing 
the Erymology of each, a Doron: 
s Three hound Sx hundred 
in this oy mrg any mo 
reduce theſe Days into NE Vane the? 
proceeding according to the molt þ 
equation of the Suns courſe, of 
three hundred Sixty five Days and & quar- 
eer-in cach Year, have made the whole S2- 
ros ta be but nine Years, fix Months, aad 
pc __ whereas according to the ac- 
the Chaldears themiclves, whoſe 
Solar Year conſiſted but of Three handred 
Sixty days, the whole Saros contained 
tea entire and Years, I do not fay 
or mean 


account 2nd eſteem of thoſe unskilfull Ages, £=e»4 
till at laſt by the variation of the ſcaſpns of ,, © 
the Year, or at leaſt by n 
this in tune 


of the true 


in themſelves, but in the «. wat Scal. da 


_ L Jo 
he that Stilings 
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the AZgyptian Prieſts bethought rhemſelves 
and Five Days more to the'ancient 
account, of which Plutarch from the mo- 
numents of the Agyprians hath given a fa- 
bulous account, which it is needleſs to men- 
tion; it is ſufficient that the ancient Solar 
Year conſiſted of no more then Three 
hundred and ſixty days, now Three hun- 
dred and fixty days multiplyed by ren, 
make Three thouſand Six hundred, which 
was the Chaldean Saros, From the He- 
brew haſar, by the Elifion of the Gzttu+ 
ral, which is in a manner a Quieſcent let- 
ter, and fo it appears in the verſion of the 
Seventy in the proper names, who ſome- 
times leave it perfectly out, as in heden, 
which they have expreſſed by zu, with- 
out taking any notice of the Conſonant at 
all, though ſometimes they render it by 
the Grecian Gamma, as in hamorah, 
V6 eget , Chedarlaomer , 703:Myruoe and 
the like; and by the ſame Analogy with 
this from the proper name Asſhur, ' which 
begins with an Aleph, a Quieſcent letter, 
we have not only the Greek” *aoxdpig-, but 
ſometimes by the Elifion .and Omiſſion of 
the Quieſcent zipG-, ſo that the Analogy 
being ſo perfeR, and anſwering ſo exactly 
to the thing pretended to be explained by 
it ; I make no ſcruple contidently to _—_ 

| that 
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that this is a plain and true account, of the 
Saros _ will be ſtill aps pr rogprwat 
by conſidering the  ndp@ and the 'z&«>, 
which I am = going, very-brixfly co: ex- 
lain ;| and as the Saros was:.a Period of 
hree thouſand Six hundred Days pr tea 
ſolar Years, ſo is the Neiros an intervalliof 
Six hundred Days, or two times of-life, or 
Periods of ten Solar Months, and the;Sofes 
of Sixty Days, or of two ſuch-Months-as 
the Neros had ten ; as to the firſt of them 
it is to be noted, that in Hebrew Neckirim 
or Nechiraim ſignitie the two Noſtills, from 
the Singular Nachir, whence, by ;th6:Elife 
on of the Guttural is the Latin »ar; na#is ; 
and by the ſame expedient, that:js;;. by 
omitting theGuttural which the Greeks cans 
not properly expreſs by any letter of their 
own, proceeds that which in the Cha/dean 
account of time was called the n*p@+, be- 
ing two equal and ſimilar Periods of time, 
as the Noſtrils are ſimilar and fellows to 
one another, which making up together 
Six hundred, it is manifeſt thateach Period 
conſidered by it ſelf, muſt on both fides be 
an equal Period of, Three hundred Days, 
ora Year of Ten, Months according to the 
time of life, which was the thing 1 under- 

took to prove, and to make the 
yet more clearly out, we have the ſame in 
Y 4 NGAg- 
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Nig, Which is from the Hebrew Nachal, 
or as 'the Aigypriass might call it. 
: Nachil, by the Elifion of the ſame Cherb, 
which 661 Have faid cannot be 
and truly anfwered by any Greek Letter 
whatſoever, and fo what tie Hebrew calls 
the Landof Chavilab, Gen. 2.15. which is 
by the River Phiſon, that ris 
Seventy call war , and other Authors 
*'KerAn, bothby the Elifion of the Gurtural, 
and both meaning 4fricaby it,of which this 
*KEd\y was a promonmory tpwards the Sea 
fide,from whencethe wholeCoaſt might ve- 
ry wellderive its name; and 1 hope this may 
pas for #5 handſome a conjeure, us the 
#6 1Jag of ſome other Learned men, upon 
nobeerer grounds then'only becauſe ' Feſtus 
who did not underſtand the punick Lan- 
Dee, hath been pleaſed to tell us, thax 
Abyl. in that Lingnage does ſignifie mow- 
rem exe lfuns. - 
But let that be as it will, yer chat by 
Havilah, Africa is underſtood, is plain to 
me from what is added concerning the 
place, Gen.” 2:11, 12. There 5s Gotd, and 
the Gold of that Land is. good, For the Goid 
of Ophir was famous all over the Eaſt, «nd 
Ophir and Africaarethe fame, and ſo were 
Wars Hab ma mann the lame, 
is; they Weobotiehe Serwuf gy 6 
| en. 
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anc! 66 ta and borh of them 
co-inhabitants of 


= 


was called $ho4/b, , as the 
Rs Wn oy 
$6 thar it is now clear, which was the 
Firſt thing to be proved, that there was 
anchently inthe Eaft a Period of rime con. 
ſiſting of Ten Months, allowing to each 
Month Thirty Days, which it the Sacred 
ſtory is called rhe rime of Life, and which 
being doabled did conſtirate the - of 
the Babylenians, againſt which if it be ob- 
of th Ns he ppt 
ry eF the Year a$ 
of Twelve Months ; tothis rhete 
we two to be anſwered, Firſt, Thet 
Moſes i his account of rhe Floud does with- 
—_— reduce the Years of rhat ape, 
to me-ſeern t@®have been only Lu- 
—— Catculation of his own tire; 


Eon 
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to be an excellent perſon, hath made it his 
buſines Elaborately to defend the Years 


\ of the Patriarcks to have been ſolar Years, 


which I do no more believe, then I do that 
they were ſo many ſeveral revolutions. of 
the Circle of Saturn, therefore I will take 
time to conſider further of it. But a $6 
cond anſwer to this objection, which is te 
ken from the length of the 4» 
tidilwvian Years, is this, that theſe two 
Periods the ſo/ar and that of Tex Months, 
are not inconſiſtent together, ſince nothing 
hinders but that they might both be uſed at 
the ſame time, not only with relation to 
difterent things, but alſo ro the ſame,though 
by a different way and meaſure of com 
ration, as it is certain before E/iſba's time 
that the Year of Twelve Months obtained 
the Fews, as is manifeſt by Davids 
jon of the Years of human life, 
ariſing no higher then Threeſcore and ten 
or Fowrſcore, which is the uſual Period of 
it now a days, in ſuch as live temperately 
and are ſtrongly made, but yet Eliſha, long 
aſter Davids time, makes mention of the 
time of life , which#was a Period of 7es 
Months, as hath already been proved, and 
ſo the Chaldeaxs at the ſame time they had 
their Neiros, had their Saros alſo, one of 


which was a Period ——— 
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if life, and the other by the ſolar Tear. 
: Tam far from denying, 'thar the ſolar 
Year was in the Eaſt a very ancient mea- 
fure of rime, ir was as ancient as Nama a- 
the Romans, who to'the Tex of Re- 
wulns added Two more, and thoſe both of 
them as to their very names taken from the 
Eaſt, but - what was the exa&t form. of 
Namd's Year, is not ſo eafie at this diſtance 
of time to tell, only thus much we know 
from what _ hath ns us —_— 
ing ir, that to it was neit 
Ciokep nor ole wall oaiied of Twelve 
Months, 'and that the intercalations of each 
beyond the Lunar Year were fo ordered, 
as that in Twenty Tears time the account 
was made even, and the New Moon an- 
ſwered exatly to the ſame place; from 
whence the Sun fet out Twenty Years ago. 
The words of Livy concerning Nama are 
theſe, in his Firſt Book, Omnium ( inter 
Romanos) primem ad curſum lung in dus- 
decim menſes deſcribit annum , quem, quia 
Tricenos dies fmgulis menſibus [ana non ex- 
pler, deſuntque dies ſolido anno qui ſolftith 
ali, circumagitur orb#, intercalares 


bus interponendo ita diſpenſavit, ut vi 


anno ad metam eandem- ſolis unde orft eſſent, 


plenis annorim omninm ſpatiis dies congyu- 
erent, Which place of Livy never yer ex- 
plajncd 


: 
E 


Numd's Year as I have ſai _ her 
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if attended to, infallibly condutt us to the 
. truth it ſelf, for if the New Moon by vir« 


tue of this intercalation, be at the end- of 
. Tweaty arms rt co-incident with the 


a Moathly ſegment of 
a then there being Twelv apr 


incidences in Twenty mba; all * them 
happening from one another at the diſt 
ance of a Twelfth or ſegment of the 
Solar Circle; for Twelve. times Twenty 
Months, is Twenty times Twelve Moaths, 
it will unayoidably S_ that at the end 
of Twenty Years theſe co-incidences will 
have run through the Zodiac, and willfall 
upon the ſame point from whence they 
firſt ſet out, which is an exact [aterpreta 
tion of the words of Livy; Vt vi ond 
quoque anno ad metam eandem ſolis hs, . orft 
eſſent, plenis annorum omuium ſpatiis, dies 
congruerent. 

The late Eminently Learned Fobn Fri- 
deric Gronovius hath in FA _ of Oh 
ſervations a particular diſquifition upon 
this place of Livy, which I Remember to 
have-read many Years ago, but at this 
diſtance I am nor able to give any parti» 
cular account of it, only that it is not-that 
which I have given, :and_that it 
as I take, it, upon & different 
many Elaborate Criticiſms. which ce pl 
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is without queſtion no.other then the very. 
oaks and carries its own evidence along 
with it. 

The two Months which Naina added to 
Romulus his Year, were January and- Fe- 
bruary, for the Year of Romalus began in 
March, according to that of. Ovid, 


Martis erat primus menſis, veneriſque ſe+ 
candus. 


And again, preſently after ſpeaking of the 
Year of Numa, he ſays, 


At Nama nec Janum, nec avitas preterit 
wmbras, 


Menfibus antiquis appoſaitque duos. 


Janus 'or Fanuarixs is from the Hebrew 
Shanah ſignifying a Tear , not that a 
Month —_ Year are the ſame,any other- 
wiſe then in the Luvar fenſe, but that 'in 
this Month the: Year returned into it ſelf, 


it was of theVear paſt;and the 
inning of that which was: to:come; 
therefore Janes was Painted with ? wo Faces, 


ing two ſeveral ways, the -one back- 
ward upon the Year paſt, and the other 
forward 


3354 HBoazandRuh 
ponnys #5 mn new Year, and id | 5 
one rods he was called Cy | 4s be- | ha 
CC ——— hi 
ther Patulcius by of his ; ing the. 1 m 
MewVeara he fpeaks of himſelf tn the Fes, ih 


| Pc 
Momins ridebie midi Papa lobais ide 
Ez mode ſacrifice C luftus ore vocer, 
Secilices alt erne voluit rudis ifa vetuſtas 
Nomine diverſas pynificare vices. 
And in another place a very little above ſp 
1 ve 
(terral | re 


fuicquid ubique vides celum, mare, nubila, | ſy 
Omnia ſunt noſtri clauſa patentque manu, 
Me penes eff wwn vaſtt | 
jus vertend;i cardinis omne meum ef}. Ca 


Becauſe the duration of all theſe things is | 77 
meaſured by time, which time is opened 
and ſhut up by. Fax in that manner which {| j, 
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And this is the reafon he gides'of Saturs's 
having the ſame device upori the Teverſe'of” 
_— op rn Medals, though” it had beer * 
y applyed to himfelf concern-" 
ng when apA Get was'axked by the 


Sed chr cet py 3 
Altera fignata eft, altera fortra bireps 2 þ 


To the laſt of which Queſtions,” for he” 


ſpeaks firſt to the laſt of theſe, he is' "not 
very clear in his Anſwer, but - '' haveaF' 
ready explained it, to the former ' he og 
ſwers Thus : 
'  Camiem,” 
Cauſſa ratis ſudereſt, Thuſcum rate vent in" 
Ante per errato falcifer orbe- Deus. . 
Fac ego ſaturnum memini tellure receptum, 
Celitibus regnis ab jove pulſus erat, 
Inde din genti manfit ſaturnia Nomen, | 
Dita guoq; eſt Latium terra latente Deo 
At bona poſteritds puppim ſervavit ineve, 
* Hhſpitis adventum teſtificata De. It 


Now it had been much more pert:neatto 
have ſpoken this concerning himſelf, . and 
ſuch an Anſwer as this, ſo ſeemingly for- 
reign to the Queſtion propoſed, cannot 

4 other» 
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,x6congiled to. any & 


__ Times apa by cheehe hag 
b A he fithe,whi 
ot tf TOE and, ſo is Fanus the firſt, 
that is, the oldeſt Month in the Year, and 
as Saturn c_ by Ship to way at 

anus tag, and the Romaxs were beholdir 
4 ſome Eaſtern Traditions, for the name of 
this and other Months, as well as forthe 
__ them all, and for the form of 
their, Year. . The Analogy is perfeR, na- 
_ and eaſie, for as from zavs, is Juno, 
from 26yQ- Fagan, ſo from Shanah, which 
it is likely anciently pronounced with 
the Sibilus of a z, Janes, as at this day a- 
moog. us, almoſt all thoſe words, whi 
are pronouced by us with an /, are by the 
Iohghitants of Somerſerſbire and thoſe Weſt 
ern parts, pronounced by a z. 

From Janxs is Faxua, becauſe of its two 
Faces or {urfaces, one of which looks :»ward 
towards the Houſe or Temple, and the 0+ 
ther oxtward or abroad into the World, or 
as it is excellently expreſſed by the ſame 
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-Omnis babet geminas , bine atque binc 
 Jannd frontes, 
1B gaibns hat populam ſpeftat, at ia 
'_Larem. 


And from Jaws is Janitor, ds mich as to 
fay fhanitor , from' ſSanah iterare ' becauſe 
ho watclies both ways at onec, «nd looks 
afice all thaf goin or come out, 5 Faves 
himſelf ſpeaks in the ſame place, | 


Utg; ſedens veſter, primi prope limina tefti, 
' Fanitor egrefſus introitnſque videt ; 
Ste ego perſpicio eeleſtis janitor aule, 

"  Eoat partes, Heſperiaſque fimul. 


-- Laſtly for the fame reaſon, that the firſt 
Month of Numa #nd of the more perfect 
Roman Year was called Fannaery, from 
ſhanab iterare, of ſhanth annus, becauſe in 
this Month-the New Year begins, and be« 
emi(e this Month louks backward and for- 
ward, upory the Year paſt and to cone; for 
the very ſame reaſons the Old AZgyprians 
and at this day their poſterity the Coprtites 
deſcribe the Year, by a ſerpent returning 
neo himſelf, as the Year does, and Bitei 
his Feat, which chey call waod,; from 
Hebrew Naſhak, which ſignifies to Hire; 

' £ 2 becauſe 
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| becauſe the end of one Year and the begin« 


ning of another are contiguous, and dgjas 
it were bite and tread upon one another. 

. Numa's Second Month was called.as ours 
is now- February, and this was alſo taken 
from the Eaſt, where the Ammonites were 
uſed to make their Children paſs thoroovgh 
the Fire to .Molock, as ſome conjeQure. by: 
way of Sacrifice, and as others would have 
it by way of luſtration, -but as I amof opt+ 
nion, for both of theſe cauſes; and this paſ- 
fing through, is by the Hebrew expre 
by the verb habar, whence the hajin being 
rurned .into the /Zoligue, digamma, as-in 
ſome other inſtances that have been al 
ready mentioned, the Latin Februa is'de- 
rived ; by which word all things that were 
uſed in their luſtrations was ſignified, and 
not only Februa, but Febris allo, which ug 
a kind of paſing through the Fire, as the 
Ammonites did, and thence it is called in 
Greek. ar-prroc ; for the ſignification, of Fe- 
bris itis well enough known, and for the 
orher we have the Authority of the ſame 
Ovid in the Second of his Faſti. | 


Febraa Romani dixere piamina patres, ' 
Nunc guoq; dant verbo plurima ſigna fidem. 
Pontifices il rege petunt © flamine lanas, 
Kueis veteri lingull februa nomen erat, .; 
T (2neque 
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av capit liflor domibus pargamina certis, 
*,1Torrida cim mica farra vocantar 4dem.. \ 
Nomen idem ramo qui ceſus ab arbore purd, 
.» Caſta Jacerdotum tempora frond: tegit. 
Ipſe exo flaminicam poſcentem februavidi, 
Februa' poſcenti pinea virga data eff\>.'' -i 
Deniq; quodcung; eſt quo pettora noſtra piantur 
Foc apud intonſos nomen bhabebat.\ruos. 
And by exaQtly the ſame Analogy with this, 
there are two other words which come juſt 
now into my mind, and which. T/did not 
think of before, which are very _ of 
Hebrew Origination, the firſt is facis, from 
the Hebrew haſah, as appears not only by 
the Analogy it ſelf) which is-the-dame in 
all theſe words,  buralſoiby the exa& agree- 
meat of them both -not only in their-com- 
Mon, bur even in rtheirmare rare/and un- 
uſual ſignification 5 how rhey:agree'in their 
common ſignification 1s. known to-all, thar 
underſtand any thing of theſe: marrers, or 
will -but- conſult” an Hebrew Lexicon; for 
their information; but rhey have alſothjs pe- 
culiar ſignification both in Hebrew and La- 
tin, ” te-the [ah rim Fines order- 
ing of any Aximal by killing, flaying, em- 
bowel = Roaſti wo Boiling tie 
for Sacrifice or Food, ſo the! Hebrew word 
is. uſed, Gen. 18+ 7. And Abraham ras 
wnto the Herd, and fecht a Calf ' tender 
| | 7 
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gud good, and gave it to eyutgewoge i 
jw dreſs it, that is, to do every thing 
which was requifite to the making is 


for food ; the Hebrew words are Famer | 


lahafith otboh, momentum arr yy © 
is uſed in that known place of Firgit * 


Cum faciam vitali pro fragibu—— 


And from thence istarnifex, @ carne facien- 
da, and ſacrifcium, 4 faciende facro. . 
The Second: inſtance is in the A/ehrew 
heth, whence is the Latin fatum; heth' is 
8 time Or an appointed time, and farum is 
that hour which pecſides over tuch ap» 
_—_ and ſeaſons, and bri ery- 
thing to in its predeſtin n'd 
deans, #71, according, to the opinion 
of the ancients, as is manifcft by that place 
of Sezecaand by many others, where 
ing, to the ſentiments of the 
Stoicks he fays, Eadem neceſirtas etiam devs 
alligat, irrevecabilis divina pariter as bus 
aut 4a ille ipje _— conditey 
fata, fed ſequitmr, 
huſſtt ; , and juſt fo. Owid 
his Favs as having the. dominion 
of all penſry in Heaven and Eaeeh, in 
wards that have decn.aheady raken notice 
ay; again, & little after, Jouas ſaink of 
Prefideo 
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and Romans burning the Bodies of their 
dead; depended upon the: ſame reaſon, be- 
cauſe they., had. received it, e-by tradition 

from the Eaſt, that a dead Carkaſs was an 
proqncy = and that fire was a Sy _ 
| rument of cleanacls and <7 
; cadign, . and therefore they, applied the. one 
- to rhe other; this realpa 15 expreſly afſiga- 
ed by che: old Scholiaft ypop 4Yomer ; where 
ing,of Cillus the 4urga or Charioteer 
OF who on at Fara 85 they 
Were y . of. Pelopon- 
eſus, ae Fol Lþ Ts d& co Fight = 
;1645.the 4acher. of 4Hippedamia,who would 
.n9t tn x Daughter upon any other 
Jrs,, thep..ta:ſych as-could firſt Archeive 


«of hjmſelt;, which ,had ber 
ESD any, of. br. ers he = 
Zoo (ml ner} 2) | AG Gov wh 
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that, ate P ps in, ou 5 ; a 
Legbus wr bis way to Pala, has.coacbman: Cik 


lus. died, and appear 40 Pelo s, whbp was 
great hy efliied for Top death in dream,.. be 


ad at once bemoan his own misfor tune, and 
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begy" of Pelops- te bg Sary care. _ the _— 
neral julta -or-exequize 
at which Pelops arifeng out: ke po_ 
ter be clogs ar x arg 0 of rs > pane 
Carkaſs Fire, qt #he rods 7 ghar 
rected a 7 Menninent. ta the me- 
mory .of Citlus over them; anda. lutle at- 
ter he cites, @ paſſage of Karipides $0\the 
ſame purpole , though this was not the 
thing which odgead enrbenta Dre 
of tele plac» | nrdiiw no; - 

T ,21R6q 73499 Smet ni! So 116f 
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And* as Fir 7e, ſo vi" 
laſtratians by 
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prongs Prleus gaogiie Plex _ 
frame car oo Acaſtus ag 
Ore egpdatewyetrog roo 
a n 
Anephiaraides ph 90 
Sofve #far, diviir, ſohvit @ ile nefas. 
Ab! — + rift ia criminta red, 
Flantned col 8 putetys agus / 


2<erapdemniratbation i 
connexion with it, I have difeourfed thore 


in ſome other , which toge- 
ther with ſome othar Hirtons of incon- 
fiderable bulk,. I. to make _ 
ſome time or othes under- the of 


MiſceDanies 
ror Thoigh Ovid frathi already t Id 
hm oh two Mooghs to Re- 
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| ora 
But I confeſs am: of Ovid's fit opini 

that the ancient Year of Romulus þ 
cd . of tex \ Monrds,; Firſt, Becauſe March 
was manifeſtly the beginning of a Year 
in ſome ancient xcounror ether, #3 is nid- 
nifeſt by the narnes of Quinailty, Sexrilir, 
Sepnember, te. which aretormputed- from 
it. dy, The SararigWte' wore cele- 
brated iv December, and Sarurw feartis to 
have been Wo inf Nukplong before 
the times of ' or of Roarnehes Hin 


irlf, as ermas po ye moe 
mtr Þ \Dectmruiri\, he to be 
the very ancienteft of alt the Dlities work 
thipped in that Cogntry, as 
ly appear from amr ny ont 
ken. Thirdly, The name of the Month 
Martins, whit is fron Mary is takwifeft- 
ly of Hebrew Origination, notwithſtand- 
iag\that the Decemviri received all yo 
, WS 
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Laws and Inſtitutions from Greece, for 
Mars.is Mechareſb, he that makes or . ſet 


the weapons:of Har, bythe Elſon of the 


Guttural. ebeth,\ as in. ſeveral inſtances aþ 


ready. produced. ,-from char w_ 
Pn angry nn grreennunp 


charaſh, tor a Smith; or other — 
ficer: and machareſha is interpreted, rutrum, 


farculem; and; machareſheth, wvomer, and the 


Sabine word quiris was from the ſame root 


$6 lgnifaſts Spear, ts tells us, 
" © Haters priſeis W ditta ſakinis, | 


And thence: "Quicites, isas much as to lay, 
aſtati, who ywere. a particular Order of 
Rr$-ie; tho: Roman Camps , as may. 
be {eco in, many-placcs dry >" and by re 
xRing ihe. Formative, and, diſſolving the 
cs rye Hg nt is-rhe 
Gy otro ers ny + the 
Hebrew: charaſhy: Ogmitying: a or 

ether ki iQ! Iron, or. nſtruments of 
War, oy they be for perſonal Comi- 


A Yo *Aprs )is- both in that 
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And! by retaining the Guttural,. as in (ui- 
Mis. bg mes Mercurius,'by the addi- 
ton of *Mar ſignifying 4/:Prince or Lord, 
as much 5:to- ſay, Mar Choreſb, the chief 
Engineer: or chief Devifer, as Mercary was 
by the ancients fuppoſed' ro be the God of 
lubtuty, mes rm invention, who is 
called -in (Greet iopuis,' that is, HToarami, 
the 4fyrian God, whom they Worſhipped 
by caſting. of Stones, to which that place 

ot-the Prdyerbs,is by the moſt-Learned and 
Skilfull of: the: Jewith Interpreters th 

to. refer,.c..26. 8. 4s he that bindeth a} = 
Stone in a Sling, ſo is be that giveth Ho mud. in 
nor to a Fool, where the word: Margemajy Mortal. | 
which we Tranſlate: a: Sling, :15 by ſome'o —_ 
the-beſt-- of the Jewiſh expoſitors, inters: cir. «e & 
preted by” acerves /apidam, and ſorhe' vul» 75-11% 
gar Latin renders it,” likewiſe; ficat ' quh Filicem, 
mittit lapiders:im: acervam mercurii, Oc. as 

much as to: ſay, that _—_ Honor : to. 4 

Fool, hath ſome reſemblance. and agree» 


ment with Idolatry ;. becauſe it is in both 
caſes the- placing :Honor upon a falſe 
obxR, and theſc heaps of. Stones were by.,, z.. 
the Greeks called igucexcs and ipuator {gay Out! in 
as the Statues of Mercary-himielf were by int i* 
the Greeks called ipuat. and by Cornelius 

Nepos, Hernig.- | | 


lice. 


Where- 
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Whereforemy opinion upon the whole | 
Bean rage way, oe as | _ 
have ſaid , conſiſted of #ew Months , 
that theſe 1s Months were added afters 


was ſo unperic@, that they had no other 
Months in their Year, which anſwers ex- 
adly to the So/os of the Cha/deays 
deſcribed, and might well give 0c- 
cation to or” mcg" in ; and {6 
much ma ce to' have. .u 
pare entre ws. x 
; , Caart was 
rome A aertoaf ten Months, — 
intoit ſelf, by which they anciently mea- 
fured time in the Ef, which I think is 
we fon hat in che 
But , Tam to prove that in c 

Eaft the w/jary of Money and other thi 
was Monthly from w—_ 
lows the Year to have conſiſted 
of ren Months, that the «ſure centefima was 
ten in the hwadred, that is, one in ton for 
the . Year; and for the proof of this 1 
ſhall firſt ſhew that ic was ſo among the 
Romans, whom: I have already ſhewn not 
only to have borrowed the. names of fome 
of their Months from thence, but alſo the 


very 
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——-T rifes miſers. wenere Halende, 


Although in aoather place he ſaith thas 
the Ides were the tunes when the Credi- 
tors.called ig their Money. 4 egpod.——ed.1 1 


——Fexerater Alphius 
Omnem relegit Idibus pecuniom, 
Querit calendis ponere. 


To which words Yofins bath fubjayacd 
oy, Comment. Jduuny ea, menviait Pocta, 

Exerat 5 mas, ut quampgaans 
ers - oy OS dans in ldas 
cencederent dilationem,, Quan: conſuctudi> 
nemaitPythans reperifſe ſe a vereri g/ofſario 


anno- 


that 'did'Calendi ponere, 
Mony apon the Calends or the New Moo, 
as 07h tells-us in this place they did, 
that the Uſe muſt become due at the ext 
Calends, or at the return of 'the New 


Moon, and if they _ not exact the Uſe 


or call in the Price e a—oh _ Ides or the 
Full Moon, this in —_ way of 
forbearance, not by any wn right in 
the Debtor todefer ik payment ſo long, 


But Secondly,not only the names of ſeveral. 


of the Roman Months, but alſo of the Ca- 
lends, Nones, and Ides into which the Ro- 
warnMonthiwas divided were manifeſtly de- 
riv ed to them from the Eaſt. Indeed Foar- 
wes Tzetzes in his Chiliads tells us a plea- 
fant ſtory of three very charitable and well 
_—_— Gentlemen , whoſe names were 

dus, 1dus and Nomes.thefirſt of which 
fed and ſupported the” Ciry"of Rome ina 


great Famine' eighteen "days, the fecond 


eight, andthe laſt of them four ; and in 
this he is followed by: Ba/lſamon upon the 
councils, 


put out their 


20 5x 2» 02% 


I ky ee? 


TONE IST 2 | 
is ,nadefiien a2 and Ruth, panics FIN 
Eudcly but who ee wot the impoſe 
ol. thy nt Tale ? eſpecially if we con- 
Ars | mer which falls ſo much 
| lower , than; the, known Antiquity of 
\ | the Romgn Month, Macrobius and Fe- 
"| /as and. Qt thy 04ve much more of pro- 
| bability in the accounts which they 
"| give; bur yer their accounts are far from 
"I the truth; it ſelf, which they did not un- 
» | derſtand for want of skill if the Learning 
8 of the. Eaſt, arid were for the ſame reaſon 
" | ignoragg of the far greateſt part of the An- 
| | riquities of The Calende they tell 
, | bus werea Calando, becauſe then the Qui- 
* | rites were ſummoned to a general Aſſem- 
bly in the Caria Kalabra, the None were 
ſo called , gued ab iiſdem novem dies ad 
| Jdus putarentyr, and the /dus were from 
the-Greek &/G- ,. Or qu, vidus 4 videndo, 
or from. an , obſolute verb. /dzare which 
ſignifies - as much as dividere, either bes 
cauſe at the 7des, that is, the Full Moon, 
the Moon affords the faireſt ſhew and ap- 
ice af her ſelf, or becauſe the Full 
Moon is.in_the middle way betwixt the 
New -and-Old , gnd divides the Month 
into. two, equal halves, bur theſe t 
better and more tolerable 'then the Fable of 
Tretzes, arcall of them very cold and con- 
temptible Toterpretations, but the true Ery- 
Aa mologies, 
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=] 
the Eaf, 
vour to money From Hhene The C T 


much as kahat bedab, for  -þ 
Weng always looked upon Fn. 
ays of the moſt Sacted AAR 
oletnnity in the whole Month, as > 
Foe Fro Ly laces of Seri 
it is alt leſs to inf 


theſe Solen tie themſelves are 
indication, that there was Kel the £ 
a Year meaſured by the motion of theMoa 


at che beginning of which ad ry was aloay! 
i OS 2 conco Ge ohh nick 
all Fra wick demonſtra 


pay bs this in inthe Ful Moor that is, XK: 


xy & of the Paſſaver, is 
kebal hadath, Exod. 12. 6. 

rvp ira re 0dr 
to which it is bur inf an » for 


better ſound fake, and we have exatly the 
mrs Carnds, ns HOO the qe "Hs 
thi the v An Lat 
arigr and fm the l- ſame wor 
withpur the 1 11100 Or an y, which 
foftneſs and Volley of the Greek wk ee 
nunciarion would not fo well bear, for 


Gratis 


Lc GG aA 64H aA = = & &© toi LL OO wWwki.ﬀ nc, «a kt © wwe 


n MAtucrobiug tells ns that the (Q8ir/tgs..on | 


| Bray and Ruth. 
I mad» is Re bie) a 


4 annGreia dadie ve rand Wart \ 
Muſa logut——rorls: ' 


j lay, from the very. ſame 
the Artics the \Greefe-þ 
name, a3 Tnuch as toſay hathkj 
cients or the Old Propley: whole: Alltiquity 
was fuch, that" it could hardly; be traced. 
Though I do nor altogether: diſapprove 
the: conjefture of Macroviue, ng 
lexd; were called a Calando, Reps 

Latin and in Greet Kakic,, aff of 
them from the Hebrew — already .men- 
toned, and that which the Greets'call 
Lal; anſwers exatly to the-\Jdebrew 
gs 4 is ſo hal —_—_ any 

to the Exymology 'which 

on down, that it: gives turther: ſrenggh 
and'confirmation to/it. And fartherqwhere- 


{ 1 LANDES. «171 
is. 103; bn: 


that day, were uſed to be ſummoned! ingo 
the Coria Kalgbra, it is to be noted that 

this ſalemnity is elf, and the. name 
of the-zime wherein it was 
derived-from the Eaſt, yer they did.oot 
meet't er in the Caria Kalabre, Young 
Men, Women, and Children, 45 
the Fews tid: at the Pallover, dooker 
55 Ana (though: Ao __ 
Aa2 


-Boaz, and Ruth. 

it is ſaid oor all the Congregation of Iſrael 
fball kill rhe paſſovery whatever becomes of 
the Eating of it, whether we are to m_ 
ſtand it Xt any more than the oY . 
pertiaps atres' Familtarum 
the Cibiress that is,' ſuch as were go 
bear Arms,” as hath been already ſhewn, 
ati therefore this Aſſembly ws called 
Kalabra, 'that 'is, XK _ Abirim, the Con» 

4ivon” of ftront a bting Men, and 
($4 Hans pert Cal, riehad irs name, 
as being'a maritime Province of 7raly, = 
probably Fiſt poſſeſſed by Gariſons of the 
Phawicians or other Eaſterly Nations, who 
buile them Forts there for the convenience 
of Tyade: Laſtly, As another indication of 
the word Xalen » its being of Febrew 
I will argue from its being ſpelt 


with hn a Letter unknown to you 
lags and Ages of Rome, 
-bur in this wor been red as 


well-as in Xarthago, anſwering 1n both 
caſes to the Hebrew Koph, in Kahal and 
Kereth, the latter of which fi a City, 
(and- was applyed by way of Eminence to 
Carthage, as Rome was called peculiarly 
©rbs, and Athens" ag) and from Aereth 
is the Chalday Kartha, whence Karthage 
is —_ y derived, = this 1s like» 
wiſe for the ſame reaſon, the true ſpelling 
of Falare,and Kalabra. The 


Baaz and. Ruth;\ 357: 

- The Noxes were ſo called not for:thegea-r. 2,friw 
ſon above mentioned, but from the Hiedrem, fn fur 
Nin, whence with 4 _ letter is. thei 
noun Maxon, which by the of $795” > 
thar letter is exa&ly Now ſignify gen 
much. as to ſay the Sous or: Daughte 
the Calends, and therefore as Pw Fate 
their proteRion they had no pargicular, 7-+ 
telar of their owa,according to that 'otOvid,. 


Vindicat Auſonias Funons cura Kalene, 
. Idibus alba Jovi grandior agna cadit ; 
Nonarum tutela Deo caret.——— 4231 

is el [1104 


And it ſeems to be to this that 
the unluckineſs of the day alter ghe yower: 
of any Month, becauſe the Noxwes them». 
ſelves were not under the Patronage of any: 
of their Gods. For it follows; ynacd=: 
ately. Gl T7 
Omnibus iſtis 
Ne fallare cave, proximus Ater erit, 
Omen ab eventu eſh, ills nam Romg diebus 
Damna ſub adverſo triſtia mare tulit. 


But Livy makes the reaſon to be rather ac- 

cidental, upon the /des, becauſe 
the day after the /des of any Month was 
accounted unlucky, for ſuch another rea» 
Az 3 ſon 


win 


-J1 
© 


Fs 


forwne" Ovid alligns in this place, where 
ſprelith IP ths" gear "Neugner "of ' hy 
Romans Ut the bartleof Alia; he fays, 1:6; 


jaltws HH, 
poſtr dit This, rebas divinis ſuperſederi faſ- 
ſan +'"iHdlt at poſt ridis Falendias quogue as 
Nonas eadem religio efſet, traditum putant. 
"The Npzes ad no. Religion in thein- 


| ſelves} bar verily rhey were prepara to 


the Religtous” Offiees of the reſt of: the 


. Month, and the Country people upon 


ris. days were uſed 
tobe Hiforttied by the Preefts, in what 
river they" were to celebrate the Feaſts 
and* Solewfiities of the Month enſuing; 
andhers it is to be rioted, that as there 
were ſome Gentilitia ſacra, ſome Saeri- 
fices or Ceremonies peculiar to certain 
Families 'amongſt them; fo there were 
ſome that were peculiar" ro certain 'Fowns, 
and according as the Solemnities- ofthe 
Month & , Were either more or 
leſs, and required more or leſs time to ad- 
zaſt and ſertle; ſo the Neves were compil- 
ted either fve or ſeven diys after vis Ce- 
lends , and- in} the firſt caſe wete walled 
uimtane; in the ſecond Rs _" 


to repair to Rome, 


tkt#fcitns Romianus efſet', erham' 


affnegs Poms 


ly, the des, - +ROAM from /6- 
or qu. viiths 2 videde, or from 1duare 


is hath beet above repreſented out of ths 
ce "ſelf upon which t Semis 
The are very mich in 

but rioAlviarat the Hebrew » Chiddeuſ fn 
as the Moon is 

property hid wo - renewed, when frotti 

, ſhe comes to ſhine 

Au ode orbe Artrg ; Oo theſe things ſhow 

clearly, not X only that the Rowiavt had 

kt ir, it was from a place where the 

Monrh was perfe#ly Lanar, without any 

ſott of intercalarios, of which is alt ofie, 

whete they meaſured their time by Z«- 

war Tears, which ſhows thar there 


was ſuch « Yearin the Eaff ds the Lunar, 
Aa 4 or 


Boaz, and Ryth, 
Y ſiting but of. 
though Procks upon the 73 [rr ade 


ſilent, and yet he Els us alſo oft 
ans , from the Authority of ar; 
en 'Arana 7 pre ermaurov 
the. Afgyptians called a Month 4, Tear or 
it is clear, whatever the Roman, mo 
iſts are pleaſed to tell us, that the Calerds. 
Fid not your fall upon, the_ New Moog, 
nor the /des upon the Fl but by reaſon 
of the Funcths ar at the end of ,cyvery 
Month , it would. fall- out ugdvou ably. 
that the des and Calends and. the - {#ter,. 
calations themſelves would travail hy cer; 
tain and regular proportions, through. all 
times of the Moons Ape, and this, is the 
true notion of Intercalatis, it is as mu ch 
as intercahalatio, or it is that time which 
after the expiring of the Lunar Perjed,, 
conſiſting of twenty eiglit Days or there? 
abouts , was wr before the beginning 
of the next Month,when the Xaba/ or gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Romans was ca 
but yet the names of the Calends pod 
Ides, (added to this Tradition which 'we 
ſee was always preſerved among the Ro- 
mans, that they did at leaſt S inally, 
light always upon the New and FuZ Moon, 
though whenehe Year came to be altered 
and the Months were brought to an.c- 
que- 
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Ac laſt it is ſofficient in this eaſe 1 to 
ſay, what appears upon the moſt dill 
to have been Mm 10.75 ajtucan 
between the E it ge 


exons only by the rÞntgoxr ga. = Oo 


whictis 


rd Arabi om.in the 
ee: * 

; they aro the words of Kr aſma, 
wW 


Boxz and Ruth. 
who had 'compared them together , 7» 
rectnſesdis nominibus mica in Grecorum 
codecibus confuſto, 'nt 'Latinis quidem inter 
ſe conſentientibus, alibi deerar, alibi ſupe- 
rerat; inverſa ac tepravata pleragne gue 
nos diligentiſſimi collatione, qua licuit, re- 
ſftitnimus, and Yalefras obſerves that though 
Matthat be the third from Joſeph, bn th 
preſent Copies of St. Luke, yet by Afri- 
canus, and Gr. Nazianzen and St. Am- 
broſe he is called Melifio, and in this ve- 
ry inſtance of Jacob and Eli, one of 
which is 'the Father of Joſeph in St. Mar- 
thew, -the other in St. Lute, it is to be 
noted that in ſome Mfſ. as may be ſeen 
in the Oxford Edition of the 'New Teſti- 
mom, for ia} _ is xxalC mn Foam 
which ſhews the Original of the miſtake, 
for it was anciently in both places 
only Iſrael and Facob, being exattly the 
ſame perſon, ſome Annotator in the mar- 
margent , had placed iegix by an ab- 
. breviation , thus wa, which being the 
mme of 'no body, as El: was, who was 
alſo to forerun the Meſlias, for 
Eli Eliah were the ſame, this gave 
occaſion to the ſubſtituting the one for . 
. The other, 


Bb Eraſnius 


. worſe, it is juſtified only by the Autho- 
rity of Annizs the countericiting Monk 
of Viterbo, who not content to have 
counterfeited Beroſus and Manetho, did 
alſo obtrude a Philo upon the World, 
and upon his Authority this conceit was 
vented, but yet fo lamely and ſo like 
a counterfeit, that Eraſmus himſelf be- 

to ſuſpet the matter, for ſo he 
ays, Neque pauca refert Foannes Annius 
ex Philone, ea quanquam admodum pro 
babilia fint, tamen quoniam is non tam cer» 
td citat , quam wellem, preſertim in re 
cont roversd neque nobis erat Graci Philonis 
copia, paucis attingenda Judica wvimus ; In 
a word, Grotius is ſo little fatisfied 
with the folution of Africanus, as if 
St. Matthew regarded only the watural 


ſucceſſion, while St. Luke had 

only* to the /ega! , that he m_—_ 
ther to believe the diretly contrary, 
of each of theſe Evangeliſts, and. his 
opinion wants not more - tolerable rea- 
ſons to > Laray it , than thoſe which 
; Africanus 


with # deſerved frorn rejetted by Yale 


th produced, which 'are ' 


| _— 1b 
and by Grotizs too, Africanus 
F relation, that he concludes with ſaying, 
For want of ſuffictent teſtimony to ſupper 
it, it ought to be embraced for want of 4 
effrer, 


& 


FINIS, 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


Here is now in the Preſs a Second 

Part of this Treatiſe, containing Res 

marks and Animadverfions upon it, wherein 
fo —_ are fm egos and _ — 
e t 0 t p 
Fabulous ye ir or the ww hf 
it occaffonally explained, by the ſame Aus 
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4 ments," all which I do bumbly | + 
t 20. your Lordſbips known Can- 
1 and unbyaft Fudgment, and with 0, 
the continuance of your Lord- 
th and ſafety, in which that 
of Wops lick barb ſore '& ſhare, 1 
em, may it pleaſe your Lordjbip, 
To | Tour Lordſbips ; 
| moſt Humble, Obedient, 
-andObliged Sermext, 
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"Bike and Ruth. IfYr 
0" duc, & dyyriver; i Cluny. 
ut of them the Vaulgar Latin renders i it, 
us , cognatus , and proximus occift 
w with them Onkel/os in his paraphraſe 
i con Book of Numbers and* enterono- 
j does exactly. concur ;. the Hebrew 
I, to render 1t” exaftly, is as much as 
Redeemer of rag, aa ſoit - taken 

thas in his Targum n Joſhua: 
[-- ſame word ſed in the Jn of 
d Boaz, and in the caſe of redeem» 
Inheritance or the Perſon of the 
& Procter who had ſold himſelt. 


$1 therefore the word in the Hebrew MR: 


| . 
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ſince the rendition of the other 


manifeſt than that , as well in the 
pumon of the Seventy Interpreters, as 
_orothers , whoſe Authority becauſe not ſo 
 Incient,and becauſe derived only from them 

Flebs Credit, the 4y2-"i« or the degrees ; 
Proximity in reſpett of blood in all I 
as, that is to ſay, in the jon of J 
ie on of a Brother who had him- 
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"ha and Ruth, 


gi ight be een fit whither be defer | 
t or no. .Inthe-fecond 
therewas no-reaſon why every mans 


k@t ſhould be hot, or ſwell'd with a tu- 


ap of revenge, as faſt as 
other, whom perhaps they never knew 
ard of before, ſhould come to an un- 
ely death, it ſeems therefore moſt rea- 

| ble;to_ confine it only to the relations 
jends of -the - party . deceaſed, who 
;/be ſuppoſed , eſpecially 
at. are 10- very near, to' have had 


in that Ik which is ſuſtained 

Thirdly, We muſt not Ima- 

t the Law did countenance reven- 

# this Nature, but it did only pardon 

nity of men, whoſe heart was hor, 

powered with, an exceſs of grief 

erleſs defire of rev rev enge,., which 
ofiate concern may well enough be ſup- 

9to-cnter into the breaſt of a Brother, 


* F @ great ſt friendſhip for him, and the 
1. = 


A 4 


Drcle,.or 7 ncles Song or any that is, near 


eſpecially if to the nearnefs of Con- 

ty,” a tri friendſhip and a neceſ(- 

- dependance be joyned, but cannot rez- 
be pretended by, any in his excule, 
hucumſtances.of Birch and Fortune 

2 farther diſtance from the perſon 


I The 
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The uſe which I'make of theſe thing 
this, that all theſe three inflances dv 
tines, the right of the perſont 
[ right of redeeming 
poor ork has been ſhewn wh 
long only to the near Kinſman by thee. 
| words .of the Law its felf, 

ay, to the Brother , or. Vucle, or- neles- 


the 


Sox, or 


——_—_ who are the 
the Right of Redem ption is legally in 


this latter caſe, be underſtood 4 ww? 
long to them both , beſides that the" 
of Rathand Boaz, in which the redemytis 
o Inherit ances was no queſtion 
tended farther thari to the immediate Br 
ther, though not further than to ſack 6 
were near of Kin. 

Laſtly, The revenging the Death of his 
that was ſlain ___ chance, has been ſhewn® 


to the very ſame 
AT EIEG not only from the ancre fs 


the leaſt « degree farcher than this; the ſage 
is likewiſe by all the Jewiſh Tues 
preters, of the redemption of Inheritance, 
——_— it mentioned'in - Gedmuble td 


Boaz and Ruth. 


confirms " ala "Rang ang 


isw| 


that is #ear of Kin, tharigat 


the rigs who are ſj 


it without all controverſy 20-be'v 
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Shav "cid Rath. 


i {© all the three caſes, and from the 
of all the Ancient Interpreters , 
the expreſs words of the Law and 
ditto reaſon ofthe thing it ſelf,” 
*Ff then whoever redeemed the petſori of 
that had ſo#himſelf, alſo 
his blood, in caſe he were (ſain by 
"Voanbag..ed gn his Inheritance 
ot want it was et 
neat poverty cr want and if the 
tein of that Vicarious Wedlock whit 
is uſtally, bur ror? Greer o rh wk to'the' Bro- 


+ $5 
the Inheritance, and to hdr it 
toany other Tribe, or-as tiigh 
be ifito another Hoſe, ; then it 
inly, that "whoever miphr re- 
he Lawfully Mar- 
Wife 'of the deceaſed,” which had no 
but this ; which was the thing to 


Af it bemked why in db Law 
the 'Fabtm or deceiſed 
Y Brother is only mentioned, not- 


of the ' Kindred 
Boks Widow, [ anſwer it 


Het 


Feb: 


Wer the Arittel obligetion to pro- 
| pagate 


Boaz, and Ruth, 


ceaſed Brother in the nature of his 


vhereas though the other relations, mi 


F they pleaſed, do it upon the refuſal 


Brethren , yet not ſtanding in the fame 


relation of ſervants 'to; the deceaſed, 
were not as I conceive under the ſame 


» Denominatio ſumitur a parte 
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ſo come to 


he k a F he d 
this 
.,0nc Unly 
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Elder 
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pagate the name and .memo | of his 4 
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= by ſeveral /mperial Laws, "both in 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
Brothers Wife, was fo ſeverely for- 


the Corpus Furs Civilis of Juſtinian and in 
the Theodoftan Code,” which praftice might 
ps creep, though not for the ſame 
of raiſing up the name of the:deatd 
his Inherirance, out of Fudea ihtothe 
ire,but arr es think ther 
this was an effect only of that Zibertiniſme, 
and Licentiouſneſs,to which men are but tov - 
{fubjet of - themſelves, I am'fo far from 
'cottending , that perhaps T ſhall be -more 
inclinable to be of his opinion ;-but it is 
certain that this praftice , fo far as it was 
ukd among the AZgyptians, was borrowed 
from the” Jews, or perhaps from thoſe El- 
dertimes from whom' the Jews themſ&ves 
weeived it, which may be plainly proved 
from the words of that */mperial Reſcripe 
y which it was at length, forbidden by 
bo rZeno; they are theſe 7” 
FeN- , 


© IMP." ZENO. A. EPINICO, PP.” 


*Licet quidam Agyptiorum idcirco mortuo- 
rw fratrum fibi conjuges matrimoniotopulayes 
rhit,quod poſtiHorum mor tem manſiſſeVirgine? 

| r, arbitrati ſcik{ quod certis {amb 
conditoribus_ placuit ) clem corpore” won con 
Wenerint, nuptias non vidert re efſs contrattas ; 
1 I 3 
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Now that this cuſtom the Ayy- 
 tians, was received from the Jeni, I 


- but only in ſuch, as had never been 


Bogz and Ruth. © ® 


& hajuſmodi connubia tunc t 5 celebag. 
ta, ; 448 ſunt, tamen orafints lege ſay 
cimus, figue hujuſmodi nuptie contraila fy 
erint , eas earumg; contrattores , & ex. 
Progenitos antiquarum legum tenori {os 

 cere, wec ad exemplam Agyptiorum (de qui 

© bus ſupra diftum eft ) eas videri fuiſſe fir | 
mas, vel efſe firmandas. - 3: 


gue from theſe words, certis 
conditoribus placuit, which legum conditera 
are Moſes and thoſe other Lawgivers of 
Earlier twmes, from whom he hind 
received it ;. and though it be true that the 


in.caſe the had no Male 1ſue, yet it-is ws 
ry whit as true, that there were thoſe that 
would not allow this Law to take pla, 


ed by the deceaſed Husband ; of 

number there is no- meaner a man thank 
Shammai himſelf, the head of one of the 
two famous Phariſaick Schools, as R. Hik 
tel was of the other, and the Samaritan 
ad unxm omnes ; but I take this only upon'the 
Authority of Grotius, who upon Det. 
5. hath theſe words, Zxor defantti,) 
Sammai & Samaritaxi hoe de Gponſett ee 


5 mBreEnsaGnt oc. www a «ox ”"» 


s Married the Wife of their deceaſed | 
whether ſhe were a Virgin or a, | 
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antar, obftant tum alia, tum 
wes. 6, and if this was the Opinion of 
itanes, who yet certainly receiv- 
their knowledge of this Law trom the - 
| fs, why might it not be of the Zgyp- 

too ? 


| "Ag, if theſe matches were made by 
up and down. the Roman Empire, as 
the ſame Edid does more than ſeem to in- 
fnuate , ad ex Agyptiarum, then * 
i true what 1 have a hinted , 
though I would not be vesy contident of it, 
that the Romans themſelves received is 
from the Jews Originally, tor cau/a cauſ# c/# 
cauſa cauſat. | 
Having thus proved that by the Firſ- 
bers, 'is. meant not the Levir himſelf bar 
Eldeſ _ of the ana r _ , 
by raifng up the name of the 4 
Ty his —_ from being Tos out 


© 
ls". 


rael, 1s not meant that the adoptive 

th was to be of the ſame name with the 
deecafed Father , having ſhewn that the 
Marriage of Rath and Boaz was in conſe- 
quence and purſuance of that Law in Deu- 
hereby the Brother was autho» 
ed iged to raiſe up Seed to bis 
»Gteſed Brather : Laſtly, Having demon- 
: the Name, the Izheritauce 
meant, and given. the reaſog why 1 1s 
> 4 I + ſo, 
( 
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Boaz and Ruth. 
ſo, becauſe it was. neceſlary-the name 
the dead ſhould be continued for the afſens. 
ing of the Title; by the light of whathas 
been ſaid we may now diſcover two other 
Errors of Mr. Se/dex and his Rabdins ;hig 

words are theſe, p. 99, 100. ConſenſuMy." 
giſtrorum , poſteri a fratre fratriam duceyte 
ſaſcepti omnes, pro vario jure in ali ſhag 
bus ſucceſſionis; defuntti fratris hereditatew 


capiebant. In which words there arenolek 


| than two very groſs-miſtakes. The Fir } 


is this, that this opinion ſuppoſeth all che: 
Children begotten by the Levir. or near. 
, Kinſman upon his Brothers Wife wereas' 
counted and looked upon as the Childrey 
of the party deceaſed ; ' and the Second 
which is expresſly aſſerted,rhat they hadall 
- of them a thare in the Inheritance, both 
of which muſt needs be falſe, if by ſacreas 
ing in the name ; hg dead , Dent. 1576, 
nothing-elſe can be meant, as I haveprs 
ved, that nothing elſe is or can be, butoi 
ly that, he was to Zuberit the Eſtateand 
Dian of rhe Saeed ,\ for = 
ong'd only to the Firſt-born by the | 
work of that place, -and it Nha be that 
the Firſt-born which ſhe Beareth ſball ſus 


_— 
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ceed in the name of his Brother which is 
dead, that bis name be not put out- of 


now to attribute that in common-t0d l, 
It od winery 
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Boaz- and- Ruth. 

the Scripture ſo plainly appropriates 
what i Lp but t. node : e /vorey 
ye a Rabbin before that of Moſes the 
Lawgiver himſelf 2 - Only-thus much I be- 
lieveto have been very true;that in caſe the 
- eanhee died , then the xt Brother was 
in the nature of an adoptive Son, 

wthe Eldeſt had done 'before- him, and fo 
on; if there was more Brothers , and the 
Strand died likewiſe as the'Firſt had done; 


 beaauſe without this there would not have 


beg'a ſufficient proviſion made for thar 
which was the declared end and deſign'of 


tho Law, that his name be not put out of 


Inel,-and becauſe it is certain it the Elder 


Brother , I ſpeak now of the mputative 


Father, died without Iſſue, then rthe-next | 
wes to ſucceed i in his Bed and in his Inheti- 
tance, 'as a kind of an adoptive Husband, 
or an' Fus band in his Brethers ſtead, as is 
eviderit from the ſtory 'of Fr , Onan, and 
Sholab, and from the ſtory or ſuppoſition 
of the Seven Brethren in the Goſpel. 

"Now iKBrerthren were uſed to ſucceed 
one'another in their courſe, upon the de- 
ceaſe of the Eldeſt, the Second-and fo on, 
in the lity of - adovtive and vicarious 

"it ſeems to me to depend u 

thoſms reaſon and right,” that the hit 


Woe begarren in -f a L eviratical or 


anchie 


pe gene 6 ſhould alſo facceed-.on | 

angeher -ugon. Way the deceaſe of the 
nality of adoptive Sons, or Heigs vg ' 
Lirit Husbagd deceaſed. 

But then if there were no Sons, hy 
Daughter Firſt Begotten was to lober; 
bis Rebken, when cs Interpret 
his Rabbins, W 
wards, If Brethren dwell together and 
of them die, ou-ben cen Lo, and ; 
Sax, {© laxlyas if it ee way ons 
to a Son or Daughter, neither is it | 
' gument for him in this caſe, that they 
and the Yulgar Latin, have pegs (- | 
ſuch general words, by «vigue and by 
or that St. Matthew and St. Mark ſp 
of this very thing, uſe the word wei 
ſtead of v5 For general Words as 
are inthemſelves extended to a | 
tude of fſignification, ack Sw þ 
ſtrained when the nature of 
treated of does require it, as i008 
had »o Daaghter, thauld uſe the 
beri, or we ſpeaking of his 0 
it is maniſeſt that in a this caſe 6 
however exteaſive their full | 
auuſt be reftained ro Gonific only th 
Iſue , boceuls wo Eypete bento hong 
ther,So red fig properly onl 
Male C ben = yet when SE | 
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Boax, and Ruth. 

of Kinof the Family of £/imelech 
prelas way yy weld; ids, nothing hin- 
that by wei/; in this pace _ 


Bs or Girles 1n common, 
Girk Lo rrndr: not-= 


in, that wards be and are fr —_ 
extended heroine. or reſtrained within a 


= Si tou which * Nas 
; a w any man, upon 

that On $5 he that = = 
of Fix to the Family of Zlimelech; had 
oaly Girles for his Children, whether it 
weak not have been better Greek to ſay 
Warary aides than any thing elfe that could 
have been faid, for Tac in this feaſe i is 
mbethe! Ix burden Þ phinly os. 

os not y re- 

praſent the relation , Children. 

- Bur at the work it is hat Opinion of 
the Seventy 
that the 


and thoſe that follow rhem, 

word okay opera 
a Sow or a Daughter, but I will now | 
if that were their Opinion, thatt 


mY go. Means , though their 
Authority - 


wy _ is _—_ 11.5. And all the Firſt-born 


"Brit and Rath, 
Anth as Int be for” the 
rhe Gare eres leaſt fubj 
ion of any. "08 
For, Firſt, I affirm that when it is f 
Deut.t5; 6. And it ſbgll be that the” 
born lick ſhe beareth, G&c. that t h 
the propriety of the Sacred Lanz 
be Lees ri only of the Male 7 
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ſhall die, from the F 

Thenots t +; fitteth upon bis Thr 
ae the Firetorn of hy Maid-Sep 
that is behind the Mill; and all the 
born' of Beaſts : Ch. 12.” 29. And it 
to' paſs that at Midnifhr the Lord ſmitt 
che” Firſt-born i» the Land of Force 
_ the Firſt-born of Pharaoh that ſat 'm 
Fhrone , unto the Firſt-born of the Cat 
that was in the Dungeon ,' and all che Fi 
born of the Cartel. F4 

' Now that by the Firſt-born who | ; 
Smitren by rhe deftroying Fad 
Males are to be underſtood | 
the Separation of the FirS-bors' wad mong ;0 
Children of 1-ae/ in memory ofthis de 
ry. Exod.132. Santtifie unto me all the Fi 
born , whatſoever openeth the Well 
the Children of Iſrael. "Now if it be pi 
that only the 'Males were ſanCtified , 
IK cher eliat none but the Males = . 


| 


£ 


gn Ruth, 


we |, and that. by the Firſt-born none 
: Males are to be. underſtood. 


» 
| Me 2 
"#4 » 
» ;IE! 
» 
wel 


*T canfe & the Phraſe of Opewing the Womb 
$8ittle general- and does. extend to. Fe- 
5 as: well as az But it is to be con- 
| what: went be- 


then rd end row ſenſe, whatloe- 


bh the Womb, that is, .1s 

_ And fo, Exod. 21. 29. The Firſt- 

th by Sous ſhale thou give unto me.But be- 
may be pretended that by Sons , and 
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"5 males are to be.underſiood, : as pa 
pd, it is {0.10 many. other, places, 

ec omerary. Cz be Pro ied, withqur 

ome. othe than a bare ſuppoſi- 

| a tc ſupport. it ;\I ſhall now deſire you 
tac y £5 as the Firſt-b, born of all 
| he Chir ol Le were Fa, Sol; 

gratitude 


Yer. or 5 oeyer of the Sons, or Males of 


I25 


ed that «t 
ag 7i a7 Ex I take herein 


nb! of £131d:en of ſtacl borh Males © 


il wait. x kad why ihe Fuſe. 


"=YN297 IE pt were delbrigs ſo after- 
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apa ofthe T gets 
rok he Ch 
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Children tf 1/r 
"a WA 13s L3e.; Behold I fyay aol 7 


e ig 


Levites. 


Boaz and Ruth, © 
Levites from among the Children of Weil 
mſtead yy the Firſt-born hk reneth. 
the Matrix among the Children of Wt} 
Therefore the Levites ſhall be mine, becadſy 
all the Firſt-born are mine, for on the ty | © 
that I ſmore all the Firſt-born in the Land | *; 
of EgyPs 1 hallowed unto me all the Fiſh | 
in Iſrael Both Man and Bedff: minethy | 0 
Jhall be, I am the Lord. =o 


Now in what fenſe 'it was that the#& | 


vites were ſet a and what they vis 
obliged” to' do bf Tack their | be: 'K 
expreſſed v. 5, 6, 7, 8, of the ſame chapti 
m theſe words: And rhe oe PI 
Moſes, ſaying, bring the Tribe of Leviwa 
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the NT Y 7 8 - 
before the Taber ac 


"The fame e Uk 
again, c. 8; of ſame Book 


Boaz | and Ruth. 
did in this cafe repreſent, was of 
ne Nature , thar is, they were con- 
| to a fort of Prie/t-hood, and thei 
was to be converſant about 


| CES WLatona 
x1 a » or et apart to the Miniſtry 
o | Altar, either -before 'the Law or un- 
Fl more 'than'they are now under 
7 jel, thorefuric is plain thatby the 
rs or Sandification of 'the y 7 
-- of the Males is to/be un- 


= Women wereat liberty to. Marry 
ewtofote Tribe into another, fo asa Wo- 


:Þ of the Tribe of Levi might 
Td, ergy cnreararss that _—_ wja- 

but doing the Sand o 
'unites cn Ear nba” 4 
usband and his Tribe, thanto'that 

of which ſhe was deſcended, ſo that 
= had'been ſeparated would have 
Gal, tor oy Marcy is eve 
x o Marry as evi 

teat from the caſe $ of Ze- 


ior ever rom tat Treo wich 


